1961


At its January 2, 1961 meeting, the Jackson City Council and Mayor W. M. Redman released the following list of employees.


Chief of Police: Watson Vaughn


Policemen: M. E. Wade, Reuben T. Bennett, Oscar Lee Cook, Max Polk, and Hugh Polk.


Superintendent of Water & Light Department: J. H. Rooks


Gas Engineer: W. A. Holston


Assistant to Gas Engineer: Ray E. O’Neal


Filter Operator and Operator Sewer Treatment Plant: E. B. Perdue


Clerk: Mrs. W. H. Mallet (for six months)


Assistant Clerk: Mrs. Mary Jo Brooks


Clerical Work: Miss Mary Downs


Collector in the Gas Department: Mrs. Charlotte Price


Foreman, Sanitary Department: Willis McElhaney


Fire Chief: Edwin Rooks


The City Council included: Gordon C. Bankston, Milton Daniel, and Wendell B. McCoy, Sr.


According to statistics from Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., there were 137 businesses listed at the beginning of 1960, and 136 at the beginning of 1961.


According to the State Chamber of Commerce, retail sales in Butts County totaled $8,842,316 in 1960, an increase over $8,081,074 in 1959.


On January 12, 1961, the Mimosa Garden Club planted eight dogwood trees at Jackson Elementary School in honor of members who passed away since the club was formed in 1933.


Jackson got its second snowfall of the year on Saturday, January 20, 1961, when snow covered the ground and the mercury hit 10 degrees.


On Thursday, January 26, 1961, the city was hit with an ice storm. Rain that fell the night before froze over night, making early morning travel difficult. But most roads were soon passable, and only a few pine tree limbs were lost in the storm.


The second annual Middle Georgia Science Fair was held in Jackson on January 25, 1961 at the Jackson gymnasium. Twenty-two schools participated. Reggie Comer, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. M. L. Comer of Jackson, won first place overall with his prospect on spectroscopy. More than 1,400 people viewed the exhibits. 


Longtime resident of Jackson Mrs. J. H. McKibben quietly celebrated her 101st birthday on January 25, 1961 with her family members at her bedside.


On Sunday, January 29, 1961, an argument over a missing top coat resulted in the stabbing death of Robert Lee Wilkes, a Negro, in the Buttrill district café of Eva Watson. Tommy Taylor, Jr. admitted to stabbing Wilkes in the heart because he knew Wilkes had a pistol in his pocket.


Eighteen prospective players net on January 29, 1961 to formulate plans for a Jackson men’s baseball team. The meeting was presided over by James Wallace, Van Deventer Youth director.


Dawson Bryant drove to the Athletic Association banquet on Friday, February 10, 1961 in his Plymouth station wagon, but not away from it. His car was taken by professional auto thieves, believed to be from out of state, according to Jackson Police Chief Watson Vaughn.


Over the February 17 and 18, 1961 weekend, the county received seven inches of rains, which was believed to be a record. But it kept falling. A total of 12.13 inches of rain fell on the county between Saturday morning, February 18 and Saturday morning, February 25. The rainfall washed out a culvert on McCord Street, which closed the street until repairs were made. 

JHS RED DEVIL BASKETBALL

Jackson 21, MARY PERSONS 31

JACKSON 32, Monticello 28

Jackson 23, HENRY COUNTY 46

Jackson 22, MILNER 44

JACKSON 45, Fayette County 28

JACKSON 42, Jones County 33

JACKSON 44, Pike County 23

JACKSON 42, Fayette County 29

Jackson 29, MILNER 38

Jackson 36, PUTNAM COUNTY 41

JACKSON 48, Pike County 32

JACKSON 44, Monticello 32

Jackson 26, NEWTON COUNTY 55

Jackson 34, GRIFFIN 40

Jackson 40, MARY PERSONS 61

JHS LADY DEVIL BASKETBALL

Jackson 26, MARY PERSONS 69

JACKSON 36, Monticello 34

Jackson 30, HENRY COUNTY 47

JACKSON 33, Fayette County 32

Jackson 30, JONES COUNTY 59

Jackson 32, PIKE COUNTY 48

Jackson 31, FAYETTE COUNTY 41

JACKSON 31, Milner 29

Jackson 36, PUTNAM COUNTY 39

Jackson 21, PIKE COUNTY 29

JACKSON 50, Monticello 30

Jackson 23, NEWTON COUNTY 37

Jackson 31, GRIFFIN 45

JACKSON 23, Fort Valley 22

Jackson 14, MARY PERSONS 21


As March 1961 began, Jackson Police Chief Watson Vaughn declared war on vandals, believed to be teenagers, who are destroying stop signs in the city. Signs have been pulled loose and removed or rammed with automobiles.


At the annual Jaycee Award Night banquet on March 7, 1961, Phillip Bryant was named STAR Student of Jackson High School. Bryant chose Jessie Sessions, a fifth grade teacher at Jackson Elementary School, as his STAR Teacher. Young Man of the Year went to Joe Brown, young Jackson businessman.

Jackson’s new police station at the southeast corner of the courthouse square was ready for occupancy at the start of April 1961. The 250-square-foot facility was built of concrete block with a brick veneer and California redwood trim. It contained a locker room, first aid room and radio room. There was a rotary phone inside for reports from citizens, and a radio to allow communication with the police car, fire truck and other city vehicles.

The station replaced the outdated police booth at the intersection of Mulberry and Third streets. When that booth was erected, the city had only two policemen, but had six in 1960. 


It was announced on March 28, 1961 that Pepperton Cotton Mills, Inc., the county’s largest and oldest industry and one of Georgia’s fast dwindling number of independently owned textile mills, was sold to Avondale Mills of Sylacauga, Alabama.


The mill was founded in 1896, and was the backbone of the county’s industrial base for six decades at the time of the sale. The mill had 17,000 spindles and 500 looms that manufactured drapery material, table cloths, napkins and other specialties.


W. O. Ball and L. J. Ball, previous owners, planned to continue their association with Pepperton, and the new owners planned to stabilize and expand the operation. At the time, the mill had between 450 and 500 employees and an annual payroll of over $1 million.


A Civil War Centennial Ball was held on April 29, 1961 in the National Guard Armory. Mayor Redman asked that “every male citizen capable of growing a beard is bound to produce one on or before that memorable or else be held subject to demand of a fee unless a bonafide excuse is rendered.” The ball was sponsored by the Jackson Business & Professional Women’s Club.


In April 1961, Chief Watson Vaughn and the Jackson Police Department received a letter from the Georgia Department of Public Safety commending them on the splendid traffic record compiled by the city in 1960.


In the first week of May 1961, the City of Jackson was installing mercury vapor light fixtures on Third Street and at some of the other main intersections in the city. According to J. H. Rooks, superintendent of the Water and Light Department, the old fixtures will be put up in sections of the city where light is needed.


The Little League baseball season opened Friday May 19, 1961 with a game between City Pharmacy and Standard Oil Company. There were two other teams of 12-year-olds and younger boys, Pepperton Mills and Polk Tire Company.


An early morning fire on May 12, 1961 did $1,500 worth of damage at the Polk Tire Company’s recap shop. The fire started when an employee knocked over a can of gasoline-thinned paint that spread to a burner.


Eddie Deraney of Eatonton and John Deraney of Jackson purchased the Town Theater from Wendell B. McCoy, Jr. in May 1961. McCoy sold the facility to focus more attention on his insurance business. The new owners made renovations and opened the theater on a daily basis. Admission was 20 cents for children, and 50 cents for adults.


Forty-eight seniors graduated from Jackson High School on June 1, 1961 at the Jackson gymnasium.


Work began on Monday, May 29, 1961 on the Sylvan Grove Hospital. The construction contract was awarded to United Builders of Decatur who submitted the low bid of $469,000. The hospital was first suggested in September 1959 in a speech to the Jackson Kiwanis Club.


In late June 1961 came news that American Mills of Griffin was building a new plant on Highway 36 just outside the city limits. According to American Mills president R. P. Shapard, Jr., the plant would employ 200 people and manufacture knit underwear for children for national chain stores. Shapard said the success of Fashion Pillows, an affiliated company owned by W. H. “Billy” Shapard, in Jackson and the cooperation of local officials helped him make the decision to open a plant in Jackson. The city provided utilities to the new facility.


On Tuesday, June 20, 1961, a final agreement was reached that brought a branch of the Ready-Mixed Concrete Company of Griffin to Jackson. The new plant will be built on property located on Alabama Boulevard and First Avenue. The company supplied concrete to the construction of Sylvan Grove Hospital. It employed an operator and two or three truck drivers.


Mrs. W. H. Mallet retired on July 1, 1961 as Tax Collector of Jackson. She held that position since 1925, and was appointed City Clerk and Treasurer of the city in 1936. Most customers knew her as “Miss Jane.” Her duties were assumed by Mrs. L. A. Brooks, Jr.


“It is doubtful that any city ever had a more devoted employee,” wrote Doyle Jones, Jr. “To Miss Jane, getting the job done was the important thing… hours and time were secondary. It was commonplace to see her still working away at her desk in Jackson’s new city hall long after all the others had left. Her entire life was wrapped around her services to her beloved city. She gave a measure of devotion and fidelity to her duties that others would do well to emulate.”


At 1:30 a.m. on July 2, 1961, pranksters sounded the fire alarm siren in the new Jackson Police station, which brought many people scrambling to the station in hastily assembled wardrobes. The siren was sounded while officers were out on patrol.


The boys were caught, lectured, fined and place don probation.


In July 1961, James Wallace, director of the Van Deventer Youth Center, announced that Jackson teams would participate in two new sports over the Summer: golf and track.


High Falls Lake was presented to the state for public recreation by the Bowaters Southern Paper Corporation on July 25, 1961. The 650-acre lake on the Towaliga River and another 80 acres of land were presented to Governor Ernest Vandiver and developed the Georgia Game and Fish Commission as a state park.


The lake was created in 1905, and was a Georgia Power Company reservoir from 1930 to 1959, when it was purchased by Bowaters.


Ralph Cooper returned to Jackson High School to be principal for the 1961-1962 school year. Cooper served as principal at JHS for the 1958-1959 school year.


The Jackson Connie Mack baseball team won the championship of the Van Deventer Connie Mack League by defeating Griffin in a five-game series, which ended July 23, 1961 with an 8-1 win in the fifth and deciding game. Hurling ace Joe Patterson was credited with all three Jackson wins.


During a mass meeting on July 26, 1961, W. A. Turner, vice president of Avondale Mills, told employees of the mill that the company planned to sell most of the homes in Pepperton. Current residents got first-buying option for their homes. In the case of two-family residence, the family living there longest will have first option. Houses were only sold to employees or retired employees of the mill. 

In order to buy a house, residents had to pay 10 percent of the appraised value down, and then make payments with five percent interest for 12 years. Avondale Mills agreed to pay taxes and insurance on the houses during the purchase period. According to Turner, many of the homes in other communities where Avondale operates appraised at $500 per room with bathrooms and lots included free.


Turner added that prospects for the mill looked good, and a six-day work week would be implemented soon.


In August 1961, the City of Jackson launched a campaign to have all dogs in the city inoculated, tagged and registered by September 1. The goal, said Police Chief Watson Vaughn, was not to be hard on dog owners, but to protect dogs and their owners from rabies. Unregistered dogs found loose after September 1 were held for three days, then killed in a gas chamber if not claimed by their owners.


The pepper crop was so good in 1961 that the Pomona Products Company in Jackson was operating for full work weeks and overtime instead of three days a week, according to Claude Lovin, who was in charge of the Jackson facility. After the pepper crop is process, Levin said, the plant would can sweet potatoes for the first time.


Jackson was a city bowed in grief following an August 25, 1961 head-on car crash on Highway 42 South that killed seven young men. At 11:35 that Saturday night, Ray Bankston, James Ronald Hardy, and Rufus Oscar Knowles, all 22 years old of Jackson, were leaving Indian Springs heading north in a Chevrolet, while a Mercury containing Jesse C. Butler, 18, James Otis Butler, 23, Joe Lewis Talmadge, 25, and Clifford Head, 22, all living in Indian Springs, were traveling south on the highway.


According to a State Patrol car, that ironically was searching for the Mercury, which reported weaving on the roadway, the Mercury had all four tires in the northbound lane when the car collided with the Plymouth. All seven young men were killed instantly.


Hundreds of people quickly heard the news and came to view the scene and the mangled cars. It brought to mind the April 18, 1953 wreck on Highway 42 North which killed nine people, and was still the worst passenger car wreck in state history.


At the end of August 1961, the City of Jackson was extending the city cemetery to include 1776 new graves, according to W. Andy Holston, City Gas Engineer, who is in charge of the project.  The land, which covers 156,000 square feet, was purchased in October 1959. A sprinkler system was also installed in the new section to provide an inch of water every four hours when activated.


With the new lots, Mayor Redman reminded citizens that no copings were allowed on graves, and corner posts would mark the grave boundaries. A permit had to be obtained for a cost of 50 cents before a marker could be placed on any grave.


Beginning with the October 1961 billing, City of Jackson water customers’ bills were figured on a new increased rate. For the first 3,000 gallons in the city was $2, and out of the city was $2.50.


The eighth annual Industrial Day Celebration was held Wednesday, September 27, 1961, and was sponsored by the Butts County Junior Chamber of Commerce (Jaycees), the Jackson Kiwanis Club, the Jackson Business and Professional Women’s Club, and the Butts County Chamber of Commerce. 


Sixteen-year-old Lydia Moore, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Moore of Jackson and a junior at JHS, was crowned Miss Industry in front of 3,000 spectators and 38 other contestants. Two weeks later, she was crowned Pimiento Festival Queen on Woodbury.


The contest was followed by a parade, and announcement of the winners from the talent show held the night before.


At the Butts County Fair, held October 4, 1961, 17-year-old Amelia Deraney was named Miss Butts County. She was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. David Deraney of Jackson. 


In the October 20, 1961 primary in Jackson, C. B. Brown, Jr. won reelection to the city council post in the Fourth Ward over former councilman J. Horace O’Neal. In the three-man race for the First Ward council seat, Bill Sasser and Dr. Charles H. Johnson headed to a run off since no candidate got a majority of votes. Incumbant councilman W. B. McCoy, Sr. came in third place.


In the runoff election held October 27, Bill Sasser, former councilman and salesman for a meat firm, defeated Dr. Johnson.


JACKSON HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

JACKSON 20, Monticello 0

Jackson 6, MANCHESTER 20

Jackson 7, FORT VALLEY 28

Jackson 12, MORGAN COUNTY 32

Jackson 13, Putnam County 13

JACKSON 13, Hogansville 12

JACKSON 48, Henry County 0

JACKSON 20, Mary Persons 13

JACKSON 39, Harris County 6

Jackson 21, Jones County 21


At the end of November 1961, approximately two miles of city streets were being paved state Highway Maintenance men. The streets resurfaced were al of First Street, Mulberry Street from First Street to Slaughter Street, Oak Street from the county jail to Plum Street, Second Street from Haisten Funeral Home to Jackson City Cleaners, Oak from Superior Cleaners to Mulberry Street, and all of College Street.


On November 27, 1961 a fire completely destroyed the building housing the blowing machine and a large quantity of finished pillows at the Fashion Pillows. It was believed that an electrical switch blew up and started the blaze.


Work began in early December 1961 laying water mains from Mulberry Street to the new Shapard Industries, Inc. plant, including a new automatic control 350 gallon per minute pump to be installed at the city filter plant. The pump kept the water level high in the city tank and maintain good pressure throughout the city despite the extra mains.


At the same time, sewer mains were run from behind the new Shapard plant to the lift station on the south side of the city.


The city also installed new sewer mains to the Garden Hill subdivision and Bethel Flats, and water and sewer lines to the new Carter Subdivision.


To end the year 1961, W. Otis Ball, manager of the Avondale Mills in Jackson, announced expenditures of $318,250 to provide better lighting for the old mill, and 54 new 60-inch looms.

