1953


At an organization meeting on January 1, 1953, M. E. Wade and Edgar H. Polk were named to the city police force. 


Also on the first of the year, the city retired a $2,000 bond, leaving it with only $9,000 in bonded debt. Profits from the electricity distribution plant enabled the city to carry on with only a small ad valorem tax.


The city had a Bond Commission consisting of three people. Interest and sinking funds were paid to the chairman of this commission each December, and he retires the bonds in turn. In 1953, the chairman was R. P. Newton. He had been chairman for several years and received no compensation for the duties he performed.


The city’s electric load had increased 60 percent since 1940.


At this time, the city had installed 9,000 linear feet of sewer lines at a cost of $22,381.


On January 10, 1953, Butts County got its first heavy snow in several years. Precipitation was estimated at two inches, though it did not stay long and no accidents or outages were reported.

JACKSON RED DEVILS BASKETBALL 1953

Jackson – 30, MILNER – 42

Jackson – 44, ROBERTA – 49

Jackson – 49, SPALDING – 50

JACKSON – 61, Hampton – 44

Jackson – 48, ROBERTA - 62

Jackson – 43, MILNER – 73

Jackson – 39, HAMPTON – 50

Jackson – 43, McDONOUGH – 46

Jackson – 35, GRIFFIN – 41

Jackson – 24, NEWTON COUNTY – 40

JACKSON – 57, Monticello – 37

JACKSON – 47, Morgan County – 41

Jackson – 33, NEWTON COUNTY – 52

JACKSON – 34, McDonough – 33

Jackson – 45, COVINGTON – 50

Jackson – 39, GRIFFIN – 68

JACKSON – 67, Monticello – 54

JACKSON – 65, Jonesboro – 49

JACKSON – 44, Zebulon – 42

JACKSON – 45, Milner – 40

Jackson – 34, HOGANSVILLE – 62

JACKSON LADY DEVILS BASKEBTALL 1953

Jackson – 26, MILNER - 28

JACKSON – 51, Roberta – 26

JACKSON – 29, Spalding – 26

Jackson – 33, HAMPTON – 60

JACKSON – 51, Roberta – 44

Jackson – 28, MILNER – 47

Jackson – 26, HAMPTON – 63

JACKSON – 41, McDonough – 34

Jackson – 34, GRIFFIN – 41

Jackson – 30, NEWTON COUNTY – 32

JACKSON – 31, Monticello – 29

JACKSON – 31, Monroe County – 25

Jackson – 37, NEWTON COUNTY – 56

JACKSON – 41, McDonough – 29

Jackson – 30, COVINGTON – 43

Jackson – 27, GRIFFIN – 34

JACKSON – 57, Monticello – 26

JACKSON – 38, Fayetteville – 13

Jackson – 25, HAMPTON – 38


On March 24, 1953, the city council unanimously approved an election to permit citizens of Jackson to ratify or reject the installation of natural gas in the city. It was proposed to issue $440,000 in revenue certificates for the purpose of installing gas lines to serve the community.


On April 7, 1953, the city invited all citizens to attend a meeting to discuss the natural gas options for Jackson. By a show of hands, a wide majority of those in attendance favored natural gas service for the city.


Fate decreed that the crest of the hill on Highway 42 North several yards outside the city limits was the scene of Georgia’s most deadly passenger car crash just before midnight on April 18, 1953. Eight people were killed with two cars collided head-on, killing five of the passengers instantly. The other three died en route to or at the Spalding County Hospital.


A northbound car carrying six residents of Henry and Butts counties attempted to pass another northbound vehicle, and collided with a southbound vehicle carrying seven passengers from Montezuma and Decatur. Sheriff J. D. Pope described the wreck as the worst accident in the history of Butts County, and the Georgia State Patrol confirmed it as the worst passenger car wreck in the state’s history.


A ninth passenger died on May 24, 1953 at an Augusta hospital.


Dr. Wright Hicks opened a new medical office on McDonough Road on May 12, 1953. Dr. and Mrs. Hicks moved to Jackson in 1948 and moved away in 1952, but returned to open a new office.


The newly constructed home of Mr. and Mrs. Marcus L. Hardy on Park Avenue was completely destroyed by fire on May 19, 1953. No one was injured, but everything in the home and the structure itself were a total loss.


On May 22, 1953, Henderson High School graduated 18 seniors. N. E. Walker was the school’s principal.


On May 26, 1953, Jackson High School graduated 42 seniors evenly divided between boys and girls. John Pettigrew was named Valedictorian, and Janice Brooks as Salutatorian. 


A house across the railroad tracks at Third Street occupied by James Berry and family was destroyed by fire on May 29, 1953. The Jackson Fire Department was late in reaching the scene because a Southern Railway train had all crossings blocked. Firefighters went to Bibb Station Road to cross the tracks, but by the time they arrived the fire had taken hold and could not be extinguished. No one was injured, but the family lost everything.


On June 27, 1953, Butts County’s School Superintendent Frank C. Hearn died at his home after a sudden illness. His illness was noted at about six o’clock and he expired soon after the arrival of a physician. He had served as superintendent since 1944. He had thrown himself into the idea of consolidating all White schools together and all Negro schools together, and was keen to build a new high school for colored students. 

A.B. Duncan, principal of Jackson High School since 1948, was named by the Board of Education as the new school superintendent. A. L. James was named as the new principal of Jackson High School.

Jimmy Lee Clark was charged with the July 6, 1953 shooting of his wife across from the southern deport on Benton Street. Reports were that he fired a shotgun at her from a distance of four, hitting her in the stomach. She was sent to the Griffin hospital for treatment.


On July 3, 1953, Richard Watkins was named chairman of the Butts County Library Board.


In order to make the city more appealing to visitors and sanitary for residents, the mayor and council proclaimed August 1953 as “Clean Up and Paint Up” Month. It was part of an effort to show well in the Home Town Contest the city had entered.


A Committee on Municipal Development reported in August 1953 as part of a series of reports on various aspects of life in the city. The reports were to prepare the city to enter the statewide Hometown Contest. The committee members were Ralph Carr, Sr., Vincent Jones, Horace O’Neal, T.E. Robison, Jr., and Chairman Richard W. Watkins, Jr. Their objective was to urge and to aid the City Council to accomplish certain goals which would make Jackson the best town of its population class in Georgia.


It’s stated goals were: for the city to acquire and to develop an adequate raw water supply; extend water mains to Mallet Street and to the housing developing in the Fairground section; extend sewerage into the so called Buchanan and Bethel Flats sections and to repair sewer pipe to the Parkland section; build several small parks in the city to provide children a place to play; build two new swimming pools; bring natural gas into the city for residents; build an elementary school for White children and a high school for Colored children; synchronize the clocks on the courthouse tower; pave the sidewalk on the Covington Street extension; provide sidewalks along unpaved streets; and remove old water mains and replace with new ones.


As schools opened in Butts County at the end of August 1953, saw a large increase in student population, which, according to Superintendent A. B. Duncan, was due to the crop of “war babies.” In the White elementary school, 139 students started class, an increase of 33 from 1952 and requiring five teachers instead of three. Total enrollment in the White schools was 997. It was believed that when all students reported to school following harvests, the county’s student population would top 2,000. There were 40 White teachers employed and 31 employed in the Negro schools.


On September 14, 1953, the City Council set the ad valorem tax levy at 13 mills, the same rate as in 1952. Of the total levy, 11.5 mills are for the support of the city, and 1.5 mills are for interest and the sinking fund. Taxes were due between December 1 and 20.

On October 1, 1953, Mayor Redman and the City Council announced that natural gas was available for homes and industry in Jackson. The final step, they said, was for voters to approve the natural gas program in the November election.


To insure an adequate water supply, the City of Jackson completed the building of a new plant that nearly doubled the existing water supply. The facility was built on eight or 10 acres of land obtained from Franklin Cawthon and Lewis Cawthon, and an earthen dam 400 feet long and eight feet high was built to impound water on Old Bethel Creek.

The one-acre lake and a six-inch line from it to the plant were built at a cash price of $16,000. The capacity of the filter plant, built at a cost of $90,000, was 500,000 gallons every 24 hours. 

The city also built heavier electric lines on East and West Third Street for $21,600 cash. Both projects were done in cash without paying any interest.


In October 1953, street markers went up around the city thanks to the combined efforts of the garden clubs and the City of Jackson. No recent civic improvement drew more commendation and praise from a grateful public. Some formerly unrecognized names were showing up as a result of the signs, such as Park Avenue, Peachtree Road and College Avenue. The cost of the project was $500.


In Jackson’s annual city primary on October 30, 1953 voters selected Avon Gaston to serve on the city council from the first ward and V.H. Ham as councilman from the fourth ward. Both men served on the council previously. Gaston won 174 to 128 over Charles M. Lewis. In the fourth ward, Ham won 155 to 146 over Bill Sasser.

JACKSON RED DEVIL FOOTBALL 1953

Jackson – 7, GREENSBORO – 14

Jackson – 6, HOGANSVILLE – 14

Jackson – 0, WEST POINT – 27

Jackson – 6, JONESBORO – 40

Jackson – 0, FORSYTH – 33

JACKSON – 40, North Clayton – 6

Jackson – 7, FOREST PARK – 41

Jackson – 0, MANCHESTER – 53

Jackson – 6, McDONOUGH – 12 (it was McDonough’s first win over Jackson)

Jackson – 7, GA School for the Deaf – 7

HENDERSON TIGER FOOTBALL 1953


The Henderson High School Tigers played the first high school Negro football game in Jackson’s history on October 3, 1953 on their newly constructed field at Mallet’s Park. Coaches Miller and Bush led the team against McDonough.

Henderson -, Newnan

Henderson - 6, McDONOUGH – 19


An injunction was filed in late November to halt the election to determine the question of natural gas for the city. The injunction was withdrawn in early December, and a new election scheduled for February 16, 1954.


In a special election December 8, 1953 to name a councilman from the third ward to fill the unexpired term of Howard Bailey, Gordon Bankston was the winner with 177 votes. J.S. Ball received 87 votes in the balloting.

