1954


At the city’s organization meeting held January 1, 1954, the following employees were named.


Mrs. W. H. Mallet, clerk; Mary Downs, assistant; Clem Thaxton, chief of police; M. E. Wade and E. H. Polk, policemen; J. H. Rooks, superintendent of the water and light department and fire chief; E. B. Perdue, filter operator and waterworks plant; R. P. Newton, chairman; W. O. Ball and J. D. Jones, members of the bond commission.


J. Avon Gaston and V. H. Ham were inducted to the city council, and Mayor W. M. Redman and councilmen Harold Barnes and Gordon Bankston were hold over members. Bankston from the third ward was named mayor pro tem.


Mallet reported that the city retired $3,000 worth of 5.5% street paving bonds on the first of the year. This reduced he city’s bonded debt to $6,000.


On January 3, 1954, 16-year-old Clarence Byars, Jr. was arrested and charged with making indecent phone calls to Jackson women. The break in the case came after weeks of suspense in which many Jackson women had been called and subjected to the caller’s obscene and indecent language. According to Sheriff J. D. (Bud) Pope, the case broke when young Byars called a Jackson matron who recognized his voice and engaged him in a prolonged conversation while friends sought police assistance.


In early January 1954, Jackson was practically assured a $110,000 National Guard Armory to serve Company A 121st Infantry. Federal funds were available, and all that was required was a pledge of local support. The city and county were required to pay only $35,000 of the cost.


Gordon Harold Barnes, 37, died on January 24, 1954 after a long illness that resulted from a rare disease from which he had sought relief in leading hospitals across the nation. Barnes had served on the Jackson City Council for several years, established a successful lumber company and was active in the First Baptist Church. A special election was set for February 12, 1954 to fill his unexpired term from the second ward. Albert W. Newton won that election 171 votes to 111 for Butler J. Smith.

JACKSON RED DEVIL BASKETBALL 1954

Jackson – 40, HAMPTON – 52

Jackson – 34, McDONOUGH – 46

JACKSON – 47, Forest Park – 40

JACKSON – 66, North Clayton – 27

JACKSON – 66, Monticello – 32

Jackson – 54, ROBERTA – 68

Jackson – 33, MILNER – 75

Jackson – 40, NEWTON COUNTY – 49

JACKSON – 47, McDonough – 46

JACKSON – 83, Forest Park – 52

Jackson – 63, JONESBORO – 67

Jackson – 47, COVINGTON – 53

JACKSON – 75, Hampton – 69

JACKSON – 74, Monticello – 68

Jackson – 39, ZEUBULON – 43

JACKSON – 48, Eatonton – 44

Jackson – 41, MILNER – 82

JACKSON – 73, Jonesboro – 69

Jackson – 51, ZEBULON – 59

Jackson – 53, NORTH CLAYTON – 57

Jackson – 49, EATONTON – 66

Jackson – 36, ZEBULON – 41


J. Stilwell Ball, Sr., 60, died on February 13, 1954 at his home after an illness of several weeks. He served as Butts County Tax Collector and as a city councilman from the third ward. He was also known as a progressive farmer.


On February 13, 1954, Hugh Howard Rooks, 22, sustained fatal injuries when his car went out of control and overturned on McDonough Road. He died en route to the hospital in Griffin. He was remembered as a star athlete for the Jackson High School football team.

JACKSON LADY DEVILS BASKETBALL 1954

JACKSON – 41, Hampton – 30

JACKSON – 32, McDonough – 25

JACKSON – 54, Forest Park – 22

Jackson – 27, NORTH CLAYTON – 36

JACKSON – 59, Monticello – 21

JACKSON – 52, Roberta – 29

JACKSON – 49, Milner – 38

JACKSON – 43, Newton County – 27

JACKSON – 37, McDonough – 30

JACKSON – 65, Forest Park – 30

JACKSON – 43, Jonesboro – 15

JACKSON – 36, Covington – 24

JACKSON – 39, Hampton – 37

JACKSON – 46, Monticello – 15

JACKSON – 32, Zebulon – 30

JACKSON – 57, Eatonton – 39

Jackson – 46, MILNER – 53

JACKSON – 51, Jonesboro – 21

JACKSON – 55, Zebulon – 27

JACKSON – 36, North Clayton – 31

JACKSON – 48, Eatonton – 37

Twenty wins in 22 games was the best record ever by a Jackson High School girls’ team.

JACKSON – 36, Hampton – 34

Jackson – 27, NORTH CLAYTON – 35

JACKSON – 35, Zebulon – 27


Voters approved a natural gas system for the city on March 26, 1954 by 400 votes to 19. The question submitted was whether or not the voters would approve the issuance of $400,000 in revenue certificates to install such a system. The vote was the largest recorded in a Jackson election. Total voter registration at the time was 643.


In the end, only $350,000 worth of revenue anticipation certificates were sold, which were to be paid off by taxpayers from revenue from the new gas system.


In a surprise move on March 31, 1954, Jackson attorney Ben Garland resigned as solicitor general and announced his intention to seek the office of governor. The main planks in the Garland platform were a “bone dry” law and a bonus for veterans. He successfully closed down unlawful roadhouses and gambling places, and numerous church officials throughout the state and the United Temperance League supported him. There was a sign on Highway 42 that read “70 miles to the Next Beer,” which was how wide Garland’s circuit was when he served as solicitor general. He was the first person from Butts County to ever declare for statewide office.


In September 1954, he received 338 votes in Butts County during the statewide primary, which put him in fourth place in the county’s voting for governor.


On May 10, 1954 the city council signed a contract with Dual Parking Meter Company of Ohio to install parking meters in Jackson’s business center. The meters were installed around the courthouse square and one block in each direction off the square. The fee was one cent for 12 minutes, and five cents for one hour of parking. Special permits were to be worked out to allow for longer parking.


The Council explained that the meters were required to relive the parking problems in the downtown area. The order from the city called for 250 meters on a six-month trial basis. The meters remained the possession of Dual Parking, but the city had the right to purchase them if the plan worked.


On June 1, 1954, the council voted to return the meters before they were ever installed. The council had voted 3-1 in favor of the meters, but local business owners worried the meters would hurt business and circulated a petition to halt the program.


Fifty seniors were awarded diplomas from Jackson High School during graduation exercises on May 24, 1950. Jimmy Knowles gave the valedictorian address, and Tommie Jo May the salutatorian. With few exceptions, the class left a few days later for the annual class pilgrimage to Washington, D.C.


A comprehensive Summer recreational program for Butts Countians of all ages began on June 7, 1954 with the cooperation of the Van Deventer Memorial Scout Foundation, city and county authorities. Joe Bell, Troop 80 scoutmaster and Jackson High School athletic coach-teacher, as director of activities. The program included water safety for boys and girls, basketball, adult softball, volleyball, ping pong, horseshoes, badminton, shuffleboard and tennis.


In June 1954, the city awarded a contract for building a connecting line and a distribution system for natural gas to Howard T. Barry of Houston, Texas. The amount of the bid, according to Mayor Redman, was $248,000. The city sold $350,000 worth of revenue anticipation certificates to pay for the work.


A deposit of $5 was asked for from every citizen who intended to use natural gas. It was the only charge to run 75 feet from their property lines to their meters.


In December 1954, the city formally accepted possession of the natural gas system from the contractor. At that time, there were 329 customers receiving bills for gas use.


Color television made its first appearance in Jackson on July 1, 1954 when Brown Jewelry & Appliance Company showcased a new Zenith unit. The program viewed was the Dave Garroway show.


At the end of June 1954, final approval was given by the State School Building Authority for a new 31-classroom elementary and high school building for Negroes and a new elementary school for Whites. According to School Superintendent A.B. Duncan, the projects were estimated to cost $698,000.


The elementary school for White students was to cost $287,000 and provide 18 classrooms near the existing high school. The sum of $411,000 was to be spent providing modern facilities for Negroes on a 25-acre tract on Bethel Flats. It included 31 classrooms, agricultural shop, home economics department, library, commercial department, and a combined lunchroom and auditorium. It was considered an effective answer to the segregation question.


In October 1954 it was announced that bids for the buildings came in under budget, and with $101,000 remaining, that four new classrooms were added to the elementary school for White students, and six rooms added to the schools for Colored students. Ground was broken on both projects in early November 1954.


In July 1954 the city was engaged in extended sewer lines in Parkland and the old McDonough Road and Highway 42 areas. The cost of the project was between $18,000 and $19,000. The city also approved a new sewer line through Bethel Flats to serve the new Negro consolidated school. The cost of the line was estimated at $25,000.


At the beginning of August 1954, the final sections of the highway connecting Barnesville with Covington were completed in Jackson.


In early August 1954, the council elected Andy Holston as engineer of the gas department. He served under J. H. Rooks, city engineer for all utilities.


For the first time in Butts County’s history, women’s names went into the box for jury duty in August 1954. Under a state law approved that year, women could opt out of duty if they so chose. The women considered had to be property owners and their names had to appear on the tax digest.


A small twister struck Pepperton and East Jackson on August 16, 1954. It blew down trees, tore roofs off houses, broke a telephone cable and smashed television antennas. A torrential downpour that did not reach the western city limits accompanied the brief storm.


In September 1954, the city set its millage rate at 13 mills, the same rate as in 1953. Five mills were used to support the city government; 6.5 mills were used for street upkeep and sanitation; one mill for the city cemetery; and interest and the sinking fund took one-half a mill. Taxes were due from October 1 to December 20.


On September 22, 1954, the Butts County Jaycees sponsored Industrial Day in Jackson. The all-day event featured speeches, a beauty pageant, a parade, three bands and a dance. It was planned as a time to celebrate existing industries in the county, and hope for future industries as well. Miss Barbara Mitchell of Barnesville won the beauty competition.


Throughout 1954, Jackson and Butts County experienced the driest weather on record since 1925. Parts of Jackson Lake’s shoreline had receded as much as 100 feet. In October, the Jackson City Council asked citizens to save as much water as possible as the city’s supply was running short. The council adopted an ordinance prohibiting the use of water for washing cars, sprinkling streets, watering flowers and shrubbery. According to J. H. Rooks, head of the city’s water and light department, Jackson was fairing better than other cities when it came to water supply, but wells were running dry. The water level at the city’s new water supply lake on Old Bethel Branch was dropping at a rate of 1.5 inches per day.


In November, Rooks reported that the reservoir’s level was out of the critical stage, and the city relaxed bans on watering, though it continued to urge conservation.


On October 19, 1954, the city held an election to determine whether or not $105,000 in General Obligation bonds should be issued to modernize and expand the city’s sewer system. The issue passed 278 to 9.


Up to that point, the city was disposing of its sewerage in local creeks. The funds approved were to be used to build a modern sewer treatment plant and run new sewer lines to Bethel Flats, which was without sewerage service.


The sewer bonds carried interest of 2.5 to 2.75 percent.


In October 1954, Mayor W. M. Redman and councilmen A. Whit Newton and Gordon Bankston were unopposed in city elections, and thus were re-nominated to serve another term.


Work began in the middle of November 1954 on paving Brownlee Road from Jackson to the Monroe County line, a distance of seven miles.

JACKSON RED DEVIL FOOTBALL 1954

JACKSON – 14, Greensboro –0

Jackson – 0, HOGANSVILLE – 13

Jackson – 6, WEST POINT – 26

JACKSON – 14, Fort Valley – 7

Jackson – 0, JONESBORO – 40

Jackson – 6, PUTNAM COUNTY – 7

Jackson – 7, McDONOUGH – 13

JACKSON 21, FORSYTH – 20

Jackson – 0, MANCHESTER – 13

Jackson – 13, FOREST PARK – 34


At a meeting of Jackson business firms on November 16, 1954, it was decided that stores would remain open all day on Wednesday, November 24 and Wednesday, December 22, and close all other Wednesday afternoons during the month of December. Prior to that decision, businesses remained opened all day long on Wednesdays in December.


At the beginning of December 1954, announcement was made that W. D. Freeman of Jackson had purchased 100 acres known as the old Lane homesite adjacent to the National Guard Armory. Plans were to develop the property as demand warranted, with 16 homes in the initial plans.


The extension of Franklin Street past the armory afforded the development its main street. It was to be extended to the High Falls Road near the Homer Caldwell place, and also to the Indian Springs highway near Pepperton Cotton Mills. A small branch on the property provided water for a lake built on the property’s eastern boundary. The property was outside the city limits, but water and electricity were made available by the city.

