1962


Mayor W. M. Redman began his 26th year as city official on January 1, 1962. PAGE TORN, NEED MORE.


The Hawkes Library for Children received the latest type of fluorescent lighting, according to librarian Miss Pauline Mallet in early January 1962. The work was done by the Light Department of the City of Jackson, with J. H. Rooks as superintendent.


On January 10, 1962, the city awoke to find temperatures in the mid-teens and a light blanket of snow on the ground. There was no loss of electric or gas service, though, and no traffic accidents were reported.


Clyde Cross, an employee of the Gateway Luggage of Georgia plant in Jackson, lost his left hand in an accident at the plant on January 24, 1962.


In January 1962, the city began stricter enforcement of its ordinance requiring each person or family keeping a house in Jackson to keep and maintain a closed receptacle for the disposal of garbage. Violators were subject to a fine, though Police Chief Watson Vaughn and Sanitary Department workers inspected each home’s receptacle first and issued warnings for any found to be substandard.


Paul Anderson, billed as the world’s strongest man, appeared in Jackson on January 31, 1962 at the Butts County Athletic Club. The Olympic weightlifting champion performed a weightlifting demonstration to raise funds for equipment and uniforms for Jackson High athletes.


One day in late January, little Otis Ball parked his car in front of the post office to collect his mail. He left the motor running, and soon after he hopped out the car’s gears engaged. It moved onto busy Mulberry Street and made two complete turns with one door open and Otis in hot pursuit. He soon hopped in and brought the car under control with no on injured.


In February 1962, Linda Harrison was named STAR Student at Jackson High School by the Butts County Jaycees. Harrison was a senior at JHS and the daughter of Mrs. R. P. Harrison and the late Dr. Harrison. She named Mrs. J. Blackman Settle, who teaches senior and junior English and Speech, as her STAR Teacher.


On February 14, 1962, the Beta Club and Jackson B&PW Club crowned Miss Carol Adams, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Rufus Adams, as Miss Jackson. The beauty pageant also included first runner-up, Miss Linda Turner, and second runner-up, Miss Becky Peek. Miss Terry Cooper was named Little Miss Jackson at the pageant.


The following week, Adams was chosen as Sweetheart of Jackson High by her fellow students.

JACKSON RED DEVILS BASKETBALL

JACKSON 40, Putnam County 33

Jackson 23, HENRY COUNTY 44

JACKSON 62, Monticello 29

JACKSON 36, Mary Persons 34

Jackson 46, PIKE COUNTY 58

JACKSON 47, Milner 39

Jackson 47, GRIFFIN 54

Jackson – 63, PIKE - 67

JACKSON – 45, Griffin – 32

Jackson – 31, FORT VALLEY – 57

JACKSON – 57, Henry County – 48

JACKSON – 59, Mary Persons - 46

Jackson – 55, NEWTON COUNTY - 67

JACKSON – 68, Milner - 30

JACKSON – 62, Monticello - 42

JACKSON LADY DEVILS BASKETBALL

Jackson 24, PUTNAM COUNTY 27

Jackson 19, HENRY COUNTY 33

JACKSON 42, Monticello 32

Jackson 29, MARY PERSONS 40

Jackson 15, PIKE COUNTY 34

Jackson 27, MILNER 38

JACKSON 49, Griffin 39

Jackson –30, PIKE – 40

Jackson – 26, GRIFFIN – 29

JACKSON – 46, Fort Valley – 31

JACKSON – 47, Henry County – 36

Jackson – 26, MARY PERSONS – 55

Jackson – 20, NEWTON COUNTY - 41

Jackson – 25, MILNER - 38

JACKSON – 45, Monticello – 41


On February 23, 1962, the Jackson Volunteer Fire Department answered a call to a house fire on Benton Street. Quick work by the volunteers and a sudden downpour kept the fire from spreading, but the house, rented by Lizzie Pye, was nearly destroyed.


A torrential rain storm at the end of February dumped 4.54 inches of rain on Butts County.


In March 1962, the city installed five new mercury lights on McDonough Road, where, according to citizens, they were desperately needed.


The city also informed citizens that electric power would be cut off for half an hour at 1 p.m. on March 14, 1962 in order to energize new electric equipment.


In March 1962, the four garden clubs in Jackson – Cherokee, Hawthorne, Jackson and Mimosa - and the Jenkinsburg Garden Club began planning for a tour of homes that raised funds for the soon-to-be-open Sylvan Grove Hospital.


The tour was held on May 16, 1962 and featured the homes of Mr. and Mrs. Candler Webb, Austin-Watkins, Mr. and Mrs. D. P. Settle, and Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Barnes. It raised $700 for the hospital.


During a March 22, 1962 meeting organized by the Jackson B&PW Club, a vote was taken to organize an auxiliary for the new Sylvan Grove Hospital. The auxiliary would help with fund raising, volunteer in the hospital, and carry out public relations for the hospital in the community.


The Henderson High School Chorus, under the direction of C. W. Douglas, received a fine rating at the State Music Festival held in Macon on March 24, 1962.


On April 3, 1962, W. Andy Holston, City Gas Engineer, addressed the Jackson Kiwanis Club to discuss the city’s growth and future expansion.


He termed Jackson’s recent acquisition of several new industries as a “dream come true” that would present merchants and churches with new opportunities. He reminded the club that the decision by the mayor and council to extend utilities well beyond existing city limits was chiefly responsible for one of those new industries locating in Jackson. Holston also noted that utilities had been extended to the Garden Hills residential area in the city’s southeastern corner.


By the end of 1962, Holston said, five miles of city streets would be paved or repaired.


Holston said officials planned to add modern traffic signals, and that an automatic water feed had been installed on the city’s water tank that automatically turned off or on when a one-foot change in the tank’s water level was detected.


Thirty-one Jackson merchants and on supporting firm aligned together as the Jackson Merchants Association to bring Appreciation Day each Saturday, which kicked off on April 7, 1962. An award was made each Saturday afternoon to a customer who shopped downtown that day.


In April 1962, opposition from Spalding County for the proposed route of Interstate 75 dwindled when state highway officials announced plans to four-lane Highway 41 between Griffin and Barnesville. Five other area counties approved the “Alternate Plan Two” route for the interstate. The original route planned followed Highway 41. In May the U.S. Bureau of Public Roads gave its approval to the “Alternate Plan Two” route.


In April 1962, sixth grade Henderson Elementary School students of Mrs. Exie Holder Randlen honored her for 38 years of teaching in the Butts County School System.


On April 19, 1962, Butts County Sheriff V. H. Ham was sentenced to five years probation and fined $7,500 in a United States District Court in Macon for forging a signature on a soil bank form.


On May 12, 1962 a Creek Indian Museum opened at Indian Springs State Park. It featured small carved models of Creek Indians engaged in hunting, agriculture and crafts, as well as artifacts and historic documents.


At the start of May 1962, Jackson Police Chief Watson Vaughn served notice that offenders had seven days to change their noisy mufflers or have cases made against them. This action follows numerous complaints from citizens being awakened by the loudmouth cars. Vaughn also said cases would be made against drivers failing to stop at stop signs.


According to figures released in May 1962, Jackson Lake had a population of 1,000 people on just the Butts County portion. Of these, 600 represented cottage owners, and 400 lot owners. Ninety-five percent of these were considered non-residents of Butts County, but paid property taxes here.


Work began in May 1962 on paving Highway 16 from the Butts County line to Griffin. At the same time, Highway 36 was being resurfaced from Barnesville to the south city limits of Jackson.  A portion of Highway 42 in the city was also to be resurfaced.


Sixty seniors graduated from Jackson High School in May 1962.


Five Jackson area residents were killed in a head on crash on the night of July 6, 1962. High speed and loose gravel were reported the causes when the two vehicles hit on Halls Bridge Road. Killed were Arthur Louis Besley, 19; Mrs. Lillie Ruth McClendon, 24; George Edward Barlow, 19; Eddy Joe Barber, 19; and Johnny Johnson, 20. A sixth victim, R. L. Davis, 33, died several days later from injuries sustained in the crash. It was the third worst vehicle wreck in the county’s history.


On Sunday, July 29, 1962, 1,200 to 1,500 people gathered for the dedication and tour of the new Sylvan Grove Hospital. J. T. Beckham, chairman of the Hospital Authority, presided over the ceremony, and Congressman John Flynt gave the address. 

One of the highlights was the unveiling of a bronze plaque, which tells the history of Sylvan Grove, on a 30-ton boulder in front of the hospital. The rock was moved from the creek beside the highway at Indian Spring State Park by county equipment and trucks.


The 28-bed hospital opened to patients on August 13, 1962. James Mallory of Lloyd Shoals was its first patient at 6:35 a.m., 25 minutes earlier than it planned to open.


On August 16, 1962, the hospital had its first baby: Sylvan Dexter Mayfield, son of George and Bertha Mayfield.


Mrs. Hugh Mallet, Sr. was named librarian at the Hawkes Library for Children in August 1962 following the death of Miss Pauline Mallet. 


On August 14, 1962, fire of undetermined caused did considerable damage to the Walker Street home of J. Dawson Bryant. The fire department had the flames under control in an hour, but the kitchen was heavily damaged.


W. O. Ball, Vice President and Superintendent of the Pepperton Cotton Mills Division of Avondale Mills, in August 1962. L. J. Ball, secretary, resigned effective October 1, 1962. Both men were connected with the mill since they graduated from Georgia Tech. Their father was president of the mill soon after it was founded and until it was purchased by Avondale Mills in 1961.


William D. Windsor was appointed as the new superintendent of the mill.


While celebrating his 40th anniversary with the Etheridge-Smith Company in August 1962, Horace Bankston recounted the ways in which the city had changed over four decades.


In his years in business on the square, all dirt streets around the courthouse gave way to paved streets. Watering troughs for mules and horses were replaced by parking meters and street lights, and the mules and horses replaced by cars and trucks.


With the paving of streets, dust from dirt roads was no longer a problem and the horse-drawn water sprinkler made of wood was a thing of the past.


When Buts County schools opened August 31, 1962, there were 2,393 pupils enrolled, 29 less than the year before, according to Superintendent Lee Roy O’Neal. Jackson High School had 419 students, and Jackson Elementary had 692. Henderson High School had 360 students, and Henderson Elementary School had 922.


At the ninth annual Industry Day on September 19, 1962, Miss Judy Anne Atkins of Monticello was crowned Miss Industry 1963. The Henry County Band was judged best band of the parade, and the Butts County Sportsmen’s Club’s float named best float. Following the parade, a buffet dinner was held at a Jackson Lake lodge.


On September 23, 1962, seven-year-old Randy Wilks, of Collins, fell into an old well in the yard of Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Knowles and drowned. The well had been covered by a piece of tin and anchored by rocks, but a quick search for the boy when he did not appear for the drive home found the tin ajar and his body at the bottom of the well.


Members of the Butts County Civil Defense Unit began a campaign the next week to cover or fill in abandoned wells. 


In late September 1962, Jackson Mayor W. M. Redman announced he would not seek reelection to the office he held for 26 years. He cited reasons of health and personal business affairs as factors in his decision.


Two well-known Jackson business and political figures entered the race to replace Redman: C. B. Brown, Jr., councilman from the Fourth Ward, and Gordon Bankston, councilman from the Third Ward.


At the same time, Rufus Head, a Negro, entered the race for the city council seat from the Third Ward. Head qualified on Monday, September 24, 1962 with Secretary of the Democratic Executive Committee Richard W. Watkins, Jr. It was the first time since Reconstruction, if then, that a Negro entered a political race in Jackson or Butts County. Head operated a grocery store on College Street.


Head’s opponent was W. O. Ball, retired executive of Pepperton Cotton Mill.


On September 28, 1962, an open house was held at the new field house at Red Devil Hill. The Butts County Athletic and Band Club built the cinder block building for $14,000.


On October 6, 1962, Dr. Bailey Crockarell opened a general dentistry practice in Jackson. The office had been occupied by Dr. C. H. Johnson who moved to Macon earlier in the year.


The new American Mills plant was dedicated on October 17, 1962. The plant was an air-conditioned 50,000 square foot facility on 27 acres on Highway 36 west. The facility opened on April 2, 1962 and already employed 200 people, primarily women, in the manufacture of infant and children’s underwear.


Miss Martha Saunders, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. G. Ray Saunders, was named Miss Butts County Fair on October 17, 1962.


In the city primary on October 26, 1962, C. B. Brown, Jr. was nominated mayor of Jackson by a vote of 427 to 399 over Gordon Bankston. The vote was the heaviest in the city’s history with 829 casting ballots out of a registration of just over 1,000.


In the Third Ward, W. Otis Ball won the council seat over Rufus Head by 656 to 156 votes.


John L. Coleman won the Fourth Ward council seat left vacant by Brown’s election as mayor.


Voters also approved refinancing of $308,000 of Gas Revenue Certificates, which saved the city $45,000.


In November 1962, Jackson Postmaster John P. Hunt announced that a contract had been awarded to air condition, repaint and repair the federal building in Jackson.


Efforts were underway in November 1962 to restore the Jackson Club House, which was built in 1913 by the Club Corporation, which included the Woman’s Club, the United Daughters of the Confederacy, and the Daughters of the Revolution. The DAR was the only one of these clubs still active and using the meeting house on South Mulberry Street in 1962.

JACKSON RED DEVIL FOOTBALL 1962

JACKSON - 35, Fayette County – 6

Jackson – 20, Monticello – 20

Jackson – 14, FORT VALLEY – 34

JACKSON – 52, Macon County - 0

JACKSON – 52, Gordon - 6

JACKSON – 13, Manchester - 6

JACKSON – 68, Henry County - 0

JACKSON – 26, Mary Persons - 7

JACKSON – 61, Harris County - 0

JACKSON – 14, Putnam County – 0


The team finished 8-1-1, the best record in 11 years at Jackson High and the fourth best record overall for a Class B team in the state, but the region championship was awarded to Manchester by virtue of having played more B teams outside the region.


With 355 points scored, it was the highest scoring team in the state in any classification.


The renaissance of the team was led by new head coach Fred Bowers and line coach Don Crump, with senior backs Jimmy Mallory and Danny Blue, junior halfback Harry Cook and tackle David Kilgo.

HENDERSON TIGER FOOTBALL 1962

HENDERSON – 40, Barnesville – 12


Miss Lois Biles, retired school teacher, led a one-woman campaign to have a memorial marker placed at the home of Robert Grier, and in the closing months of 1962 got her wish. 


On December 3, 1962, Governor Ernest Vandiver appointed Richard Watkins, Jr. to a five-year term on the State Board of Corrections.


At the end of 1962, Andy Holston, the city’s Gas Engineer since 1954, left the city to enroll at Mercer University to prepare for the Baptist Seminary.


A series of Christmas parties, one for each shift, was planned at Pepperton Cotton Mills on December 20, 1962. The annual tradition will offer 425 Christmas baskets filled with apples, nuts, oranges and candy for employees. Employees were also given a break for donuts, coffee or cold drinks anytime during the day.

