1964


A sleet storm of unprecedented proportion struck Jackson on January 7, 1964, bringing up to three inches of ice to the landscape. The most damage done by the heavy ice was to the modern flat awnings recently installed in front of businesses downtown. No traffic accidents or emergencies were reported, though the Jackson Volunteer Fire Department spent the night in city hall in case of emergency.


In the first weeks of January 1964, students had moved into new classrooms built at Jackson Elementary and Henderson Elementary. The construction was made possible by $250,000 in bonds approved by voters in March 1963. Still under construction was an auditorium for Jackson Elementary and High schools and a gymnasium for Henderson Elementary and High schools.


Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. and members of the city council presented the annual State of the City message to the Jackson Kiwanis Club on January 28. Mayor Brown said the city has grown from 1.59 square miles in 1959 to 2.25 square miles in 1963. The growth included annexation of four subdivisions in two years. 

Despite nearly doubling in size, Brown reported the city still operates on a cash basis and had a $21,569.50 balance as of January 1, 1964. That compared to $14,000 at the beginning of 1963. Revenue for 1963 amounted to $219,000, with only $37,000 derived from taxes.


He added that new traffic lights were ordered for Third Street and expected to be installed within three months. The Street and Sanitary departments had outgrown their headquarters at the old jail on North Oak Street, and a new headquarters was being built on the city’s industrial site near The Kym Company.


Mayor Pro Tem C. M. Daniel, Jr. said the city had 20 miles of paved roads. In 1962, the city issued 270 business licenses for revenues of $6,862. But in 1963, the city issued 291 business permits for revenues of $8,569. The assessed property tax digest of the city had grown from $1,900,000 in 1961 to $2,110,000 in 1963 and an estimated $2,500,000 in 1964.


Otis Ball, chairman of the Water and Light committees, said the number of customers increased from 950 in 1961 to 1175 in 1963, and that the city had revenues of $136,418 from sale of electricity in 1963.


John L. Coleman, chairman of the Cemetery, Gas and Building committees reported that the number of gas customers had increased from 758 in 1961 to 821 at the end of 1963. He also noted the sizable increase in building permits issued in the city. In 1961, there were 19 building permits issued totaling $185,570. In 1962, there were 18 permits issued totaling $1165,400. In 1963, the city issued 65 building permits totaling $470,290.


Bill Sasser, chairman of the Sanitary Committee, reported that the one dollar service fee addition for garbage collection was necessary, and commended the job done by Willis McElhaney and his two helpers. The department operated with only a $40 deficit in 1963.

JACKSON RED DEVIL BASKETBALL 1963-1964

Jackson – 53, PIKE COUNTY – 73

JACKSON – 68, Mary Persons – 42

Jackson – 37, MILNER – 59

Jackson – 48, GREENVILLE - 54

Jackson – 54, MONTICELLO - 61

Jackson – 46, HENRY COUNTY - 64

Jackson – 27, NEWTON COUNTY - 75

Jackson – 54, GREENVILLE - 62

Jackson – 36, GRIFFIN - 49

JACKSON – 58, Mary Persons - 56

Jackson – 65, PIKE COUNTY - 94

Jackson – 42, HENRY COUNTY – 65

Jackson – 49, MILNER - 63

Jackson – 30, NEWTON COUNTY – 67

Jackson – 54, GRIFFIN – 61

JACKSON – 57, Monticello - 53

Jackson – 35, FORT VALLEY - 49

JACKSON RED DEVIL BASKETBALL 1963-1964

Jackson – 37, PIKE COUNTY – 51

Jackson – 45, MARY PERSONS - 56

Jackson – 26, MILNER - 54

Jackson – 34, GREENVILLE - 42

JACKSON – 98, Monticello - 25

JACKSON – 48, Henry County - 35

Jackson – 35, NEWTON COUNTY - 53

Jackson – 44, GREENVILLE – 51

JACKSON – 41, Griffin – 40

JACKSON – 47, Mary Persons – 45

JACKSON – 37, Pike County – 34

Jackson – 24, HENRY COUNTY – 27

Jackson – 37, MILNER - 64

Jackson – 27, NEWTON COUNTY - 46

Jackson – 42, GRIFFIN – 44

JACKSON – 65, Monticello - 26

JACKSON – 33, Fort Valley – 30

Jackson – 33, MARY PERSONS – 50

JACKSON – 53, Heard County – 43

Jackson – 38, HARRIS COUNTY – 40

Jackson 45, CENTRAL CARROLLTON – 46


The Lady Devilettes took fourth place in the region tournament, losing to Harris County in the final three seconds a game that would have sent them to the state playoffs.


A master plan for the beautification of Jackson urged every resident purchase at least one dogwood tree in February 1964.


On February 24, 1964 Butts County Sheriff V. H. (Happy) Ham announced he would not seek re-election due to health reasons. Three others had qualified in the race and began a fight for contender status. They were: J. D. (Bud) Pope, former sheriff; Hugh Polk, former deputy sheriff; and Calvin Johnson, filling station owner.


The Butts County Ministerial Association mailed a questionnaire to each asking their stance on beer sales in a dry county. As Doyle Jones, Jr. wrote in the Progress-Argus soon after: “The public has a right to know. Voters, becoming more sophisticated and concerned, are looking more and more at a candidate’s qualifications rather than his family tree.”


In the April 3 primary, Pope won election as sheriff, after an eight-year absence from the post.


At the March 3, 1964 STAR Student Banquet, sponsored by the Junior Chamber of Commerce, Newton Etheredge was named STAR Student. He, in turn, named Mrs. R. C. Edwards, a science teacher at Jackson High School, as STAR Teacher.


It was announced on March 9, 1964 that 1.89 miles of street in Jackson would soon be resurfaced and paved. The streets covered included Glenn Street, North McKibben Street and Pine Street. Glenn Street was the new street running the back of the Bethel Flats area that connected North Mulberry to Pine Street and then on to Covington Street. The funds to do the work came from the state and were secured by city officials and State Representative Bailey Woodward.


In March 1964, the city purchased a used garbage truck to facilitate the duties of the sanitation department.


In March 1964, the charter of a new bank, McIntosh State Bank, was approved by the State Banking Department. Work began soon thereafter on its new $50,000 building on South Oak Street on the lot formerly occupied by the Buchanan Hotel. Officers of the bank were W. H. Shapard, president; H. Wayne Barnes, chairman of the board; and Henry Asbury, executive vice president and cashier. Members of the Board of Directors were: Rufus Adams, M. W. Carmichael, G. W. Caston, Doyle Jones, Jr., E. M. McCord, and L. C. Webb.


On March 18, 1964, a 14-year-old Negro boy, Eulus Thurman collapsed while playing softball on the Henderson school field. He was pronounced dead on arrival at Sylvan Grove Hospital. Witnesses report he was not struck with a ball or bat, but fell to the ground after throwing the ball.


A frame duplex on Benton Street was badly damaged by fire on March 22, 1964. No one was injured, though one tenant lost many of her belongings.


In March 1964, a black and white mongrel pooch – most likely part collie - who had chased cars for years on McDonough Road finally met his match when he was struck by a car and died.


In early April 1964, Richard W. Watkins, Jr., Chairman of the State Board of Corrections, announced that the state planned to construct a new prison complex somewhere between Atlanta and Macon. The Butts County Chamber of Commerce, Inc. had secured options on several sites in Butts County, which were to be reviewed by the Board.


Volunteers from the four garden clubs in Butts County planted 22 dogwood trees on the lawn of the courthouse on April 10, 1964.


Traffic signals with yellow caution lights were installed at three intersections in Jackson on April 17, 1964. The intersections are Third and Oak, Third and Mulberry and Covington and Third. All could be controlled from the police booth on the courthouse lawn should emergency vehicles need to pass quickly through town.


The first recount in the history of Butts County politics was held on April 1964. Incumbent coroner Doyal J. Bennett received 1,588 votes to challenger Dr. Jack R. Newman’s 1,592 votes. Bennett asked for and received a recount. The result was a difference of three votes, but the same outcome: Newman 1,593, Bennett 1,586.


The Jackson High School track team amassed 117 points in the Class B region meet to take first place for the second year in a row, and placing eight boys in the state meet. The golden boy for the Red Devils was Harry Cook, who won five gold medals and 50 points for his team. He won the 100 and 220 yard dashes, the broad jump and anchored the first place 440- and mile-relay teams.


At the state meet, Jackson placed second. Tommy Carmichael tied for first place in the pole vault at 11’8”. Harry Cook placed second in the 100- and 220-yard races.


The city rented new uniforms for male employees in May 1964. Supervisor’s uniforms are white shirts with khaki pants with an insignia showing their department and first name, while other employees have regular uniforms with department’s insignia.


In May 1964, the city completed several improvements to the city cemetery, including a chain link fence around the entire cemetery with gates that were locked each evening and opened each morning. The cemetery also boasted new paved roads and improved landscaping.


It wasn’t until July 1964 that someone was locked in the cemetery. It happened to Hugh R. Bailey, of North Carolina, who was visiting the cemetery late one afternoon. He had to climb the fence and inform authorities that his car was locked in.


On May 25, 1964, the city announced a new ordinance that required each person owning real estate in the city to keep their property “free of wild and abundant growth of vines, weeds, etc. to the extent that said property will not become unwholesome, unhealthy or a nuisance.” Those not complying with the ordinance were fined.


Henderson High School graduated 41 seniors on May 22, 1964. Geraldine Smith won the highest honor and a $1,000 scholarship to Johnson C. Smith University in Charlotte, North Carolina. Ted Head was the salutatorian.


Eddie James Griffin, six-and-a-half-year-old son of Robert Griffin of Buchanan Street, received fatal injuries on June 13, 1964 when he ran across First Street without looking. The boy was struck and killed by a car that could not avoid him, and he became the first traffic fatality in the city in almost nine years.


Two weeks later on June 28, 1964, Willie James Mayfield, an 18-month-old child, was killed on Benton Street when a car backed over him. Witnesses say the child walked into the car’s path, and the accident was unavoidable.


On July 4, 1964, Missouri Goolsby became the third traffic fatality in a month when she stepped in front of an approaching car on Highway 23/42 in front of Cowan’s Supermarket. The 32-year-old victim died at Sylvan Grove Hospital and the accident was determined to be unavoidable.


In June 1964, the city purchased a second prowl car for the police department. Before that, speeders watched for the lone patrol car to pass, and then used city streets for drag racing knowing the officer was not around. The additional car led to a crackdown on speeding, and a number of driver’s licenses were confiscated.


By July 1, 1964, an estimated $334,300 was spent on new residences, businesses and garages in the city. The figure represents 26 homes, one small shop, one room addition, one bank building, a three-car garage and a service station.


On July 17, 1964, Dr. W. G. Smith opened a nine-hole golf course on Highway 42 four miles north of Jackson. It was the county’s first course since the mid-1930s. The course was 2,373 yards, and par was 36.


William Morris Redman, Sr., age 71 and principal architect of Jackson’s progress while serving as mayor for 26 years, died July 19, 1964 following an apparent heart attack. Under his leadership, city hall was built for over $50,000, and the city was operated on a pay-as-you-go basis and became a model for other cities.


Redman was born in Butts County, graduated from the University of Georgia in 1915, and was a veteran of World War I. Following his service he practiced law. At the time of his death, he served as clerk to the Butts County Commissioners and as city and county attorney.


Businesses in the city closed for an hour during his funeral, and an overflow crowd attended the service.


In the middle of August 1964, Richard W. Watkins, Jr., chairman of the State Board of Corrections, announced that a 938-acre site adjacent to I-75 was selected as the location of the state’s new $8 million prison facility. The facility will classify newly convicted criminals. “The facility will put us a long step down the road on a real rehabilitation program,” said Watkins. “Those convicted of crime will be checked into the facility for examination by doctors and psychologists. On the basis of these and other tests, prisoners will be assigned to other prison units and their talents put to best usage.”


About 200 prisoners could be checked and classified at one time. Adjoining the classification center would be a maximum security prison with a capacity of between 400 and 600.


On August 30, 1964, Butts County’s first serious incident with racial overtones occurred when a group of Negro youths stopped and attacked two vehicles containing White passengers at the intersection of Fincherville Road and Highway 36. The melee ended with Andrew James Miller, 19 of Jackson, shot and killed by John Lo Whitaker of Jenkinsburg. A coroner’s jury absolved Whitaker of blame and ruled the shooting justifiable.


According to Sheriff V. H. Ham, Negroes forced an automobile occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Howell Pritchett and daughter to stop. Whitaker, who was following the Pritchetts, was compelled to stop as well.  Using rocks as principal weapons, the windows of the Pritchett vehicle were smashed.


Whitaker fired two shots from a 45 caliber automatic at Miller who was attempting to open the door of his pickup truck. The deceased was struck in the heart and died instantly. Whitaker raced to Covington with the Negroes in close pursuit and asked for protection from the Covington police.


The Pritchetts and Whitaker had attended a party in Worthville and were on their way home when the incident occurred.


According to statements by Negro passengers in the vehicles involved, word was received at a Negro tavern in the Worthville area that some White boys had blocked Fincherville Road. Several Negro youth pulled away from the gathering place to check the report.


Sheriff Ham said Miller had been beaten up the night before in a fight between Negroes and Whites.


Following the shooting, Miller was taken to Sylvan Grove Hospital and pronounced dead on the arrival. Soon after, a crowd of 125 to 150 Negroes gathered at the hospital. The crowd was orderly and dispersed when told that Whitaker was in jail and the matter was handled by law enforcement. He was released later that day following the coroner’s jury’s findings.


Jackson Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. put 20-25 “special deputies” on “standby alert” following the gathering at the hospital. A 10:30 p.m. curfew for those 16 and under was placed in effect and a midnight curfew for adults was enforced.


Mayor Brown described Jackson’s race relations as “cordial and good” and said “we will do everything possible to keep them that way.”


A large storage barn belonging to V. H. Ham, on the lot where the Nutt and Bond office is located on Second Street, was destroyed by fire on August 31, 1964. The barn contained about 75 tons of hay, cotton seed and fertilizer. Members of the Jackson Volunteer Fire Department were on hand to prevent the fire from spreading.


On September 18, 1964, McIntosh State Bank opened on South Oak Street. It featured a large parking lot, drive-in window, and night depository.


In the October 16, 1964 primary, no one opposed Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. for his second term, or councilmen W. O. Ball or C. M. Daniel, Jr.


Butts County had 26 churches, with one more being built, in 1964.


In 1964, the state was spending $315,000 on improvements to the Indian Springs State Park. It led all other state parks in attendance with 536,710 visitors between July 1, 1963 and June 30, 1964, an increase of over 88,000 from the previous year.


At the Butts County Fair in October 1964, Mrs. Flora Price of Jenkinsburg was named Woman of the Year. Miss Cathy Blue, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Blue, was crowned Miss Butts County Fair.


Mattie Clark was named Miss Henderson High during homecoming festivities in October 1964. Her court included Vivian Bridges and Shirley Willis. The homecoming parade featured five bands from area high schools.


In the general election held November 4, 1964, only 47 voters cast ballots in the City of Jackson. C. B. Brown, Jr. was reelected to a second term as mayor; Milton Daniel to the Council in the Second Ward; and W. Otis Ball to the Council in the Third Ward. All were unopposed.


In a speech to combined shifts at Avondale Mill in Pepperton on November 4, 1964, J. Craig Smith, president and treasurer of the company, told employees that Avondale Mills had spent $761,000 on improving the facility since it purchased the plant. But for the year ending August 31, 1963, the facility actually lost $38,000. He said 259 members of the Jackson plant received checks of $532 from a profit sharing plan with the company, and that none of that money was made here and other employees in the firm’s Alabama mills were upset about that. “I would be less than frank with you if I did not tell you we are very unhappy with the financial results we have had up to now,” said Craig.

JACKSON RED DEVIL FOOTBALL 1964

JACKSON – 25, Fort Valley – 7


David Polk and Allen Byars each scored two rushing touchdowns.

JACKSON – 6, Washington-Wilkes – 0


Jimmy Autry scored a touchdown from three yards out to give his team a victory over the defending state champions.

Jackson – 0, WEST POINT – 27

Jackson – 6, HOGANSVILLE – 20

JACKSON – 19, Gordon Military – 0


David Garr, Terry Kitchens and Jimmy Autry scored touchdowns.

Jackson – 0, MARY PERSONS – 14

Jackson – 13, MANCHESTER – 26


David Polk and Jimmy Autry each scored touchdowns, and Polk added an extra point kick.

JACKSON – 23, Pacelli – 14


Butch Miller, Ricky Johnson, and David Polk scored touchdowns, and Terry Kitchens picked up two points with a safety.

JACKSON – 26, Harris County – 13


David Polk ran for two touchdowns and kicked two extra points, Jimmy Autry ran an interception back for a TD, and Ricky Johnson added another Jackson touchdown.

Jackson – 7, MONTICELLO – 20


Jimmy Autry scored a touchdown when he scooped up a fumble and ran it 35 yards.


Mr. and Mrs. Mack G. Finney celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on November 28, 1964.


At the end of November 1964, the Jackson Police Department was sporting a new 1965 Ford, which joined a Chevrolet already in service. Both are radio dispatched, and feature emergency lights and police department markings.


The city also hired two colored policemen. They only worked on Friday night, Saturday afternoon and night, and Sunday afternoon and night, and only in the colored section of the city. The men, James Berry and William Powell, will patrol in a radio- dispatched car. Only in times of emergency would they patrol outside the colored section. Such hiring had been contemplated for months after the City of McDonough reported the success of similar police hires.


Fifty families and 200 children signed up for the Empty Stocking Fund, which was sponsored by the Jaycees. The fund provided each child with a new article of clothing and a good used toy.


The new gymnasium at Henderson High School was dedicated on December 13, 1964.


On December 13, 1964, Mr. and Mrs. B. F. Hamlin celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary.


On December 16, 1964, two Jackson students were killed in a fiery automobile wreck north of Locust Grove. Killed were Charles Anthony (Bobby) Deraney, 18, and Franklin Wayne Cawthon, 18. Both boys were extremely popular. Deraney’s car lost control and veered into another vehicle, which hit another vehicle. Two of the cars burst into flames, and quick work by two passers-by saved lives by pulling everyone from the cars.


A four-year-old Negro child died after the car his father was driving was struck by a train on the Bibb Station Road crossing on December 20, 1964. His father, Charlie Lee Cash, was hospitalized but survived.

