1955


At the first meeting of 1955, the Jackson City Council on January 4 named all city employees for another year except T. R. Bennett who was elected as a policeman to replace Lynn Thaxton. The three city councilmen were named by Mayor Redman to various committees including: Building, Ordinance, Library, Cemetery, Police, Streets, Finance, Printing, Water & lights, Fire, Sanitary and Gas.


According to City Treasurer W. M. Mallet, on January 1, 1955, the city sliced its bonded debt in half to a mere $3,000. It was anticipated that the city would pay off the final amount in 1956, and wiped out an amount that once totaled $75,000.


According to a Dun & Bradstreet survey, Jackson had 112 businesses at the beginning of 1955, a six percent increase since 1952.


On January 27, 1955, Joe Bell, Jackson High School instructor, coach, Boy Scout Leader and active civic and religious leader, was named Man of the Year by the Butts County Jaycees. It was the first time the Jaycees awarded such an honor.


The doors of the new Van Deventer Youth Center opened on February 1, 1955. The center located in the old Jackson Banking Company Building, which later served as the REA office building, was renovated to serve the needs of the county’s youth. The building was purchased, repaired and renovated with funds made available by the Van Deventer Memorial Foundation, a trust fund established in memory of a former pastor of the Jackson Baptist Church.


All White youths in Butts County between the ages of 13 and 17 were automatically enrolled as members. Visitors were admitted when accompanied by a member. The center was open Tuesday, Friday and Saturday afternoons and nights, and Sunday afternoons.


The center came into being through the tireless efforts of the Butts County PTA, who adopted the project as its sole undertaking for the year. The center was equipped with sofas, card tables, games, table tennis, a jukebox and a concession stand.


In February 1955, women served on the Butts County traverse jury for the first time in history. Two women, LaRue Turner and Mrs. W. D. Pope, Jr. served with men on the 12-person jury.

JACKSON RED DEVILS BASKETBALL 1955

JACKSON – 56, Eatonton – 53

Jackson – 47, FORSYTH – 70

JACKSON – 57, Forest Park – 54

Jackson - 31, McDONOUGH - 51

Jackson – 64, MONTICELLO – 78

Jackson – 36, NORTH CLAYTON – 56

JACKSON – 66, Zebulon 45

JACKSON – 44, Milner – 42

Jackson – 47, JONESBORO – 56

Jackson – 57, COVINGTON – 68

Jackson – 51, JONESBORO – 52

JACKSON – 57, Zebulon – 35

Jackson – 46, MILNER – 68

Jackson – 45, MONTICELLO – 68

Jackson – 32, EATONTON – 59

Jackson

Jackson

Jackson – 30, NORTH CLAYTON – 45

JACKSON – 55, North Clayton – 34

JACKSON – 77, Forest Park – 54

Jackson – 48, HENRY COUNTY – 79

Jackson – 36, HOGANSVILLE – 63

JACKSON LADY DEVILS BASKETBALL 1955

JACKSON – 54, Eatonton – 25

JACKSON – 48, Forsyth – 46

JACKSON – 80, Forest Park – 12

JACKSON – 52, McDonough – 24

JACKSON – 66, Monticello – 32

JACKSON – 53, North Clayton – 33

JACKSON – 36, Zebulon – 29

JACKSON - 51, Milner – 39

JACKSON – 56, Jonesboro – 33

JACKSON – 48, Covington – 36

JACKSON

Jackson

JACKSON – 57, Jonesboro – 29

Jackson – 33, ZEBULON – 35

JACKSON – 53, Milner – 44

JACKSON – 43, Monticello – 25

JACKSON – 70, Eatonton – 20

JACKSON – 59, North Clayton – 27

JACKSON – 54, Jonesboro – 32

JACKSON – 52, Fayetteville – 25

JACKSON – 59, McDonough – 28

JACKSON – 43, Heard County 39

The Lady Devils, coached by Joe Bell, won the Fourth District Championship with this victory. Ann Pettigrew had 26 points. It was the team’s and Bell’s second district championship in three years.

Jackson – 42, GLENVILLE – 53


As of passage of an ordinance in March 1955, anyone beginning construction of any type of building or making material improvements or remodeling to any existing buildings in the city limits was subject to a $50 fine if they did so without a city-issued permit.


J. D. Jones, Sr., longtime editor and publisher of the Jackson Progress-Argus, died on March 17, 1955 in his sleep at his home on Indian Springs Street. Jones purchased the Butts County Progress in 1908, and combined it with the Jackson Argus a few years later. To show respect for Jones’ contributions to Jackson, all businesses closed during his funeral on a Friday afternoon.


Local merchants met on March 29, 1955 to form the Jackson Merchants’ Association. Roy Goff was named chairman, with a group of eight directors. The group’s goals were to promote the commercial, industrial and civic interests of Butts County.


A spectacular fire on April 15, 1955 destroyed the four-unit apartment building on Byron Street. Four Negro families occupied the apartments, owned by Rufus Head, though no one was home at the time. The first started on the second floor, and the only item of value saved from the flames was a chair.


In May 1955, volunteers were sought to assist with plane spotting duties at the local Ground Observation Post. Overseen by Clyde Walker and John Hunt, the volunteers were tasked with watching the skies over Jackson in the event of an attack. The time it takes to complete this duty was very negligible, it was reported, compared with the damage and destruction that could b wrought by enemy aircraft dropping atomic weapons.


Graduation for Jackson High School was held on May 30, 1955, 48 members of the Class of ’55 received diplomas. Carolyn Barber was named Valedictorian, while Ruth Bohannon was named Salutatorian.


In June 1955, the largest housing development in the history of Butts County was announced. The 24-unit subdivision east of Jackson on Highway 16 was announced by A. Dan Fears, attorney for A. C. Freeman, prominent lumberman and industrialist, who owned the property. Lots had 100 feet of frontage and were 200 feet deep. The houses, planned for the $7,000 to $8,000 price range, consisted of two and three bedrooms.


On June 6, 1955, N. F. Lang was named principal of Jackson High School. He succeeded A. L. James, who was principal of the school for two years.


To assure its gas customers the maximum in safety and service, the City of Jackson installed a three-way radio contact system in June of 1955. Mobile units were installed in the city gas truck and police car and can receive and transmit. 


In July 1955 came word that the Van Deventer Scout Memorial Foundation, which made a youth center available to White youth earlier in the year, planned to open a second, larger center for White youth at the Veterans Building in Jackson and a center for Negro youth at the Negro high school.


Jackson’s new $105,000 sewer treatment was completed and operating in September of 1955. Using the most modern equipment available, the plant treated raw sewage and released a pure and harmless product. Ballard Perdue was the filter plant operator. In addition to the plant, the city built two pumping stations – at a cost of $20,000 each - to lift sewage to the main line running to the plant.


When schools opened their doors in Butts County in August 1955, 2,018 were enrolled. The Jackson Grammar School had 520, the largest population in its history. Jackson High School reported 518 students for a total White enrollment of 1,038. There were 980 Negro students enrolled in the county’s colored schools.


In September 1955 came news that taxpayers in the city would pay an extra 4.5 mills of tax – for a total of 17.5 mills – in order to begin paying off the $105,000 sewer bond debt. The 1995 tax digest showed $1,734,785 in real estate and personal property, and increase of $41,000 over the 1954 digest.


The bullet-pierced bodies of David and Clovis Lawson were discovered September 26, 1955 in their car on Highway 42 near Locust Grove. Authorities believe Clovis shot and killed her husband and then turned the gun on her self. The couple resided on Crum Avenue in Jackson and left behind seven children.


At the end of September 1955 a pet poisoner struck again in Jackson killing scores of dogs and cats with strychnine-laced food. Dr. E. H. Gilchrist, Butts County veterinarian, treated and saved several animals.


In October 1955, Marshall Mackfall of Atlanta escaped from the city jail by removing heavy wire from a second floor window and letting himself down to the ground on a rope made from blankets. Mackfall had served six days of a 60-day sentence for drunken driving in the city limits.


Under reorganization and redesignation of Army National Guard units in Georgia in October 1955, Jackson became headquarters for Headquarters and Service Company, 48th Reconnaissance Battalion. Capt. E. M. McCord served as commanding officer of the local company.


In the October 21, 1955 primary election, Jackson voters polled the highest vote in the city’s history and nominated a woman to the city council for the first time. A total of 606 voters cast ballots and tapped Mrs. Marlin Spencer from the first ward and J. Horace O’Neal from the fourth ward. Spencer won her nomination, which is equivalent to an election, over two young men. In a close race for the fourth ward seat, O’Neal edged C. B. Brown, Jr. by a 26-vote margin, 314 to 288.


An open house for the new Henderson High and Elementary schools for Negroes was held on November 6, 1955. The paving of North Mulberry and Oak streets to the new school was not yet complete though.


In November 1955, it was announced that the Board of Directors of the Jackson Merchants Association had agreed to observe the Wednesday afternoon closing practice throughout the year with the exception of the Wednesday preceding Christmas. The vote was not binding on all members of the JMA, but it was assumed that most would go along with the decision. Prior to the vote, merchants followed their own dictates as to closing on Wednesday afternoons, which often left shoppers confused.

JACKSON RED DEVILS FOOTBALL 1955

JACKSON 13, Greensboro – 6

Jackson – 0, HOGANSVILLE – 33

JACKSON – 20, West Point – 12

Jackson – 0, FORT VALLEY – 33

JACKSON – 7, Jonesboro – 0

Jackson – 14, EATONTON – 19

Jackson – 7, McDONOUGH – 25

Jackson – 13, FORSYTH – 20

Jackson – 0, MANCHESTER – 48

Jackson – 7, FOREST PARK – 27


At least 160 children from 50 families had brighter holidays at the close of 1955 thanks to the Empty Stocking Fund sponsored by the Jaycees. Used toys were collected by the Boy Scouts and turned over to the Jaycees for repair.


In December 1955, it was reported that the city’s gas system completed its first full year with a net operating profit of $19,386. The system started in 1954 with 224 customers, and closed the year with 529 customers.


Oscar Scott King, well-known well digger, was killed in a traffic accident at the intersection of Third and Benton streets.

