1963


On January 7, 1963, Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. called a meeting with the city council and city employees to discuss what is expected of the employees under the new administration. Brown emphasized that the city belongs to the people and any business transacted by the employees of the city is open for public record.


In the days preceding the meeting, the mayor and council toured all city properties so the men could see all equipment that the employees operate.


Projects Mayor Brown said he plans to undertake in 1963 include street lights around the downtown square and on Third Street, and five modern traffic lights to replace outdated ones.


City employees as the year 1963 began were:


Mary Jo Brooks, City Clerk and Treasurer; Elizabeth Robison, Assistant Clerk; J. Howard Rooks, Superintendent, Water and Light Department; E. B. Perdue, Filter and Sewer Treatment Plant operator; Russell Price, Sylvester Lunsford, Hesper Stephens, electricians.


W. L. Vaughn, Foreman Street; W. D. Heath and J. D. Pope, Sr., street helpers; Tommie McDaniel, Willie Goodrum, Jr. and Neal Taylor, laborers.


Willis McElhaney, Sanitary Foreman; Luther Ball and Tommie Joe Jester, laborers.


W. A. Holston, Gas Engineer; Ray E. O’Neal, Assistant Gas Engineer; Charlotte M. Price, Gas Clerk; William Eusery, helper.


Policemen were listed as Watson Vaughn, Chief of Police; M. E. Wade, Parking Meters; Hugh Polk, Max Polk, Reuben T. Bennett and J. S. Ball.


At a Kiwanis Club meeting on January 15, 1963, members learned of the new telephone dialing system coming to Butts County in 1964. Prior to the start of the direct distance dialing, which would allow callers to place a call to California in 13 seconds, al local phone numbers will become seven digits. For the Jackson area, all numbers will have the new prefix 775. This change is scheduled to take place in July 1963.


The Walker Street home occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Julius Batchelor, was heavily damaged by fire on January 19, 1963. The Batchelors and a roomer were home at the time, and were awakened by Danny Blue and Rusty Duke who were passing the house and noticed the flames. The fire was believed to have start with faulty wiring.


In January 1963, W. L. (Cotton) Vaughn was appointed Fire Chief of Jackson. He had been an employee of the city for several years, recently serving as foreman of the Street Department. Vaughn worked the 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. shift at the police booth on the square.


“In this way,” said Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr., “someone will be in the police booth to answer all telephone calls and dispatch these calls to the policemen in the car. Having the fire chief near easy access to the fire department equipment will simplify and speed the truck to the fire designation faster and will eliminate the confusion on who to call for the citizen reporting the fire.”


Mayor Brown also praised the work done by Volunteer Fire Chief Charles Rooks, Jr. since 1956 when he became chief, saying Rooks and his men have saved many thousands of dollars in property and asked for very little in return.


Fire Chief Cotton Vaughn reported that a January 21, 1963 fire at Pearl Grier’s home on Slaughter Street probably began in the chimney. Bitter cold and frigid winds hampered efforts to control the blaze, and few contents of the house were saved.


On January 24, 1963, the coldest temperatures of the century were recorded in Jackson as thermometers dipped to two degrees below zero. Mercury fell to six degrees below zero in parts of Butts County. There were no major problems associated with the frigid temperatures, though, and schools carried on as usual. The day before, thermometers had been at 62 degrees. Several elders in the community remembered a similar artic blast in February 1899, but did not recall the temperature dropping as quickly as it did on January 24, 1963.


Ruby Kate Barlow was charged with slaying Vester Lee (Buster) Grier with a single pistol shot on February 2, 1963 after he attempted to stab her husband in their home.


Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. proclaimed February 1963 as City Government Month, and urged all citizens and officials to devote their active interest and support toward programs to protect and strengthen municipal government.


Joyce Morgan, a senior at Jackson High School, was named Butts County STAR Student during a banquet on February 25, 1963. She named Mrs. Robert C. Edwards, a science teacher at Jackson High School, as her STAR Teacher.


The Henderson Elementary and High schools chose Rev. Gaines Warren Culpepper as Teacher of the Year. He taught typing and served as a counselor.


The fourth annual Central Georgia Science Fair was held in Jackson at he end of February 1963, and 18 Jackson High School students won ribbons. Nine of them qualified to go on to the state science fair in Athens.


On March 1, 1963, Fred Raney, owner of the Western Auto franchise in Jackson, purchased Newton Hardware from R. P. Newton. Newton Hardware opened in 1902, and was the oldest store in Jackson under continuous management. 


“Newton Hardware has become synonymous with Jackson,” wrote Doyle Jones, Jr. in the Jackson Progress-Argus. “With its going, it is like saying goodbye to an old and treasured friend. Without Newton Hardware, Jackson will never quite look the same.”


Voters approved $250,000 in school bonds for the purpose of building an auditorium at Jackson High School and a gymnasium-auditorium at Henderson High School. The tally of the March 1 vote was 903 for and 182 against.


The Butts County School Board also received funds from the state to build four new classrooms at Jackson Elementary School and four at Henderson Elementary School.

JACKSON RED DEVIL BASKETBALL 1963

JACKSON – 43, Putnam County – 35

JACKSON – 45, Monticello – 33

Jackson – 34, MILNER - 60

Jackson – 33, NEWTON COUNTY – 48

JACKSON – 70, Fayette County - 29

Jackson – 46, PIKE COUNTY - 69

JACKSON – 63, Greenville – 48

JACKSON – 59, Henry County – 51

JACKSON – 48, Mary Persons – 46

Jackson – 43, PIKE COUNTY - 72

Jackson – 35, HENRY COUNTY – 53

JACKSON – 52, Putnam County - 49

JACKSON – 50, Milner – 49

JACKSON – 58, Monticello – 45

Jackson – 51, FAYETTE COUNTY - 53

Jackson – 41, GRIFFIN - 56

Jackson – 31, MARY PERSONS - 37

JACKSON LADY DEVILS BASKETBALL 1963

Jackson – 50, PUTNAM COUNTY – 52

JACKSON – 59, Monticello – 16

Jackson – 33, Milner – 57

Jackson – 36, NEWTON COUNTY – 59

JACKSON – 45, Fayette County – 27

JACKSON – 28, Pike County - 27

Jackson – 40, GREENVILLE – 45

Jackson – 30, HENRY COUNTY – 47

JACKSON – 36, Mary Persons – 33

Jackson – 14, PIKE COUNTY - 20

Jackson – 23, HENRY COUNTY – 49

JACKSON – 42, Putnam County 36

Jackson 35, MILNER – 41

JACKSON – 41, Monticello – 28

JACKSON – 32, Fayette County – 7

Jackson – 35, NEWTON COUNTY – 36

JACKSON – 40, Griffin – 36

JACKSON – 42, Griffin – 32

JACKSON – 43, Fort Valley – 27


The team won the Region 3-B title with a win over Fort Valley during the sub-region tournament held in Jackson. Glenda Gray’s 25 points led the effort. It placed fourth in the region tournament.

JACKSON – 27, Manchester – 15

Jackson - 31, HEARD COUNTY – 47

Jackson – 27, PIKE COUNTY – 33


On March 7 and 8, 1963, the Jackson Fire Department’s 12,050-gallon pumper truck responded to give grass fire calls. The fires occurred in Jenkinsburg, Flovilla and around Jackson. According to Fire Chief Cotton Vaughn, the truck was available to any county resident who needed it so long as it was not tied up fighting a fire in the city.


On March 25, 1963, fire engulfed the entire railroad trestle in Jackson and sent black smoke billowing hundreds of feet in the air. The Jackson Fire Department used every piece of equipment it had, and the proximity of a fire hydrant provided the water pressure needed to fight the blaze. Railroad crews worked quickly to repair the trestle, and it reopened to rail traffic on March 26.


On March 29, 1963, Mrs. Ethel H. Ham retired after 30 years with the State of Georgia, and 21 years as Butts County Public Health Nurse.


Clear View, the newest subdivision in Jackson, opened to buyers on April 6, 1963. Built by Floyd Moore and Charles Carter, the development was located a half mile southwest of Jackson on Highway 36. Every home had three bedrooms, one or one-and-a-half bathrooms, and brick exteriors.


Moore and Carter also built Green Acres, a development of large shaded lots, off Harkness Street one half mile north of Jackson.


In April 1963, the City of Jackson was scheduled to receive more paving and resurfacing from the State Highway Board. In all, 1 mile of paving and 1.3 miles of resurfacing were to be completed by Summer. The paving covered the dirt extension of North Oak Street to the waterworks and Chestnut Drive from Slaughter to Valley Road.


During the first three months of 1963, 14 building permits were issued in Jackson for 13 homes and one business. In 1962, the city issued only 13 building permits, all for private homes.


Just before warm weather descended upon Jackson at the end of April 1963, the city council cranked out a drive to have citizens replace old garbage receptacles with new galvanized steel container with lids and handles. Councilman Bill Sasser, chairman of the Sanitary Department, said old cans that were rusted out were breeding grounds for pests, and encouraged residents to follow city ordinances regarding proper trash receptacles.


One of the meanest storms in recent years hit Butts County and the City of Jackson on April 30, 1963. It dropped golf ball size hail, which destroyed cotton crops and battered flower gardens.


The storm did one act of kindness though. A cameo brooch circled in gold that was lost for 10 years was found by its owner, Miss Annie Lou McCord, in the ground in front of her home. The brooch was familiar to several generations of first grade students, as Miss McCord wore it to school every day while she was a teacher in Jackson.


The Jackson High School track team won the Region 3-B championship at Carrollton on May 3, 1963, and qualified seven members for competition in the state meet. According to coach Fred Bowers, the following won first place honors and will go on to the state meet in Macon: Harry Cook, the Jackson jet, in the 100 and 220 yard dashes; Bobby Greer in the 440 yard race; Tommy Carmichael in the pole vault; the 440 yard relay team of Danny Blue, Bruce Comer, Bobby Greer and Harry Cook; and the mile relay team of Harry Cook, Tony Standard, Bruce Rowe and Bobby Greer.


At the state meet, Carmichael placed second in the pole vault.


The Red Devil baseball team of Jackson High School won the sub-region title after beating Fayette County. It then lost a best-of-three games series to the eventual state winner, Heard County.


Avondale Mills held the first ever open house at the Pepperton Cotton Mill on May 13, 1963, which allowed hundreds of visitors to see the improvements made at the facility.


Mrs. Exie H. Randlen retired in May 1963 after 40 years of teaching in Butts County. She taught students at Indian Springs, Towaliga, Tussahaw and Henderson schools.


Fifty-six seniors graduated from Henderson High School on May 26, 1963.


Forty-two seniors graduated from Jackson High School on May 30, 1963.


The Jackson Police Department received a traffic safety award from the State of Georgia in June 1963 in recognition of going eight years without a traffic fatality in the city.


On June 12, 1963, 11-year-old Phillip Lunceford decided to visit his grandparents at Jackson Lake. So he got on his red bicycle and rode down from Forest Park. Atlanta radio stations broadcast information about the boy after he went missing, but he made it all the way to A. G. Cowan’s home in the Stark Community. The 40-mile trip without a mishap was impressive, but even more so since Phillip could neither hear nor speak.


At the end of June 1963, Police Chief Watson Vaughn announced that the city’s youth curfew ordinance would be strictly enforced. The curfew meant anyone under the age of 16 was not allowed on the streets after 10:30 p.m., and that no person over the age of 16 would be allowed on the streets after 12 midnight. The ordinance was originally adopted April 26, 1956. 


A financial statement for the year 1962 showed that the City of Jackson took in receipts of $97,267.59, of which advalorem taxes amounted to $38,264. The remaining 61 percent came from business licenses, fines and forfeitures, garbage fees, parking meters and contribution from the gas and electric departments.


Expenses for the year amounted to $96,699, with the Sanitary and Street Departments and the Police Department requiring $73,465 of that.


Principal city expansions and expenditures in 1962 included four subdivisions, extension of city limits and new vapor lights. The city expanded from 1.58 square miles in 1959 to 2.238 square miles in 1962, an increase of 42 percent. The city’s population increased 10 percent since the 1960 Census.


The postal code in Jackson became 30233 on July 1, 1963 when the Postal Service’s ZIP Code program went into effect nationwide.


All Jackson telephone numbers added “775” to the front of their numbers on July 21, 1963, New numbers were mailed to all telephone users, and they were asked to stick it over the old numbers on their dials.


In August 1963 copies of The Gamma Rays’ 45 rpm record arrived in Jackson. The local combo, featuring Mack Fannin (the band instructor at Jackson High School), Pat Fannin, Larry Lofton, Rusty Duke and Carl Thompson recorded two original songs for the release: “Infinity” and “I Don’t Need A String Along.”


In August 1963, the Jaycees voted to forgo sponsorship of the annual Industrial Day celebration. The event was first held in 1953, and was sponsored by the Jaycees ever since with little to no support from other clubs.


On August 14, 1963 stockholders of Avondale Mills voted to merge Pepperton Cotton Mills, purchased in 1961, into Avondale and become part of Avondale the same as other plants effective September 1. The Pepperton mill had been operated as a separate company before the vote, and employees were able to keep their years of service with Pepperton.


On the afternoon of August 20, 1963, bad weather forced an Army helicopter to land in the backyard of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Rooks, Jr. on Indian Springs Street.


Causes of students dropping out of high school were listed as being: two boys and 46 girls for getting married, 102 boys and 42 girls for age or indifference, and 44 boys for economic reasons. To curb the drop out rate, Jackson began a DCT program in September 1963 to train students who did not plan to attend college. Also new was Algebra in the eighth grade and a new English course.


When school began in 1963, there were 2,424 students in county schools. Jackson Elementary had 653 students, while Jackson High School had 441. Henderson Elementary had 938 students, while Henderson High School had 392.


In September 1963, a spotted collie took up home with the Jackson Police Department and made the rounds with officers. A week after he was mentioned in the newspaper, the black and white dog was struck by a car and was clinging to life.


Mayor C. B. Brown reminded citizens in September 1963 that he city has zoning ordinances and that they would be enforced. He urged citizens to check zoning maps before purchasing property, and to obtain a proper building permit before beginning any construction.


Fire of undetermined causes totally destroyed the home of Ernest Gilbert at 139 North Benton Street on September 18, 1963. Gilbert received minor burns, and was the only person home when the flames began after midnight.


At the annual Butts County Fair, 14-year-old Claudia Potts was crowned Queen of the Butts County Fair. A ninth grader at Jackson High School, she had already appeared four times on the Freddy Miller Show, and narrowly missed a chance to appear on the Ted Mack Amateur Show doing a dance routine.


According to Sheriff V. H. Ham, two Negroes died during October 1963 as a result of poison moonshine. The still believed responsible for the “lead” poisoning was found and raided in the Towaliga District.


Anne Adams, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Rufus Adams of Jackson, was selected as Homecoming Queen at Jackson High School in November 1963.


A five percent raise was granted to approximately 300 employees at Avondale Mills’ Pepperton Plant on November 18, 1963. It amounted to a $50,000 annul increase to the plant’s payroll. Work was also scheduled to begin soon on air conditioning the plant.


In November 1963, city workers took up two sections of old flagstone sidewalks downtown and replaced them with smooth concrete. The merchants and the city split the cost. Only a few yards of the flagstone, which could trip the unwary, remained. The flagstones were not destroyed, but were taken to Sylvan Grove Hospital and use for a walkway around the right side of the building to the emergency room.


Workers also installed modern mercury lights on Brookwood Avenue, meaning the new lights shone brightly there and on the square, most of Third Street, and parts of McDonough Road.


On Saturday, November 23, 1963, Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. asked that all business close from 12 noon to 12:30 p.m. to allow all citizens to pay respects to President John Kennedy, who had been assassinated the day before. All churches in the community also opened to allow citizens to pray and meditate.

JACKSON RED DEVIL FOOTBALL 1963

JACKSON – 56, Central – 0


Harry Cook had three touchdowns, Allen Byars two TDs, Jimmy Autry two, and Tommy Carmichael kicked eight point after attempts.

JACKSON – 19, Fayette County – 0


David Polk, Harry Cook and Bruce Rowe each scored a touchdown and Tommy Carmichael added on extra point.

JACKSON – 34, Monticello – 0


Quarterback David Polk scored three touchdowns, and Harry Cook and Allen Byars each had one. Tommy Carmichael kicked four extra points.

JACKSON – 28, Fort Valley – 7


Harry Cook ran for one touchdown and caught a TD pass from David Polk, who also ran one in for a touchdown. Allen Byars had a 76-yard kickoff return for a touchdown, and Tommy Carmichael added four extra points.

JACKSON – 51, Gordon – 0


Harry Cook ran for two touchdowns, and Jimmy Kersey ran for one and caught a TD pass from David Polk. Donny Pelt caught two Polk throws for touchdowns. Allen Byars ran one in, as did Jimmy Autry. Tommy Carmichael kicked three extra points.

JACKSON – 20, Manchester – 7


David Polk ran for a touchdown and also caught a TD pass from Harry Cook that fooled the defense. Cook also ran for one. Tommy Carmichael added two extra point kicks. The team was ranked second in the state in Class B.

Jackson – 7, HENRY COUNTY – 12


Jimmy Autry scored the team’s only touchdown on a three-yard plunge, and Tommy Carmichael added the extra point.

JACKSON – 20, Mary Persons – 19


David Polk dove for a one-yard touchdown. Harry Cook ran in a TD from two yards out. Bruce Rower and Larry Norsworthy shared in the recovery of a MP fumble in the endzone with time running out to tie the game. Tommy Carmichael kicked two extra points, including the game winner. The win gave the Red Devil their first 3-B title.

JACKSON – 41, Harris County – 0


Harry Cook scored three touchdowns, and Jimmy Autry, Jimmy Kersey and Larry Mathias each scored one. Tommy Carmichael kicked five extra points.

JACKSON – 47, Putnam County - 13


Harry Cook and David Polk ran for two touchdowns each. Jimmy Autry ran for another, and Donny Pelt caught a TD pass from Polk. Tommy Carmichael added five extra points.


The season was Jackson’s most successful in 12 years, with a 9-1-0 record, and a shot at the North Georgia Class B state title.

Jackson – 13, WASHINGTON-WILKES – 19


Harry Cook ran for two touchdowns, and Tommy Carmichael added one extra point.


Bruce Rowe was named Lineman of the Year by the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, and Harry Cook joined Rowe in being named to the Class B All-State Team.


In addition to the six people killed by accidents in 1963, several Negro men were believed to have died from poison moonshine. Names of these individuals were not released by the Sheriff’s Department.

