1957


Jackson began 1957 with the same slate of elected officials it began 1956 with. Mayor W. M. Redman, second ward councilman A. White Newton and third ward councilman Gordon Bankston all won reelection to another two-year term in October 1956. Holdover council members were Mrs. Helen Spencer from the first ward and J. Horace O’Neal in the fourth.


Mrs. W. H. Mallet was city clerk and treasurer, with Mary Downs as her assistant. Lucile J. Patrick served as clerk of the gas department. J. H. Rooks was superintendent of utilities. Andy Holston was gas engineer. Ballard Perdue worked as engineer of the waterworks and sewer treatment plant. Clem Thaxton was chief of police with M. E. Wade, T. R. Bennett and Watson Vaughn as policemen.


The city’s only bonded indebtedness was $105,000 in general obligation bonds issued in 1955 for the construction of a new sewer treatment plant. These were to be retired by 1975.


Members of the bond commissioner were Vincent Jones, W. O. Ball and Park Newton.


In January 1957, Jackson High School was named an accredited school by the South Colleges and Secondary Schools.  The school’s principal was N. F. Lang.


The Butts County School System’s budget for 1957 was $365,051, an increase of nearly $10,000 from the previous year.


On January 29, 1957 a straw poll was held to determine whether citizens favored installing parking meters in downtown Jackson. The result was 158-144 in favor, though the City Council was not legally bound by the results. Two weeks later, the Council voted to table the issue of parking meters indefinitely.

JACKSON LADY DEVILS BASKEBTALL 1957

Jackson – 36, MILNER – 53

JACKSON – 53, Pike County – 46

JACKSON – 60, Social Circle – 36

Jackson – 35, HENRY COUNTY – 49

JACKSON – 63, Monticello – 36

JACKSON – 78, Dudley Hughes – 16

JACKSON – 54, Lithonia – 32

Jackson – 44, FORSYTH – 46

Jackson – 61, FORSYTH – 71

JACKSON – 83, Macon Vocational – 9

Jackson – 36, HENRY COUNTY – 54

JACKSON – 74, Pike County – 44

Jackson – 50, MILNER – 51

JACKSON – 63, Eatonton – 38

JACKSON – 79, Lithonia – 51

JACKSON – 63, Monticello – 39

JACKSON – 57, Eatonton – 37

JACKSON – 59, Fayette County – 25

Jackson – 42, MILNER – 62

JACKSON – 77, Villa Rica – 39

JACKSON RED DEVILS BASKETBALL 1957

Jackson – 37, MILNER – 52

Jackson – 57, PIKE COUNTY – 58

JACKSON – 60, Social Circle – 45

Jackson – 46, HENRY COUNTY – 58

JACKSON – 63, Monticello – 45

Jackson – 51, DUDLEY HUGHES – 60

JACKSON – 69, Lithonia – 51

JACKSON – 48, Forsyth – 39

JACKSON – 64, Forsyth – 56

Jackson – 39, MACON VOCATIONAL – 64

Jackson – 50, HENRY COUNTY – 64

Jackson – 44, PIKE COUNTY – 59

Jackson – 52, MILNER – 78

JACKSON – 73, Eatonton – 60

JACKSON – 60, Lithonia – 58

Jackson – 58, MONTICELLO – 65

JACKSON – 44, Eatonton – 37

Jackson – 45, PIKE COUNTY – 55

JACKSON – 72, Fayette County – 64

Jackson – 36, PIKE COUNTY – 76


Butts County schools were closed on March 11, 1957 for a week on the recommendation of three local physicians as a virus-type infection reached epidemic stages in both the White and Negro schools. The upper-respiratory infection had struck 25 percent of the student population, and there were 620 absences from school on March 8. Most patients were able to shake off the infection after a few days.


Attracting much attention on the streets of Jackson in March 1957 was the city’s new garbage truck. The white truck, of the latest design, had a power compressor that packed the trash into a smaller space. This reduced the number of trips to the city dump from eight to 10 trips per day to one or two. The truck cost approximately $8,000.


At the end of March 1957, the city filed an application for a federal housing project for 50 Negro and 35 White housing units. The units were to be rented to low-income families with minimum incomes who could not otherwise secure adequate housing. As a first step toward securing the federal funds, the Council appointed a Municipal Housing Authority and a Housing Committee.


The city’s application was approved in July, and work began on 50 unites for Negroes and 30 for Whites.


As May 1957 began, Jackson’s phantom pet poisoner put in his annual appearance a little earlier than usual. Scores of the city’s dogs and cats fell victim to strychnine-tainted meat left around town. Some families lost as many as three dogs or cats.


Fifty-three seniors graduated from Jackson High School on May 27. Natalie Lang was the class Valedictorian, and Nancy Singley served as Salutatorian.


Curtis Gaye was named Valedictorian of the Henderson High School Class of 1957.


Dobson Stone Works, Inc, of Macon, purchased nine acres and buildings from the Jackson Box & Lumber Company in May 1957. It set up its concrete and stone operation in the northwest corner of the city, and employed over two dozen people.


The city was assured by the State Highway Department of two miles of paving during 1957. The city spent $3,000 grading and soiling in preparation for the paving. Streets covered under the state pledge were: Cemetery Street, West College Street, South Peachtree Street, South Mimosa Lane, Holly Street, Oak Street (to the Negro picture show), Gym Street. Other streets previously approved for paving were: Watson Street, Orchard Street, Harkness Street, Hill Street and Forrest Avenue.


In July 1957, the state’s first county-wide traffic school opened. Butts County Ordinary Richard Watkins, Jr. was administrator, originator and promulgator of the school, which provided a 10-hour course to traffic offenders “sentenced” to the school by Watkins or Mayor W. M. Redman. But the school’s course was also open to anyone interested in improving their driving skills.


At the end of August 1957 came word that the Gateway Luggage Company would establish a plant in Jackson. P. H. Weaver, president of the Butts County Industrial Development Board, L. C. Webb, treasurer, W. A. Holston, trustee, and Councilman Gordon Bankston made a trip to the company’s headquarters in Kansas City to sign the paperwork by which Gateway leased two buildings from the Board. Butts Countians were required to erect a 40,000- and 8,000-square-foot buildings on property purchased by the Board. The total cost of the buildings was estimated at $150,000. The firm would employ around 100 people to start out, it was reported.


Stocks were sold in hopes of raising $70,000 to aide in the building. Three local organizations – the Butts County Junior Chamber of Commerce, the newly organized Butts County Chamber of Commerce, Inc. and the Butts County Industrial Development Board – canvassed the county in search of buyers. The Butts County Development Company was chartered to handle such real estate deals for the community.


In December 1957, a contract that would bring the industry to Jackson was finalized between Gateway and the Butts County officials.


Attendance at all Butts County schools was up when classes started in September 1957. There were 1,061 students enrolled at the two White schools, an increase of 33 from the previous year. At the two Negro schools, the increase was greater, from 1,080 in 1956 to 1,183 in 1957.


Senator Herman Talmadge, a beauty contest, a dance and parade were all scheduled to be part of the fourth annual Butts County Industrial Day sponsored by the Butts County Junior Chamber on September 18, 1957. But Talmadge was unable to attend, and the skies poured rain. 


In the city primary held October 25, 1957, C. B. Brown, Jr. defeated incumbent J. Horace O’Neal for the fourth ward seat on the City Council. The vote was 329 to 213. Wendell B. McCoy was unopposed for the first ward seat on the Council.


A near record of 542 of 789 registered voters took part in the primary. The record for turnout of 606 voters was set in 1955 when Brown and McCoy squared off the first time.

JACKSON RED DEVILS FOOTBALL 1957

Jackson – 0, MONTICELLO – 27

Jackson – 0, MANCHESTER – 33

Jackson – 6, WEST POINT – 20

Jackson – 0, FORT VALLEY – 21

Jackson – 0, TROUP COUNTY – 26

Jackson – 7, HOGANSVILLE – 20

JACKSON – 14, Henry County – 7

Jackson – 0, FORSYTH – 20

Jackson – 0, OGLETHORPE COUNTY – 26


In November 1957, grading work began on a new football field at Henderson High School. Up until then, the Henderson football team played ball on an improvised field in Mallet’s pasture. The Henderson Tigers won several of their games during the 1957 season.


As the year 1957 came to a close, it was reported that the county experienced no deaths on its roads or its lake during the year. Officials said these statistics were due to increased caution on the roads and on the water, and luck. Sheriff Pope also reported no murders in the county during the year.

