1960


The Jackson-Butts County Planning Commission, headed by M. L. Powell, received word that the federal government renewed Jackson’s certification as having a workable housing program for preventing and eliminating slums and blight.


The Commission recently completed an exhaustive survey titled, “The Economy and Population of Jackson and Butts County.”


A newly lighted baseball field promises this year’s Little League season will be better than last year, when the All-Star team won the sub-district tournament. M. L. Hodges, Jr. was in charge of the League here.


When the season kicked off, a board of directors was elected. Lee Roy O’Neal, principal of the Jackson Elementary School, was appointed president of the Van Deventer Little League. Plans were made to build two dug outs and a concession stand at the ball field, and Richard Watkins donated the material for one dug out.


By the end of March 1960, funds had been secured to build both dug outs and a snack bar. The canteen was built with funds from the Little Gulf Station, L. W. May Gulf Oil distributor and Marine Equipment. The second dug out was built with funds from Parrish Drug Company and its owner Dr. B. F. Parrish.


The Little League season opened May 2, 1960, with four team competing on the improved field: Standard Oil Company, City Pharmacy, Polk Tire Company, and Pepperton Cotton Mills.


Over $185 was raised locally for the Muscular Dystrophy Drive in December 1959.


There were 137 manufacturers, retailers and wholesalers in this area in 1960.


Quik-Kurb, a self service grocery store between Second and Third Street, opened.


Mr. and Mrs. M. L. Hodges, Sr. celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on December 26, 1959, and were honored guests at a dinner thrown at their home by their children.


Henry Wise, a well know Negro carpenter who lived on Buchanan Street, was killed instantly on January 10, 1960 during an argument over a can of tobacco. According to Sheriff V. H. Ham, Charlie Watts shot Wise with a pistol in a home on Brownlee Road.


The home of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. O’Neal on East College Street was almost completely destroyed by fire on January 11, 1960. It was one of the most stubborn fires in Jackson history, keeping the volunteers of the Jackson Fire Department busy from 8:50 p.m. until 5 a.m. when the last truck left.


According to Fire Chief C. E. Rooks, between 75,000 and 80,000 gallons of water were used to douse the flames. No one was injured, and the home was covered by insurance, though numerous antiques and heirlooms belonging to both the O’Neal’s families were lost in the fire.


A week later, J. W. O’Neal, a senior banker and civic leader, was named U.S. Savings Bond Chairman for Butts County. In 1959, citizens in Butts County place $114,000 in Savings Bonds.


Scott Tillery, a 13-year-old Jackson boy, suffered a broken leg in front of his home on Brookwood Avenue on January 13, 1960 when he slipped and fell under a school bus that he had just gotten off of. The bus, which certain Jackson residents furnish for private transportation for their children, ran over him with one wheel before a nearby motorist stopped the bus driver.


A fire of unknown origin ruined patterns on four machines in the Jacquard room of the Pepperton Cotton Mill on January 14, 1960. The blaze set off the sprinkler system, which put out the fire. Coming so soon on the heels of the O’Neal home fire and a conflagration that completely destroyed the Fellowship Presbyterian Church on Christmas Eve, people in Jackson were worried. Not even a songbook was left at the 125-year-old church.


On January 22, 1960, a fire destroyed Trimier Funeral Home, the Negro mortuary at 321 East First Street. Chief Rooks said the fire alarm sounded at 5:30 a.m. and volunteers fought the flames in sub-freezing weather. There was insurance on the building, but not the contents.


A proposed 25-bed Hill-Burton Hospital was sought for Jackson. Two thirds of the $500,000 cost would be provided by the federal government, with local residents responsible for the remaining third.


Jackson Mayor W. M. Redman announced the following committee assignments for 1960:


Building: A. W. Newton – chairman, Gordon Bankston, C. B. Brown, Jr.


Cemetery: W. B. McCoy – chairman, C. B. Brown, Jr., A. W. Newton


Gas: A. W. Newton – chairman, C. B. Brown, Jr., Gordon Bankston


Police: C. B. Brown, Jr. – chairman, Gordon Bankston, A. W. Newton


Ordinance: Gordon Bankston – chairman, C. B. Brown, Jr., A. W. Newton


Streets: C. B. Brown, Jr. – chairman, A. W. Newton, Gordon Bankston


Finance: A. W. Newton – chairman, C. B. Brown, Jr., Gordon Bankston


Fire: C. B. Brown, Jr. – chairman, A. W. Newton, Gordon Bankston


Library: W. B. McCoy – chairman, Gordon Bankston, C. B. Brown, Jr.


Printing: W. B. McCoy – chairman, Gordon Bankston, C. B. Brown, Jr.


Water and Lights: Gordon Bankston – chairman, C. B. Brown, Jr., A. W. Newton


Sanitary: C. B. Brown, Jr. – chairman, W. B. McCoy, Gordon Bankston


Industrial: C. B. Brown, Jr. – chairman, A. W. Newton, Gordon Bankston, W. B. McCoy


In early February 1960, Mayor W. M. Redman and the City Council voted to install parking meters around the downtown square for a trial period of six months. The meters will also be installed one block off the square on Third, Second, Mulberry and Oak streets. At the end of the trial, citizens will be able to express their like or dislike of the meters at the ballot box.


Several years before, a similar poll actually tied between those who wanted parking meters and those that did not.


On March 7, 1960, 250 parking meters took effect. Meters in front of the post office, city hall and the front of the Jackson National Bank had 12-minute time limits. All others had two hour limits, with 12 minutes for a penny or five cents for an hour. Parking permits could also be purchased for $2.50, which allowed unlimited parking when displayed in an automobile.


City officials and Police Chief Watson Vaughn assigned policeman M. E. Wade the task of checking the meters. At the same time, the City Council elected C. M. Polk to be night policeman.


In early 1960, homes were being built in Jackson at a rapid rate, and it looked as though the year was on pace to set a record for number of new homes constructed.


After a meeting between Mayor Redman and the City Council with the Jackson-Butts County Planning Commission, a public hearing was to be set to allow citizens a chance to air their views of a proposed subdivision regulation ordinance. The proposal would regulate the lot size, street width, size of blocks, requirements of street improvements, etc. According to M. L. Powell, chairman of the Planning Commission, mistakes were made in the past when subdivisions were created. These problems included streets too narrow, blocks too small, and lots too small.


Severe winds struck the KYM Company on Thursday, February 4, 1960. Part of the building’s roof was torn away, and employees –though panicked - inside worked quickly to minimize damage to the inside. Small limbs were down throughout the city, but no one was injured and electric power was not lost.


During a Business and Professional Women’s Club meeting on February 22, 1960, Councilman C. B. Brown, Jr. outlined plans to add parking space on the square by reducing the size of the courthouse lawn.


Aldo during the meeting, Richard W. Watkins, Jr., a member of the Jackson-Butts County Planning Commission, said the city needs to take steps to make Jackson a more attractive agricultural trading center, continue its aggressive search for high priority industries, make the residential areas more attractive, and realize that the function and character of the downtown commercial area will change in the future to meet the competition of nearby shopping areas.


Also on display at the meeting were maps and drawings created by Andy Holston. Officially, Holston was the City Gas Engineer, but unofficially he is everything else – engineer, mechanic, surveyor, draftsman, map maker, lieutenant in the National Guard, club president, campaign director, and lay leader in his church.


Walter Askin and his family were left destitute on February 19, 1960 after a fire ravaged their home off the Jackson-Jenkinsburg Road. There were five children in the family, and calls went out to the community for clothing, bedding and furniture.


In January and February 1960, Jackson received 13.2 inches of rain, five inches more than the same period in 1959.


On the night of Wednesday, March 2, 1960, Jackson was hit hard by an ice storm that snapped pine trees, felled limbs on oak and pecan trees, and blacked out the entire city by 12:35 a.m. on Thursday, March 3. City workers worked feverishly keeping the streets clear of limbs and hot power lines.


Additionally, the city was cut off from communication with the outside world as all 12 of its long distance circuits were knocked out. Residents with gas in their homes opened their doors to neighbors to heat themselves and cook food.


Bird and Florrie O’Neal, who lost heir home to fire in January, turned their new home on College Street into a kind of hostel for the neighborhood. The house is heated by gas, and the range is fueled by gas as well, so they were able to provide warm food in a warm environment to many families.


M. L. Hodges reported selling 75 lanterns at Hodges Hardware.


Estimates were anywhere from 48 to 72 hours before service could be resumed, but thanks to a superhuman effort by J. H. Rooks, Superintendent of the Water and Light Department, and his crew, other city workers, National Guardsmen and citizen volunteers, power was restored by 4 p.m. that afternoon.


The temperature sank to 10 degrees on Friday and Saturday, and it was Sunday, March 6 before the mercury rose above freezing and the ice began to melt.


Once every 24 years is enough, some said.


In March 1960, the Butts County Jaycees named Harvey (Butch) Bohannon STAR Student in Butts County, and he named Mrs. V. L. Bryant as STAR Teacher.


The first mass in the beautiful new Catholic Church on the corner of Lyons and Covington streets was said on March 20, 1960. The church was officially dedicated on April 20, 1960.

JACKSON BASKETBALL 1960

GIRLS

Jackson – 48, Lithonia - 19

Mary Persons – 28, Jackson - 25

Jackson – 37, Fayette – 28

Jackson – 43, Monticello - 21

Jackson – 32, Henry County –33

Jackson – 40, Newton County – 51

Jackson – 20, Griffin – 27

Jackson – 34, Pike County – 30

Jackson – 62, Gordon – 36

Jackson – 18, Mary Persons – 25

BOYS

Jackson – 51, Lithonia - 37

Jackson – 52, Mary Persons - 36

Jackson – 32, Gordon – 35

Jackson – 34, Fayette – 37

Jackson – 52, Monticello – 44

Jackson – 33, Henry County – 46

Jackson – 47, Newton County – 59

Jackson – 53, Griffin – 63

Jackson – 40, Pike County – 65

Jackson – 40, Gordon – 15

Jackson – 42, Fort Valley – 51


On April 8, 1960, county voters overwhelmingly approved a $200,000 bond issue to build a Hill-Burton Hospital in Jackson. Two weeks later, an offer from the Board of Directors of Pepperton Mills to the Butts County Hospital Authority was made public, in which Pepperton Mills offered 10 acres of land north of Highway 16 for the hospital site.


In May 1960, City Pharmacy and its owner Dr. Roy Goff offered the Hospital Authority 10 acres of land for the hospital on Highway 16.


In June 1960, a 12-acre site on McDonough Road was selected as the site for the hospital. The land was donated by Mrs. Anna Dawn Watson Edwards. The hospital was named Sylvan Grove, the same name given by Asa and Lucy Buttrill to their homeplace. Asa was given the land for his service in the Revolutionary War, and it remained in the family for six generation and was primarily virgin forest until it was cleared for the hospital.


“I’m just a school teacher who loves her home, her community and especially the children and young people of my hometown,” said Edwards of her gift.


In April 1960, the Jackson Police Department received a Traffic Safety Award from the Georgia Department of Public Safety for its outstanding traffic safety record of no deaths in the past five years. Police Chief Watson Vaughn accepted the award.


Jackson High School placed nine boys in the state track meet on April 29 and 30, 1960. They are: Douglas Bryant, Pete Gilbert, Phillip Bryant, Smokey Dukes, Ben Garland, Johnny Floyd, Perry Jones, Tommy Harper, and Larry Deraney.


Douglas Bryant won the Class B mile run title with a time of 4:47. Ben Garland placed fourth in the 100-yard dash.


During a donkey baseball game sponsored by the Jaycees in May 1960, Denny O’Neal reportedly spent more time in the air and on the ground than on top of his ill-tempered donkey. One spill over the donkey’s head actually left Denny out of commission for several minutes, but he managed to keep his ever-present smile.


Forty-nine seniors received diplomas from Jackson High School during graduation ceremonies on May 31, 1960 at the Jackson Methodist Church. C. B. Littlefield was principal of the school.


In May 1960 the Jackson City Council proposed zoning ordinances to facilitate a more rapid and orderly growth for the city. 


“We cannot control the price of houses, but we can control the size of lots,” said M. L. Powell, chairman of the Planning Commission and an employee of Jackson Hardware.


The meat of the zoning ordinance is that a residence destroyed or demolished in a business district cannot be rebuilt as a residence, and a business destroyed or demolished in a residential district cannot be rebuilt as a business. In light of this, three neighborhood business districts were proposed: Bethel Flat, on Cemetery Street, and in the area between Mallett and Benton streets. Most of the area along the rail lines was reserved for industrial growth. In low density area, all lots must be 100 feet wide, and in the medium density area lots must be a minimum of 60 feet wide.


Preliminary figures released by James N. Price, Census District Supervisor, indicated that Jackson’s population in 1960 was 2,536, a gain of 493 over the 1950 figure of 2,043. The county shows a loss of 157 residents during that 10-year span, with an estimated population in 1960 of 8,922.


The Van Deventer Babe Ruth Baseball League opened its 1960 season in May with two Butts County teams, the Jaycees and the Youth Center. The league is for teenage boys and included several graduates of the Little League program.


On June 13, 1960, Mrs. R. M. King killed a 6’4” black snake on her lawn on Forrest Avenue.


On July 20, five-year-old Howard Rossey was bitten by a copperhead moccasin while playing in his yard on Covington Street. The snake was killed by a neighbor, and Rossey was treated with a swollen arm.


Work began on June 20, 1960 on the new retail building on the lot south of City Hall. It will house A&P and Polk Tire & Service.


The City of Jackson launched a campaign at the end of June 1960 to rid the town of its population of stray dog. The police caught as many dogs without inoculation tags as they could, euthanized those obviously stray, and held for three days those that might have been pets to allow owners to contact the city as to their dogs’ whereabouts. The goal of the campaign was to lessen the chance of rabies as hot weather approached. M. L. Powell, former county extension agent, provided rabies shots to pet owners for $1.50 during a rabies clinic on June 24, 1960.


Pepperton Cotton Mills took its annual vacation from Saturday, June 18 to Monday, June 27. And, as it has done since 1945, paid out vacation bonuses to workers.


Newly installed lights on the Jackson High School baseball field were formally dedicated on July 4, 1960 with a Connie Mack league baseball game, barbecue chicken dinner, and live music. The Central Georgia EMC, City of Jackson, D. W. Bailey Construction Company and Georgia Power Company contributed to the new lights. The field was used for night games by Jackson High School, the Babe Ruth League (ages 13-15), the Connie Mack League (ages 16-18), and ladies and men’s softball leagues.


A grand opening was held June 23, 1960 for the Butts County Veterinary Hospital, with Dr. E. H. Blackburn as veterinarian. The office was located on Indian Springs Road in the building formerly occupied by Fuqua Radio and Television Shop.


Due to complaints from citizens, ordinances on loud mufflers, speeders and drag racers will be strictly enforced by the Jackson Police Department. In July 1960, loud mufflers in particular were a nuisance to residents.


A month later, the crackdown was a success because complaints have dropped off, according to Police Chief Watson Vaughn.


Fashion Pillows celebrated its first anniversary during July 1960. It relocated from Griffin where it produced decorative pillows. W. H. Shapard is president of the company, with George Tharpe, Jr. as superintendent.


During the first week of August 1960, the Jackson Hotel was demolished to make way for a modern shopping center. Originally built in the late 1880s by Asa Smith for his sister-in-law, Ezra Morrison. It became known as the Morrison House after she passed away and her sister, Mrs. C. R. Gresham, took it over. 


Traveling salesmen used the hotel and its two sample rooms to display their goods for local merchants.


Around 1900, the hotel was purchased by the Buchanans, and it became known as the Buchanan Hotel. The Buchanans added two wings to the hotel at that time and the structure had 42 rooms. It later became known as the Butts County Hotel, and finally as the Jackson Hotel.


Lewis Henderson worked at the hotel for nearly 50 years, ringing the hotel bell every day at noon to let businessmen know it was time for lunch. He also picked up guests at the railroad station in a fringe-topped surrey drawn by a sorrel horse. Tom and Mamie Bailey worked at the hotel for over 40 years.


The Buchanans sold the hotel in 1954 to the Berry Realty Company of Atlanta. David Deraney purchased the lot and following demolition of the hotel planned to build a modern shopping center four to five stories tall with 96 parking space and no parking meters.


Two new stores opened the week of August 7, 1960, both on Third Street. Gilbert’s Furniture, located at 125 East Third Street, run by Mr. and Mrs. Henry Lee Gilbert offered new furniture, refinishing and upholstery. The Watch Hospital, located across the street from Gilbert’s, is run by John Pray and will offer watch repair and jewelry.


On August 22, 1960, the City Council approved a $30,000 contract for a lift and pump and force main for the purpose of pumping the sewage from the south side of Jackson and Garden Hills over to the sewage treatment plant. 

The lift pump was installed just east of Freeman Street near Town Creek for the purpose of clearing up that stream, which flows to Indian Springs. Also included is the rebuilding of the sewer outfall located between First Street and the Negro school.

The contractor, J. B. McCrary and Company of Atlanta, have done all the sewer work in Jackson beginning in 1914 with the original sewer system. 


In August 1960, some local merchants had joined together to oppose the parking meters around downtown Jackson. They ran ads in the Jackson Progress-Argus urging citizens to vote out the meters during a September referendum because the meters kept out of town shoppers from coming to Jackson, play into the hands of stores that have free parking, and that the town is too small to have the meters.


City officials countered that the city tried in the past to prevent all-day parking around the square by enforcing five-hour and two-hour limits on parking in spaces. The meters were, five months in, generating $400 a month in revenue, half of which went to pay for the meters themselves. In four years, officials said, the city would own the meters and additional revenue will be available to the city then. Revenue from the meters was already being used to improve streets and sidewalk, and the Mayor and City Council were considering using part of it to build a new police booth on the square.


Lightning struck and set fire to the home of Jonas “Man” Taylor on August 30, 1960. The house, just off Highway 16 East burned to the ground, though no one was injured.


In 1960, there were 27 teachers at Jackson Elementary and 14 at Jackson High School. There were 25 teachers at Henderson Elementary and 13 at Henderson High School. When classes began at 8:40 a.m. on Tuesday, September 6, there were 2,281 boys and girls, white and colored in school, and decrease from 2,259 students when the 1959 school year began.


In September 1960, the Central Georgia Electric Membership Corporation received a $965,000 grant from the Rural Electrification Administration for the purpose of constructing 60 miles of distribution lines to bring power to up to 1,000 new homes in the area. Manager R. F. Armstrong predicted that by 1970, the EMC would have 10,000 new customers.


Esteemed Jackson residents Mr. and Mrs. Carl Mitchell celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on Sunday, September 4, 1960.


In the primary of September 20, 1960, Butts County business and civic leader Bailey Woodward was elected to the House of Representatives. Voters in the City of Jackson also voiced their approval for parking meters by a vote of 1,623 to 734.


James Woodward, a 23-year-old Negro, was burned to death early in the morning on Sunday, September 25, 1960 when a fire of undetermined causes destroyed his small frame house on Mallet Street. Woodward, an employee of the Standard Service Station in Jackson, was thought to have been awakened by the flames but succumbed to smoke inhalation.


The seventh annual Industrial Day was held September 28, 1960, and was sponsored by the Jaycees. A talent show kicked off the celebration on September 27 at the school auditorium. Industrial Day kicked off with opening remarks from Mayor Redman and Jaycee President Jim Robertson on the courthouse square. 

These were followed by a beauty contest featuring candidates from all surrounding counties, culminating in the crowning of Miss Industry 1961. Judy Apple, a blue-eyed brunette senior at Jackson High School possessing a 37-23-38 figure, won the coveted crown from a field of 28 lovelies from six counties. She was the first Butts County girl to win the beauty contest in the event’s seven-year history.

A parade followed featuring 30 civic club floats and the Jackson High School, Griffin High School, McDonough High School and Gordon College Cadet bands, and a big dance was held that night in the high school gymnasium.


The Standard Oil Company first opened in Jackson in 1897 under the direction of Thomas A. Cole. From then until 1907, the company only sold kerosene and axle grease. The company first sold gasoline to Carmichael Buggy Company and the Empire Buggy Company for a gasoline engine used to pump water. The first to sell gasoline for automobiles was W. T. Scarborough whose location was in Gresham’s Mule Stable, which was in the alley behind the Gresham House, known in the 1960s as the Pittman Home on West Third Street. In 1909, gasoline sold wholesale for nine cents a gallon with no tax. In 1960, gasoline sold for 28.8 cents a gallon wholesale, of which 10.5 cents went to pay taxes on the fuel.


The first season of the Negro Little League baseball team of Jackson came to a close in September 1960. The team, coached by John Watkins and assistants S. L. Johnson and W. H. Powell, earned a record of 18-8. Bradley Freeman, a pitcher, ended with a perfect 5-0 record.


The Butts County Fair was held for six days, October 17 through 22, 1960, and was sponsored by the Jackson Exchange Club. Mrs. Homer L. Allen, Sr. was named Woman of the Year and presented with a silver goblet from the Exchange Club. She was a founding member of the Jackson Business and Professional Women’s Club and a stalwart of the First Baptist Church. Judy Apple was named Miss Butts County.


In the flower show, sweepstakes ribbons were awarded to Mrs. Lou W. Moelchert and Mrs. David Settle, for receiving the most points in the show. Mrs. Odell Cook and Miss Delia Watkins won tri-color ribbons for the best arrangements.


In the October 21, 1960 city primary, C. Milton Daniel, Jr. won the race for Second Ward Councilman over incumbent A. Whit Newton by a tally of 330-327, one of the closest races in the city’s history and a near record voter turnout. Mayor W. M. Redman, mayor since 1936, was reelected without opposition. Councilman John Gordon Bankston won reelection in the Third Ward without opposition.


Parents and teachers interested in improving the county’s schools met on October 27, 1960 to organize the Parent-Teacher Planning Group. 


J. H. Stewart, a well-known farmer in the Jackson district, dug up a 17-pound potato on October 27, 1960. 


On Saturday, October 29, 1960, John Leonard Lyons, a former mayor of Jackson and prominent citizen, passed away at the age of 92 after a prolonged illness. He served two terms as mayor, and one term in the General Assembly representing Butts County. Several years ago during an ice storm, he fell in his yard and broke his hip from which he never fully recovered.


In November 1960, plans were announced by J. W. Fletcher, manager, that the Colonial Store on Oak Street would be remodeled and enlarged. Twenty feet was added to the front of the building, and the parking lots on both sides were paved.


On November 7, 1960, the U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare approved a $251,020 Hill-Burton Grant to the Butts County Hospital Authority toward the $570,500 cost of the new 28-bed Sylvan Grove Hospital.

JHS RED DEVIL FOOTBALL

Jackson 7, MONTICELLO 25

JACKSON 13, Manchester 6

Jackson 7, FORT VALLEY 12

Jackson 0, MORGAN COUNTY 20

Jackson 7, PUTNAM COUNTY 26

Jackson 0, HOGANSVILLE 38

JACKSON 13, Henry County 6

Jackson 6, MARY PERSONS 7

JACKSON 7, Harris County 6

JACKSON 44, Jones County 0


A young girl and an infant were injured on December 7, 1960 when the automobile they were riding in was struck by a train on the Pepperton crossing.


On Thursday, December 8, 1960, a ribbon was cut opening the new retail buildings for A&P and Polk Tire and Service Company located on a lot between College and Byars streets. The A&P building covered nearly 8,00 square feet and had 100 parking spaces. The Polk Tire building was 64’ x 80’, and was two stories high in the back.


The final population count for the 1960 Census was announced at he end of December 1960. Butts County had a population of 8,976, and Jackson had a population of 2,545.


The Granart Company, owned by R. D. Burnsed, moved to Jackson in 1960. It was one of only two companies in the country that produced multi-color granite blocks for use in banks, city halls and other decorative buildings. It employed 20 people when it opened in the old box factory.


By the end of December 1960, the sewage lift station on the south side of Jackson and the discharge lines leading from the lift station to the sewer treatment plant were in operation. The station lifted all sewage on the south side of the city, and assured that the creeks and streams in that section of Jackson remained free of sewage. The total cost of the project was approximately $30,000.


On Friday, December 23, 1960, four-year-old Jesse Scott, a Negro living on Mimosa Lane, was killed with his clothing caught fire in his home. 


The four garden clubs in Jackson did not sponsor a lighting contest for homes over the holidays.

