1951


On January 1, 1951, the Jackson City Council held an organizational meting in which the same officers were reappointed to the positions they held in 1950 with the exception of the police force. W. H. Polk was named chief of police; M. W. Pope, assistant chief; Lynn Thaxton, marshal; Walter E. Watkins, supply.


Howard Bailey was inducted as the new councilman from the Third Ward.


According to financial reports, Jackson had reduced its bonded debt to the lowest point in its history. On the first of the year, $2,000 in school bonds was retired, leaving only $13,000 in general obligation bonds fro street paving to be retired. 


According to A. T. Ross, Griffin district manager of the Southern Bell Telephone Company, the number of phones in Jackson doubled in five years. In January 1946, there were 432 phones in the city. As of January 1951, there were 840.


As of February 1, 1951, 35 men from Jackson – 30 White and 5 Colored – had joined the armed services since the outbreak of trouble in Korea in June 1950.  Of the total, 14 were inducted and the remainder volunteered.


On February 12, 1951, Lt. Carl Kelly died in Korea. A veteran with 11 years of service, Kelly had been in Korea since August 1950, and had been wounded there twice. He had been a member of the Jackson Rifles, having shipped out with them in 1940 and was wounded in Germany. Kelly was regarded as a capable military leader. His wife resided in the Deraney apartments in Jackson at the time of his passing. The couple had two sons. 

Lt. Kelly was posthumously awarded the Silver Star for gallantry in action in Korea. The citation read in part: “Intense enemy fire was preventing the withdrawal of a field artillery battalion. Lt. Kelly reconnoitered the enemy positions and organized the artillerymen into fighting groups. With complete disregard for his personal safety, Lt. Kelly repeated aggressive actions, wiping out enemy forces and weapons. Besides instilling confidence in the artillerymen, the conspicuous actions of him served to center the fire of the enemy upon him. Although enemy fire became more intense and deadly, Lt. Kelly continued to expose himself in leading the assaults. Finally he was struck by enemy fire and fell mortally wounded.”

JACKSON LADY DEVILS BASKETBALL 1951

JACKSON – 39, McDonough – 14

Jackson – 23, MILNER – 28

JACKSON – 58, Monticello – 35

JACKSON – 32, Social Circle – 29

JACKSON – 46, Zebulon – 25

Jackson – 29, COVINGTON – 37

JACKSON – 17, Spalding County – 15

JACKSON – 48, Monticello – 25

Jackson – 22, FORSYTH – 26

JACKSON – 41, Roberta – 38

Jackson – 17, MILNER – 51

JACKSON – 31, Spalding County – 15

JACKSON – 47, Eatonton – 22

JACKSON – 45, McDonough – 24

Jackson – 33, HAMPTON – 69

JACKSON – 45, Roberta – 37

JACKSON – 35, Zebulon – 15

Jackson – 26, FORSYTH – 61

Jackson – 24, COVINGTON – 44

JACKSON – 35, Eatonton – 26

JACKSON – 46, Jonesboro – 16

JACKSON – 24, Forest Park – 16

Jackson – 23, MILNER – 34

JACKSON RED DEVILS BASKETBALL 1951

JACKSON – 44, McDonough – 19

Jackson – 30, MILNER - 36

JACKSON – 56, Monticello – 45

JACKSON – 33, Social Circle – 31

Jackson – 35, ZEBULON – 56

Jackson – 35, COVINGTON – 37

Jackson – 46, SPALDING COUNTY – 62

JACKSON – 51, Monticello – 30

JACKSON – 38, Forsyth – 25

JACKSON – 48, Roberta – 45

Jackson – 46, MILNER – 51

JACKSON – 52, Spalding County – 37

Jackson – 35, EATONTON – 52

JACKSON – 52, McDonough – 12

JACKSON – 51, Hampton – 18

Jackson – 32, ROBERTA – 39

JACKSON – 56, Zebulon – 37

Jackson – 44, FORSYTH – 55

Jackson – 36, COVINGTON – 42

Jackson – 27, EATONTON – 35

JACKSON – 29, Forest Park – 26

JACKSON, Zebulon

JACKSON, Jonesboro

Jackson – 32, BOWDEN – 41


On March 3, 1951, State Veterinarian Charlie Carlisle paid a visit to Jackson to inoculate dogs. Dog owners were requested to have their dogs inoculated, or face a penalty under a city ordinance.


In March 1951, a new subdivision was under construction stretching from Indian Springs Street to the new Jackson High School. The project was carried out by Robert and Hiram Franklin, and the new street was named Franklin Street. With the addition of the new school and athletic fields and the National Guard Armory, the area was the most valuable civic center in the city. Only two houses were first proposed, but more were likely due to a housing shortage in the city.


It was suggested at the time that a road be built from the school to connect with Highway 42 near the Pepperton Cotton Mill, and that another road be built connecting the armory with High Falls road.


In May 1951, the Jackson High School track team won the Fourth District meet held in Griffin. Byrd O’Neal and Johnson Funderburk led the way with first place finishes in the sprint and hurdles respectively.


On May 14, 1951, the Jackson City Council elected Clem Thaxton as assistant police chief to succeed M. W. Pope, who passed away the week before. As assistant chief, Thaxton worked the night shift.


From May 16 through 18, 1951, the mayor and City Council funded a rat poisoning campaign for the city. The poison was distributed door to door, and killed rodents since they can not vomit.


On May 18, 1951, Henderson High School graduated 16 seniors.


Under state mandate, all high schools went from 11 grades to 12 in 1951. As a result, there were only three graduates from Jackson High School on May 22, 1951. They were: Howard Couch, Mary Sue Castellaw and Joyce Coleman.


Dr. R. H. Pinkney, an optometrist, opened his office at 111 Oak Street at the end of May 1951.


In June 1951, School Superintendent F. C. Hearn announced that the Indian Springs elementary school was merged with the Jackson school for the coming school year. The plant of the existing Indian Springs school was used as a Negro consolidated elementary school. At one time, Butts County had more than 20 White schools and about the same number of Negro schools.


Butts County held a Healthfest from July 5 to 11, 1951. Ethel Ham, public health official for the county, reported that 3,826 people took part. Testing stations were set up throughout the county with tests for four afflictions available. Test results showed 656 citizens who took part in the Healthfest needed follow-up treatment for maladies discovered by the tests.


On July 9, 1951, the Jackson City Council voted to install parking meters in the downtown business district on a six-month trial basis. Due to a shortage in steel, reported Mayor Redman, the meters would not be installed in October. The need for such meters had been discussed for weeks, and the vote was the first official action taken on the subject.


At a called meeting a week later, the City Council voted to rescind the ordinance providing for parking meters in the Jackson. The initial action stirred up so much opposition that a petition was circulated, and a large number of signatures were presented to the Council.


Throughout the Summer of 1951, the city was engaged in a clean up effort that cut back grass and weeds on all streets and sidewalks and vacant lots were being tended to. The effort was part of the city’s entrance in the Better Home Towns contest and an effort to improve health conditions.


At the end of August 1951, city authorities asked residents to help conserve water and refrain from watering “lawns, flowers, gardens, streets, etc.” 


On September 10, 1951, the City Council set the tax rate at 13 mills, the same amount as in 1950. Of that amount, 10 mills were targeted for the operation of the city, and three mills for interest and the sinking fund to retire debt.


With the merger of the Pepperton elementary school with Jackson’s school, consolidation of Butts County’s White schools was completed on September 17, 1951. The move by the Board of Education solved two problems: giving three more teachers to Jackson, and low enrollment at Pepperton. The move to consolidate schools began in the late 1920s and more than 20 schools were merged into five junior high schools and one elementary school.


As of October 1951, Selective Service laws were amended nationally so that childless, married men ages 18 to 26 were eligible for the draft.


Results of the 1950 Census released in October 1951 showed that the population of Jackson increased from 1,917 in 1940 to 2,053 in 1950, an increase of 7.1 percent. Overall, Butts County’s population decreased from 9,282 in 1940 to 9,079 in 1950.


Billy Boyd Roberts, age 15, was killed on October 19, 1951 when the bicycle he was riding cut in front of a Jackson Hardware delivery truck on Cemetery Street.


In a quiet primary on October 26, 1951 Bill Sasser was chosen as a member of the City Council from the Fourth Ward over his opponent, V. H. Ham. Ralph Carr, Sr. was nominated without opposition in the First Ward.

JACKSON RED DEVILS FOOTBALL 1951

JACKSON - 25, Eatonton – 6

JACKSON – 19, Jonesboro – 13

JACKSON – 33, Fayetteville – 0

JACKSON – 21, Monticello – 0

JACKSON – 33, Austell – 6

Jackson – 6, NEWTON COUNTY 19

JACKSON – 34, Forsyth – 7

JACKSON – 12, Tucker – 7

JACKSON – 19, Manchester – 7

JACKSON – 52, McDonough – 0


Tink Head, age 65, and his 42-year-old daughter, Bertha Greer, were killed on November 23, 1951 when the car they were riding in was hit by the Southern Railway’s crack Royal Palm at the depot crossing in Jackson.


In December 1951, the city introduced a charter amendment for the 1952 General Assembly that sought to allow the city take in additional territory and thereby add population. 


In December 1951, the city purchased a Pontiac Police Special, the same car used by the State Patrol, to be used by the Jackson Police Department in 1952.

The city also purchased a ditching machine at a cost of $4,300 to solve the problem of cutting ditches by hand.


As the city’s electric service outgrew the switchboard in the sub station in 1951 new indoor electric switches were installed for approximately $3,500.


On Christmas Eve 1951, an assailant in Darktown shot Jackson Police Officer Clem Thaxton. According to reports, Thaxton and his fellow officer, Lynn Thaxton, were making a regular patrol of the area when they spotted John T. Streetman walking. When asked what he was doing, Streetman responded briefly then pulled a gun and fired hitting Thaxton in the right side and the right arm. Lynn Thaxton fired back, wounding Streetman. The assailant was later picked up in Monroe County and was held in jail, while Thaxton recovered in the Griffin-Spalding County Hospital.


In the course of the year 1951, 141 telephones were added to Jackson, bringing the city’s total to 976.

