1956


At a meeting on January 2, 1956, the Jackson City Council renamed all city employees to their posts with the exception of E. H. Polk, who was replaced on the police force by Watson Vaughn.


The full list of employees included: Mrs. W. H. Mallet, city clerk and treasurer; Mary Downs, assistant; Lucile J. Patrick, clerk of the gas department. J. H. Rooks was superintendent of utilities; Andy Holston, gas engineer; Ballard Perdue, engineer of the water and sewer treatment plant. Clem Thaxton was chief of police with M. E. Wade, T. R. Bennett and Watson Vaughn as police officers.


Vincent Jones was named to the Bond Commission for a three-year term. Other members were Park Newton and W. O. Ball.


Also at the meeting, Mrs. Marlin Spencer, from the first ward, and J. Horace O’Neal, from the fourth ward, assumed their posts on the Council.


The city also retired the last $3,000 block of street paving bonds there were issued in 1927. The remaining bonded debt was the $105,000 general obligation bonds issued in 1955 for the construction of a modern sewer treatment plant.


In January 1956, the Jackson Kiwanis Club announced it would support the drive to bring industry to the county, work for the enactment of stiff zoning regulations in the city, and begin a push for fluoridation of the city’s water.


City streets that would receive hard surfacing under a state contract issued in January 1956 were: Franklin Avenue from Indian Springs Street to the intersection of the High Falls road, the extension of College Street from the end of existing paving to Franklin Avenue, Park Avenue from Third Street to College Street, Fair Street from Franklin to the corner of the new school property, and Oak Street to the new Negro school there.


On January 8, 1956, Fannie Mae (Shug) Burford, a 45-year-old resident of Black Street, was burned to death in the flaming ruins of her home. John Frank Webb, 55 of Cemetery Street, later confessed to hitting the victim with a piece of coal after she threw a kerosene lamp at him.


According to Webb’s confession, obtained by Sheriff Bud Pop and a GBI agent, Webb and Burford argued over a trip to the store for a can of salmon. It was then that Burford threw the lamp, starting the fire, and he hit her on the head with the coal. He saw blood coming from her head, and ran from the house. Several witnesses put him at the home during the day, and Webb was charged with murder.


An argument between two men on January 21, 1956 resulted in a shooting fray that left one of the men dead. Floyd Cash, 25, died as a result of gunshot wounds received from Leroy White, 18, following an argument behind Cowan’s Store on Highway 42 near the Pepperton Cotton Mill. According to reports, Cash chased White with an axe, and Cash darted into a house and came out with a shotgun.


In the final week of January 1956 came news that Butts County Sheriff J. D. (Bud) Pope and County Ordinary George D. Head had been indicted by a Butts County Grand Jury on charges that they “did conspire and agree to cheat and defraud and illegal obtain from Butts County the sum of $15,000 since February 12, 1954.”


The charges grew out of alleged irregularities in the handling of traffic fines in the ordinary’s court. Traffic fine and bond forfeitures for 1954 and through November 3, 1955 totaled $30,303, the jury said. But it said that only $1,420.50 was paid into the county treasury, leaving $28,882.50 which was absorbed in court costs by the Court of the Ordinary.


Sheriff Pope had held office since January 1, 1941. Ordinary Head had held his office since January 1, 1933. Both officials were arrested by County Coroner Joel Crane, and then released under $1,500 bonds.


Sheriff Pope’s only comment was that the whole deal was “politics.”


Ordinary Head was more outspoken, saying the charges were “politics, cheap politics” because some members of the Grand Jury wanted “to run for office,” one of them against him. Head went on to say that Jackson Progress-Argus Editor Vincent Jones “wants to run for Senate. I’m thinking about running for that office myself.” He added that V. R. Ham “wants to run for sheriff,” and Richard W. Watkins “wants to run for ordinary. Put that in the paper.”


In truth, Jones was not a member of the Grand Jury and had announced he would not seek re-election to the State Senate. He had been elected to a two-year term in 1950.  Neither Ham nor Watkins had made any political aspirations known at the time, though both worked in one capacity or another with the Grand Jury that handed out the indictments. Two weeks later, Ham announced his candidacy for sheriff, and Watkins announced his candidacy for county ordinary.


A week later, the Grand Jury returned six more charges against Pope and Head.


Pope was also charged with two counts of extortion and three for embezzlement. Head was further charged with malpractice in office on a total of 111 counts. Those 111 counts were broken down into eight categories: took money in one case and applied it to other falsely-charged cases, took jurisdiction of cases not in his jurisdiction such as public drunkenness, assumed jurisdiction over matters not covered under Georgia law, falsified public documents, failed to obtain a waiver of jury trial in specific cases, dismissed certain traffic cases without regard to guilt or innocence, and assessed fines less than those required by law.


Two of Butts County’s three commissioners had instituted a civil suit against Pope and Head to recover money owed the county.


After a four-day trial in February 1956, both men were found not guilt of all charges by a Butts County jury.


Head ended up facing only 70 charges, and the all-male jury deliberated two hours. He told jurors he “always tried to do the best I could in serving the people of Butts County and I am going to continue as long as I can.” He added that he tried to keep teenagers’ names off the criminal docket and “not make criminals out of young boys,” and that he tried to help out truck drivers and other persons who used their cars in their lines of work to keep them from losing their licenses.


Sheriff Pope’s attorney argued that since his client was not legally authorized to accept cash bonds in traffic cases, any such money he collected did not belong to the county anyway. The extortion charge against Pope dealt with a case listed as “settle by sheriff” in court records. In it, Deen Lunsford was charged with assault with intent to murder Grady Craig. Pope said he witnessed payment by Lunsford to Craig of $71 for medical bills, and received $12.50 himself as a fee, although he told both men he had no authority to settle the case out of court.


Pope said the two men wanted to settle the case without a court trial and “if that’s what they wanted to do, that’s what I wanted to do.” The sheriff’s attorney argued that such a practice was a “common one” in the Flint Circuit.


At the end of January 1956, there were 1,315 telephones in Jackson.


Miss Annie Lou McCord was named Butts County Teacher of the Year at a meeting of the Butts County Jaycees on February 15, 1956. McCord had taught elementary school for 53 years. Forty-three of those years were spent in Butts County schools.

JACKSON LADY DEVILS BASKETBALL 1956

JACKSON – 58, Forsyth – 34

Jackson – 38, MILNER – 57

JACKSON – 67, North Clayton – 46

JACKSON – 51, Covington – 46

Jackson - 31, HENRY COUNTY – 41

JACKSON – 77, DeKalb – 41

JACKSON – 46, Forsyth – 36

Jackson – 38, MILNER – 41

JACKSON – 49, Zebulon – 38

JACKSON – 47, North Clayton – 37

JACKSON – 89, Monticello – 51

JACKSON – 69, McDonough – 34

Jackson – 48, CONVINGTON – 56

JACKSON – 76, Monticello – 42

JACKSON – 72, Zebulon – 37

JACKSON – 61, Pike County 46

JACKSON – 56, Milner – 54

JACKSON – 51, Henry County 44

JACKSON – 37, Heard County – 26

The Lady Devils repeated as Fourth District Basketball Champions under Coach Hunter Strickland.

JACKSON – 46, Sandersville – 43

Jackson – 56, FORSYTH COUNTY – 76

Jan Raven was named to the Atlanta Constitution’s all-state Class B team for her play in the state tournament. She scored 40 points in two games there.

JACKSON RED DEVILS BASKETBALL 1956

JACKSON – 72, Forsyth – 57

JACKSON – 52, Milner – 42

JACKSON – 68, North Clayton – 44

Jackson – 51, COVINGTON – 53

JACKSON – 63, Henry County –45

Jackson – 45, DeKALB – 69

JACKSON – 57, Forsyth – 53

JACKSON – 71, Milner – 23

JACKSON – 65, Zebulon – 40

JACKSON – 68, North Clayton – 49

JACKSON – 73, Monticello – 43

JACKSON – 57, Spalding County – 15

Jackson – 58, McDONOUGH – 67

Jackson – 49, COVINGTON – 89

JACKSON – 95, Monticello – 43

JACKSON – 84, Zebulon – 66

JACKSON – 79, Forest Park – 23

JACKSON – 71, Henry County – 57

Jackson – 62, HARRIS COUNTY – 74


In Mach 1956, the City Council passed a curfew ordinance outlawing loitering on the streets of Jackson by children under the age of 16. Loitering on the streets by persons over 16 was banned after midnight. The curfew allowed police to better patrol the city’s business district, and immediately put under suspicion those found loitering after the legal hours.


In the county primary held April 6, 1956, a record number of 3,625 voters went to the polls. V. H. Ham was elected sheriff by a vote of 1,884 to 1,735 over incumbent J. D. Pope. Richard Watkins was elected County Ordinary. Former Ordinary George Head did not seek re-election. Billy Sutton defeated Jackson Mayor W. M. Redman, who had served as county treasurer since 1941.


It was reported that 747 Negroes voted in the primary.


Bennis Fletcher was named valedictorian of the Jackson High School Class of 1956. Peggy Patrick was named Salutatorian of the 53-member class.


On May 11, 1956, 74 students at Jackson High School staged a boycott presumably to protest the School Board did not reelect Mildred T. Raven, a popular high school English instructor. Student unease with that decision had been brewing for some weeks it was reported. And on May 13, 1956, 14 bullets were fired into the high school office, library and classrooms. 

The main target was the window of Principal N. F. Lang’s office. Lang had not recommended Raven for reelection charging she was disloyal to his program and to her fellow teachers. Both Raven and JHS athletic coach Hunter Strickland were actually reelected, but with the stipulation that they both resign by a certain date. Both, however, refused to resign by that date.

Several hearings, both public and private, were held on the matter, but the Board and Land refused to yield to public opinion, which favored retaining Raven on the school’s staff.


The following week, catsup was smeared around the inside of the school and several items broken.

Two teenage boys confessed to the vandalism, saying they let the air out of three of Lang’s tires and then shot at the school’s windows. The day after the shooting, one of the boys said, Raven told them she appreciated what they had done and asked them to come to her house with some gloves.


Once there, she gave them catsup, a school key and instructions on how to get into the school. Once inside the school, she asked them to destroy the flowers in Miss Rumsey’s room, and put the catsup in the register books of Mrs. Payne, Mrs. Duncan and Mrs. Spencer. Then they were to break a window and knock over things of a desk to make it look like they had broken into the school. After they had done that, the boy said, they went back to Raven’s house and had coffee.


According to the confession, she also asked them to get some dynamite to throw in the schoolyard or principal’s office. But, the boy wrote, they could not obtain any dynamite.


Raven was charged with “willfully and maliciously destroying public property.” She said she was “shocked beyond expression” by the students’ accusations, and was fired by the Board of Education immediately. The two boys who vandalized the school were placed in the protective custody of the sheriff for the remainder of the school year.


A jury later found Raven not guilty of all charges. No charges were ever brought against the two boys.


On May 15, 1956 the Foy Hotel at Indian Springs burned to the ground. The structure, built in 1898, was one of the largest wooden buildings in the state. The fire was believed to have started in faulty wiring in the upstairs meter room. Firefighters from Jackson, Butts County Forestry and Monroe County responded to the call. The Foy originated as an eight-room hotel, and was expanded to 55 rooms in 1921 after the Wigwam hotel was destroyed by fire.


A straw vote held on May 25, 1956 to determine citizen’s interest in installing parking meters in downtown Jackson, but the result was a 58-58 tie. City officials determined not enough people cared about the topic to voice an opinion and took no action on the results.


In June 1956, traffic began using the Macon short route, which opened to alleviate congestion on Highway 41. The route intersected with Highway 42 in front of the Indian Springs school house and passed by Flovilla and Cork on its way to Dames Ferry and finally Macon. Its opening was expected to boost the value of land along the new road.


Henry Powers was named as the new coach of the Jackson Red Devil football team in June of 1956. He played halfback on the University of Georgia’s first bowl team. He replaced Hunter Strickland, who became JHS head coach in 1949.


The Jackson City Council approved an ordinance on June 25, 1956 requiring owners of every dog in the city to register their pets at city hall by August 1 and provide collars for the dogs. No dogs were allowed on city streets unless they were on a leach either.


When schools opened in September 1956, there were 1,028 students at Jackson Elementary School and Jackson High School, a drop of 14 over the previous year. There were 1,080 students at Henderson Elementary School and Henderson High School, a drop of 71 students from 1955.


Figures released in September 1956 showed the city’s tax digest amounting to $1,685,651, an increase of $50,119 in one year. This was due mostly from an increase in automobile registration. The Jackson City Council voted to keep the city’s tax rate unchanged at 17.5 mills.


In what was believed to be a record for rainfall, Hurricane Flossy brought 6.75 inches of rain in a 60-hour period to Butts County in late September 1956.


In the city primary held October 26, 1956, voters reelected Mayor W. M. Redman over his challenger Dan Fears by a vote of 405 to 240. In the second ward, incumbent A. White Newton won reelection over Dr. R. H. Pinckney by 379 votes to 268. Gordon Bankston was unopposed for the Council seat from the third ward.

JACKSON RED DEVILS FOOTBALL 1956

Jackson – 6, MONTICELLO – 39

Jackson – 6, Manchester – 6

Jackson – 18, WEST POINT – 27

Jackson – 0, FORT VALLEY – 52

JACKSON – 14, Troup County – 13

Jackson – 20, HOGANSVILLE – 45

Jackson – 19, HENRY COUNTY – 52

Jackson – 0, FORSYTH – 24

Jackson – 7, OGLETHORPE COUNTY – 34

On December 1, 1956, 17-year-old Ruth Collier fatally stabbed Dorothy Ann Griffin in an altercation over a mutual boyfriend. The slaying took place outside the Three Minute Grill on Cemetery Street. She was later sentenced to one-to-three years by a Butts County jury.


Byron Haynes, 25 of Flovilla, lost his left hand on December 10, 1956 in an accident at the Pepperton Cotton Mill. A belt slipped from the card machine he was working at, and thinking the machine was off he placed his hand in it where it was mangled.


Butts County’s National Guard Armory was officially dedicated on December 12, 1956. The facility was built for a total of $93,500, of which the federal government paid 75 percent, the state paid 12.5 percent, and city, county and an anonymous donor paid the remaining 12.5 percent.


On December 20, 1956, 32-year-old Charles Preston Chamber fatally shot and killed his wife. He was later acquitted of the murder by reason on insanity and sentenced to the state mental hospital in Milledgeville.

