1952


Announcement was made in January 1952 that the Spaulding Manufacturing Company would operate the garment factory formerly conducted by Covington Manufacturing Company on West Third Street. Workers numbering 150 began making men’s and boy’s trousers that month. Robert Zerman was manager of the plant.


The building was an outgrowth of the Jackson Manufacturing Company several years earlier, and was liquidated and taken over by the Covington firm soon after.


On January 11, 1952, an organizational meeting was held by the city council. Bill Sasser was inducted from the fourth ward, and the same employees were elected for the coming year, except that Reuben Bennett was named as supply policeman in place of Walter E. Watkins. All salaries were increased 15 percent to help take care of the cost of living.


Mrs. W. H. Mallet was tax receiver and collector and treasurer; Mary Downs was her assistant. J. H. Rooks was superintendent of the water and light department, and E. B. Perdue was the filter plant operator. The Chief of Police was W. H. Polk, with Clem Thaxton and Lynn Thaxton as assistant policemen and Reuben Bennett as supply policeman. Tax assessors were T. G. Willis, W. H. Merritt and J. K. Sitton.


The mayor was W. M. Redman with councilmen William Sasser, Harold Barnes, Howard Bailey, and R. W. Carr, Sr.


In January 1952, the Butts County Board of Education purchased 25 acres of land between Bethel Flats and the Jackson Box & Lumber Company for use as a Negro high school.


On September 16, 1952, the State Board of Education approved $717,401.85 for Butts County’s BOE to build new school facilities. According to School Superintendent F. C. Hearn, a new elementary school with 19 rooms for White students would be built next to the existing high school. A new Negro school building with 32 rooms for elementary and high school students, was to be built on the Bethel Flats property. The county was required to add $49,000 in local funds for the projects.

JACKSON RED DEVIL BASKETBALL 1952

JACKSON –51, Covington – 40

Jackson – 43, ROBERTA – 62

JACKSON – 53, Monticello – 42

JACKSON – 51, McDonough – 38

JACKSON – 45, Milner – 38

Jackson – 36, MONTICELLO – 53

JACKSON – 40, Forsyth – 38

JACKSON – 51, McDonough – 33

Jackson – 38, ROBERTA – 45

Jackson – 33, SPALDING COUNTY – 48

JACKSON – 39, Milner – 38

JACKSON – 33, Forest Park – 26

Jackson – 30, JONEBSORO – 43

Jackson – 30, EATONTON – 38

JACKSON – 40, Forsyth – 38

JACKSON – 37, Griffin – 31

Jackson – 27, SPALDING – 32

Jackson – 33, EATONTON – 49

JACKSON – 33, Griffin – 28

Jackson – 34, MILNER – 42

JACKSON LADY DEVIL BASKETBALL 1952


JACKSON – 36, Eatonton – 20

JACKSON – 32, Forsyth – 31

JACKSON – 31, Griffin –22

JACKSON – 22, Spalding – 11

JACKSON – 34, Eatonton – 10

JACKSON – 18, Griffin – 11

Jackson – 31, MILNER – 51

Jackson – 20, COVINGTON – 34

Jackson – 32, ROBERTA – 54

JACKSON – 35, Monticello – 30

JACKSON – 39, McDonough – 23

Jackson – 23, MILNER – 35

JACKSON – 52, Monticello – 33

Jackson – 30, Forsyth – 30

JACKSON – 59, McDonough – 18

Jackson – 26, ROBERTA – 31

JACKSON – 21, Spalding County – 11

JACKSON – 49, Jonesboro – 15

JACKSON – 30, North Clayton – 19

JACKSON – 30, Milner – 27

JACKSON – 38, Villa Rica – 34

The Lady Devils won the Fourth District Class B championship with the win over unbeaten Villa Rica in a packed Jackson gym. The team finished with a 11-6-1 record


The Jackson B&PW Club was formed in 1951, and a charter dinner meeting held on March 31 at the Women’s Clubhouse. Helen Spencer was president, with India Bailey as first vice president, Mary Sasser as corresponding secretary, Marie Bobo as recording secretary and a treasurer.


Roy Lee McElhaney of Short Alley just off Lyons Street, was charged with murder in the March 31, 1952 beating death of Mary Alice Ridley. According to Sheriff J. D. Pope, McElhaney admitted to beating the 22-year-old woman with his fists because he lost “his head.” After the incident, McElhaney walked to the jail and asked to be locked up. He was given a life sentence in jail in August 1952.


In April 1952, the city applied to the Federal Power Commission for permission to install natural gas lines in the city. Mayor W. M. Redman reported that a survey had been conducted in Jackson to determine the consumption possibilities for natural gas. A 13-mile-long would have to be installed to connect with the main gas line in Griffin.

On April 18, 1952, the Red Devils of Jackson High School won its second consecutive district track championship. The flying legs of Bird O’Neal, Jr., a double winner the past two years in the 100- and 220-yard dashes, paced the team. Going to the state track meet were: O’Neal (100, 220), Johnson Funderburk and Pat Dunn (high hurdles), Pete Cook (discus, low hurdles), Jackie Cook (mile run), Donald Leverette (high jump), and Aubrey Rooks, Bud Davis, Frank McMichael and Funderburk (relay).


On April 25, 1952, city voters approved legislation enacted in February by the General Assembly to create a new charter for the City of Jackson and extend the city limits. The bill, introduced by State Senator Vincent Jones, remedied a defect in the existing charter, which did not meet the required provisions as to local advertising, and incorporated into the city the area between the old and new McDonough Roads.


Jackson High School held graduation for the 49 members of the Class of 1952 on May 26. Nancy Gerrick was the valedictorian and Johnson Funderburk was the salutatorian. It was reported that 29 of the 77 pupils that had enrolled in Jackson High School in the eighth grade did not graduate from the twelfth grade.


On June 13, 1952, Isaac Travis Crane was killed instantly when he was struck by a northbound freight engine at the Pepperton crossing. Crane, 55, was employed by the Pepperton Cotton Mill and was described as somewhat deaf and may not have the approaching train’s whistle.


Work began on July 9, 1952 on the Butts County Health Center on South Mulberry Street. The facility was to be built at a cost of $42,304.


Dr. James C. Howell, a graduate of Jackson High School, located his medical practice in Jackson in July 1952. His office was located on West Third Street at the Howell Clinic, which was established by his father, the late Dr. Olin B. Howell. Dr. Joseph H. Pritchett also worked out of the office, providing Butts County with its two physicians.


When the Butts County schools opened on August 28, 1952, 106 students started the first grade. It was the largest such enrollment in the county’s history. Before the schools were consolidated, Miss Annie Lou McCord, who taught two or three generations of first graders, cared for all the tots. She had two other teachers helping her in 1952.


W. A. James, operator of a filling station on Highway 42 below the Pepperton Cotton Mill, was elected as a member of the Jackson Police force by the City Council on September 22, 1952. He replaced Charles M. Lewis, who resigned.


There was no opposition for incumbents in the November 1952 city election, so Mayor W. M. Redman, and councilmen Harold Barnes and Howard Bailey were reelected to two-year terms.

JACKSON RED DEVILS FOOTBALL 1952

JACKSON – 20, Greensboro – 6

Jackson – 0, HOGANSVILLE – 21

Jackson – 6, WEST POINT – 12

Jackson – 6, JONESBORO - 13

Jackson – 6, FORSYTH – 34

JACKSON – 23, Fayetteville – 6

JACKSON – 26, Forest Park – 12

Jackson – 7, MANCHESTER – 35

JACKSON – 26, McDonough – 7

JACKSON – 27, GA School for the Deaf – 18


The Butts County Health Center was formally dedicated on December 31, with Governor Herman Talmadge and state health officials speaking during the ceremony. The 12-room facility was built for approximately $50,000 on the corner of South Mulberry and Byars streets. Ethel Ham, the County Health Nurse for the previous decade, was delighted to open the new building.

