1959


The city began 1959 with Mayor W. M. Redman and councilmen Gordon Bankston, C. B. Brown, Jr., W. B. McCoy, Sr., and A. Whit Newton at the helm. 


City employees were: Mrs. W. H. Mallet, city clerk and treasurer; Mary Downs, assistant clerk; Mrs. L. A. Brooks, Jr., clerk of the gas department; J. H. Rooks, superintendent of utilities; W. Andy Holston, gas engineer; Ballard Perdue, engineer at the water and sewer treatment plant; Watson Vaughn, chief of police; and M. E. Wade, R. T. Bennett, Curtis Kelly and Oscar Cook as policemen.


A meeting was held on January 17, 1959 to discuss plans to extend the city limits of Jackson. Most impacted by the proposed change were the Griffin Road section, the new residential subdivision south of the National Guard Armory, and the industrial lot on which the Gateway Luggage and Kym Company buildings were located. 


About 40 citizens turned out for the meeting and were so steadfast in their opposition to the proposed extension along the Griffin Road that the mayor postponed the plan. However, plans to incorporate the industrial area, the old C.C.C. Camp on Mallet Street where new low cost housing was being built, and the residential lots south of the armory into the city went ahead.


On January 28, 1959, the city passed an ordinance stipulating that any dog found running loose in the city limits would be picked up and taken to a pound for three days and destroyed if not claimed by an owner in that time. The action was taken, according to Mayor W. M. Redman, to combat the packs of dogs that infested portions of the city. Several pet cats had been killed by stray dogs in recent months and a cow in the city was attacked and injured by a pack.

JACKSON LADY DEVILS BASKETBALL 1959

Jackson – 17, FORSYTH – 30

JACKSON – 42, Putnam County – 39

Jackson – 32, MILNER – 33

Jackson – 25, HENRY COUNTY – 34

Jackson – 34, PUTNAM COUNTY – 39

JACKSON – 46, Fayette County – 42

JACKSON – 43, Monticello – 18

Jackson – 37, FORSYTH – 42

Jackson – 36, PIKE COUNTY – 37

JACKSON – 48, Milner – 45

JACKSON – 49, Fayette County – 27

Jackson – 37, GRIFFIN – 42

Jackson – 24, HENRY COUNTY – 38

JACKSON – 36, Griffin – 29

JACKSON – 46, Monticello – 17

Jackson – 38, MARY PERSON – 41

JACKSON RED DEVILS BASKETBALL 1959

JACKSON – 43, Forsyth – 42

Jackson – 60, EATONTON – 65

Jackson – 48, MILNER – 67

Jackson – 41, HENRY COUNTY – 58

JACKSON – 66, Putnam County – 57

JACKSON – 66, Fayette County – 50

JACKSON – 59, Monticello – 34

Jackson – 37, FORSYTH – 44

Jackson – 29, PIKE COUNTY – 52

Jackson – 46, MILNER – 61

Jackson – 51, DUDLEY HUGHES – 74

JACKSON – 62, Fayette County – 41

Jackson – 31, GRIFFIN – 73

Jackson – 40, HENRY COUNTY – 42

Jackson – 45, GRIFFIN – 65

JACKSON – 44, Monticello – 38

Jackson – 29, ROBERTA – 35

Jackson – 39, FORT VALLEY – 55


Announcement was made in February 1959 that Singletary & Nye Construction Company of North Carolina planned to build an office and steel fabricating plant in Jackson’s new industrial area. The firm was already building a facility for the Kym Company.


Seven low rent housing united for Whites were to be constructed on land off Watson Street. The 29 units for Negroes were to be built on what was known as Mallet’s Field.


At a band competition in Barnesville in March 1959, the Henderson High School Band under the direction of G. R. Holland won a rating of superior and first place. The band had become one of the best Negro bands in the state, it was reported.


During the annual Jaycee Awards Night banquet on April 2, 1959, Beverly Ingram was named STAR Student of Jackson High School, and she in turn named N. F. Land as her STAR Teacher. W. Andy Holston was named Young man of the Year.


In April 1959, it was announced that a lighted baseball field for the local Little League was to be built in time for Summer games. The field had six light poles, and was constructed on the old baseball field south of the high school. The first game under the lights was played on June 26, 1959.


In April 1959, the city threatened to crack down on loud mufflers in local cars. The city had long had an ordinance outlawing such noisy mufflers, but vowed to enforce it in the wake of recent complaints.


On May 1, 1959, Doug Bryant won first place in the mile race at the state track meet with a time of 4:50.4. As far as anyone knew, he was the first Jackson student to win an event at the state track meet.


On May 5, 1959 came news that the Central Georgia EMC had received a federal loan of $460,000 to bring power to 500 new customers and make system improvements. 


Forty-five seniors received diplomas from Jackson High School on June 1, 1959.


The Kym Company, second only to the Pepperton Cotton Mill in number of people employed in Butts County, moved into its new 26,000-square-foot facility at the beginning of June 1959. For the previous six or seven years, the company had been located in a building off the old Griffin Road.


A major disaster was narrowly averted on July 13, 1959 after a gasoline storage tank at the Hi-Fi Service Station on Indian Spring Road caught fire. It was extinguished by a timely rainstorm and prompt action from the Jackson Fire Department. Flames at one times shot as high as 30 feet into the air.


At an August 1, 1959 meeting of the Butts County Board of Education, C. B. Littlefield was elected principal of Jackson High School. D. V. Spencer, Butts County School Superintendent, also announced that Littlefield’s wife had been appointed librarian of the high school.


During a meeting of the Jackson Kiwanis Club on August 11, 1959, Dr. R. C. Williams of Atlanta outlined how the county could qualify for a 25-bed Hill-Burton Hospital. Under the Hill-Burton act, the federal government would allocate two-thirds of the cost of building such a hospital if local sources funded the other third and a hospital authority was formed.


When schools opened in Butts County at the start of September 1959, there were 2,256 students enrolled. Jackson Elementary School, with grades one through six, had 631 students. Jackson High School had 472 students. Henderson High and Elementary schools had a total of 1,156 students.


At a meeting on September 18, 1959 of the trustees of the authority, J. T. Beckham, prominent Jackson businessman and civic leader and president of the Butts County Chamber of Commerce, was elected chairman of the Butts County Hospital Authority. The authority’s members passed a resolution stating that: “there is urgent need for the creation of a hospital authority for the county of Butts, and that by reason of existence of the need for hospital facilities to serve the citizens of the county of Butts.” 


In the city primary on October 23, 1959, councilmen C. B. Brown, Jr. and Wendell B. McCoy, Sr. were unopposed for their seats on the City Council. At the same time, J. Avon Gaston succeeded T. A. Nutt, Sr. as chairman of the city’s executive committee. Richard Watkins, Jr. succeeded Vincent Jones as secretary of the committee.


At a meeting held October 27, 1959, the planning commissions from the county and the city met for the first time as one board. Members elected M. L. Powell as chairman. The commission learned that night that it would be three years before Hill-Burton funds would be available for a Butts County hospital.


As of November 1959, there were 1,746 phones operating in the Jackson exchange, according to Charles E. Martin, manager of the Jonesboro district for Southern Bell. The company entered the local phone market in 1906 when it bought a locally owned telephone system from $6,500. At that time, there were 109 phones in the county.


A fire of undetermined origin struck the moat house and its combustible waste products at the gin of the Farmers Service, Inc. on Lyons Street on November 10, 1959. The business owner, Dawson Bryant, estimated the losses at $1,000.

JACKSON RED DEVILS FOOTBALL 1959

Jackson – 0, MONTICELLO – 7

Jackson – 21, MANCHESTER – 21

Jackson – 0, FORT VALLEY – 13

Jackson – 12, Lithonia – 12

Jackson – 0, HOGANSVILLE – 20

JACKSON – 21, Henry County – 6

Jackson – 6, MARY PERSONS – 19

Jackson – 13, Harris County –13

JACKSON – 13, Jones County –6


City of Jackson natural gas consumers got good news in the last week of November 1959. According to W. Andy Holston, city gas engineer, a recent gas rate increased granted the Southern Natural Gas Company was not going to be reflected in customers’ bills. This was because of an increase in the number of residential and commercial gas users helping to absorb the cost.


A fire, believed to have started in a defective flue, totally destroyed the interior and contents of the brick building known as Conley’s Store on Benton Street on December 1, 1959. Damages were estimated at $2,500.


On December 4, 1959, 25-year-old Josie Newby became Butts County’s fourth traffic fatality of the year when she was struck by a car on Highway 16 near the Pepperton cemetery. According to reports, she and her husband and their four-year-old daughter, Rosa Lee, were attempting to cross the highway after visiting relatives. Millard Tomlin, owner of Riverside Barbecue, was driving the car that struck and killed Newby and seriously injured her daughter.


For the 1959 Empty Stocking Fund, the Butts County Jaycees raised funds by giving away a Shetland pony on Christmas Eve. The Jaycees also located the most needy families in the county for Christmas gifts by relying on public school teachers and churches, rather than applications from families. The drive sought useable toys, which could be given to needy children in the community.

