1958


At an organizational meeting on January 1, 1958, Mayor W. M. Redman and the City Council approved raises for all city employees not covered by recent wage increases and made one change in the police force. Willis McElhany, who had been in charge of the city’s sanitation department and served as an auxiliary policeman, was replaced as auxiliary police officer by Van Jones.


C. B. Brown, Jr. and W. B. McCoy were attending their first meeting as councilmen. Brown defeated incumbent J. Horace O’Neal and McCoy was elected without opposition, succeeding Mrs. Helen Spencer, who did not seek reelection in 1957.


A new industrial committee was formed with C. B. Brown, Jr. as chairman.


Effective in January 1958, the city increased its garbage collection schedule from once a week to twice a week. Those who had limbs or other items too large for garbage cans were asked by Councilman C. B. Brown, Jr., chairman of the city’s sanitary committee, to place them in a conspicuous place and city workers collected them on Wednesdays. Citizens were asked to obtain suitable trashcans to speed this service.


In February 1958, Mrs. Florence Jean Moore was named director of the Van Deventer Youth Center. James Wallace remained the executive director and business manager for the trustees of the Van Deventer Foundation. The center also doubled its hours of operation and began new activities for the local youth.


The coldest weather in 63 years gripped Butts County at the end of February 1958. Temperatures dropped to single digits – and two-below in Indian Springs. Older residents pointed to cold spells in 1950, 1937, 1899 and 1895, but were nearly unanimous that the Winter of 1958 was the winner for protracted, bone-chilling cold. Two inches of snow fell on February 15 A shortage of natural gas forced the closing of schools in Butts County, and many businesses and industries closed as well until there was a break in the weather. 

JACKSON LADY DEVILS BASKETBALL 1958

JACKSON – 60, Fayette County – 29

JACKSON – 47, Monroe – 35

Jackson – 46, GRAY – 49

JACKSON – 42, Forsyth – 30

Jackson – 47, MILNER – 64

Jackson – 25, HENRY COUNTY – 35

JACKSON – 54, Pike County – 46

JACKSON – 69, Monticello –31

Jackson – 38, FORSYTH – 51

JACKSON – 48, Milner – 47

Jackson – 28, HENRY COUNTY – 33

JACKSON – 48, Monticello –26

JACKSON – 63, Pike County – 55

JACKSON – 47, Fayette County – 29

Jackson – 34, HARRIS COUNTY – 41

JACKSON RED DEVILS BASKETBALL 1958

JACKSON – 55, Fayette County – 33

Jackson – 20, MONROE – 37

JACKSON – 55, Gray – 30

JACKSON – 52, Forsyth – 32

Jackson – 58, MILNER – 63

Jackson – 34, HENRY COUNTY – 50

Jackson – 57, PIKE COUNTY – 64

JACKSON –78, Monticello – 35

JACKSON – 61, Forsyth – 46

Jackson – 46, DUDLEY HUGHES – 62

Jackson – 39, MILNER – 72

Jackson – 48, HENRY COUNTY – 61

JACKSON – 70, Monticello – 52

Jackson – 57, DUDLEY – 70

Jackson – 29, PIKE COUNTY – 58

JACKSON – 61, Hogansville – 37

Jackson – 32, MANCHESTER – 64


In March 1958, the city’s house numbering system was completed by W. A. Holsten, city gas engineer. The new system was a tremendous aid to postal workers and visitors. There no ordinance requiring numbers be posted, but the Butts County Jaycees sold and installed numbers for $1.25 per house.


Using the Butts County Courthouse as a starting point, Holsten designated the four streets surrounding it as the 100 blocks. The streets on the courthouse square were given numbers below 100.


Bids were opened on April 15, 1958 for the construction of a new city hall. Accordsing to Mayor W. M. Redman, the facility was to be built using surplus utility funds accumulated in previous years. No bonds were issued to finance the project. The building gave city employees more room, served as city jail with eight cells. It was erected on a lot next to the Jackson Progress-Argus on South Mulberry Street. The city owned the lot for years, but it was used for storage by automobile dealers. The city’s fire equipment was kept behind a door facing Byars Street.


At the end of April 1958, work was underway for the construction of two new industrial facilities in Jackson. A 40,000-square-foot building was built for the Gateway Luggage Company, and a 9,000-square-foot building for an allied business that processed plywood products. The land was part of 75 acres purchased by the Butts County Development Company in the eastern section of Jackson, and 10 acres were leased to these two companies. The firms were expected to employ between 75 and 100 people and increase that number as production increased.


By August work on the buildings was complete and 400 White applicants were being screened for work at the two plants. No Negro applicants were screened.


As of May 1, 1958, Jackson residents and other natural gas users throughout the state started paying 10 percent more for the gas. The amount represented part of an 18-percent increase, of which the city absorbed eight percent. At the time, the city had 659 gas customers.


In May 1958, the Red Devils of Jackson High School won the Region 3-B East baseball title by defeating Milner 10-1. Harold McMichael hurled the Jackson team to the trophy by limiting Milner to one hit. The team had a 9-3 record overall.


At the end of May 1958, a mammoth 40-foot-tall shaving pile near the county’s prime industrial site caught fire and burned for more than two weeks. Georgia’s Civil Defense force came to help extinguish the blaze, which covered an estimated three acres. Water to fight the fire was pumped from the lake at Pepperton. The fire was within 100 yards of the Gateway Luggage plant, which was under construction at the time.


The fire rekindled itself on June 7, and was again put out by Jackson’s volunteer firefighters under the direction of C. E. Rooks. A week later, earth movers organized by the city, county and state harrowed the pile into the ground to the delight of local residents. In the end, the shavings were scattered from a pile 50 feet high covering two acres to one-foot-high covering an estimated 35 acres owned by the Butts County Industrial Development Board. 


During graduation exercises for Jackson High School on June 2, 1958, Bill Garland was named Valedictorian and John Watkins was named Salutatorian. There were 56 members of the Class of 1958.


Jackson’s most spectacular and costly fire in years gutted a 15,000-square-foot storeroom of the Farmers Union Warehouse Company and destroyed an adjacent home on June 15, 1958. The loss of cotton and feed was estimated near $100,000. Flames shot 50 feet into the air, and volunteer fireman with the city worked hard to douse the flames and save several nearby homes. No cause of the fire was determined.


A record of 347,320 man hours without incident at Pepperton Cotton Mill was ended on August 7, 1958 when Lonnie Rawls, a foreman in the card room, slipped and plunged his right foot through a glass window inflicting a severe cut. According to Levi Ball, director and executive of the mill, it was the second most serious accident in the long history of the cotton mill. Several years earlier, an employee lost a hand when it was caught in some machinery.


The Butts County Jaycee’s fifth Industrial Day was held September 24, 1958. It featured a beauty pageant, dance at the armory, and a parade with 34 floats and five bands. Seventy-five guests were invited to a buffet at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Brown on Benton Street. 

Following scattered outbreaks of rabies across the state, City of Jackson officials announced in October 1958 that all ordinances regarding the tagging, registration and inoculation of dogs in the city would be enforced immediately. In 1942, the city passed an ordinance providing that all dogs must be inoculated annually, tagged and registered at city hall. In 1956, a similar ordinance was adopted that also required owners to provide a collar for the dogs with the name of the owner printed on each. Any dog found without a collar or tag would be destroyed immediately, officials warned.


At the end of October 1958, there were 685 customers on the city’s natural gas system, and increase of 33 since the beginning of the year and an increase of 121 since 1954 when the system was approved by voters and installed.


In the city primary on October 24, 1958, voters reelected A. White Newton as Councilman from the Second Ward. He won his third two-year term over Butler Smith by a tally of 322 votes to 237. Mayor W. M. Redman and Third Ward Councilman Gordon Bankston were reelected without opposition.


On November 4, 1958, the Butts County Athletic Club was formed with 120 members. The group planned to give aid and encouragement to the athletic programs at the high school. Dr. W. G. Hicks led the group originally as president, with Max Polk as vice president.


Jackson’s new city hall was dedicated on November 9, 1958. Traffic flow outside the building was halted during the ceremony. City officials listed the overall cost of the building at $55,260. That cost was borne entirely by surplus funds from the water and light funds, so it was built debt-free. The building held the city’s administrative office space and jail with a total floor space of the building was 3,900 square feet. The exterior walls were black Italian marble, light faced brick and glass. Terrazio tiles floors were used throughout the interior, and some of the walls featured wainscoating. The entire facility was air-conditioned.


For its 1958 homecoming game, Henderson High School beat Trinity High of Decatur 21-7. The Henderson homecoming parade on November 1, 1958 featured five bands and numerous imaginative floats.

JACKSON RED DEVIL FOOTBALL 1958

Jackson – 0, MONTICELLO – 34

Jackson – 7, MANCHESTER – 27

Jackson – 6, FORT VALLEY – 28

JACKSON – 26, Lithonia – 6

Jackson – 12, HOGANSVILLE – 40

JACKSON – 12, Henry County – 0

Jackson – 0, MARY PERSONS – 7

Jackson – 6, HARRIS COUNTY – 28

JACKSON – 9, Jones County – 7


In December 1958 came news that the KYM Company, which had manufactured men’s pants in Jackson since 1954, had outgrown its original building and had contracted to build a new 25,000-square-foot factory. E. D. Briscoe, president of Butts County Industries, Inc., a stock company formed to build the new building, made the announcement. The building was projected to cost nearly $100,000, and stock in the new company was offered at $100 a share.

