1965


In February 1965, Karen Garr was named STAR Student at Jackson High School by the Butts County Jaycees. She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Garr. She named her mother as STAR Teacher for the county.


On February 10, 1965, James H. Wallace, Sr. was killed at the Van Deventer Youth Center in Jackson where he worked. He and two women were cleaning the floors when the highly flammable solution they were using spilled and was ignited by a pilot light. Wallace suffered burns to 90 percent of his body, and died at DeKalb General Hospital. 


Wallace came to Jackson in 1955 when he was named Executive Secretary of the Van Deventer Youth Foundation, and was influential in the creation of the Connie Mack League for young baseball players. At the time of his death, he was Executive Director of the Van Deventer Association, president and national director of the Georgia Connie Mack League, and president of the Jackson Kiwanis Club. Nearly 1,500 attended his funeral at the National Guard Armory on Franklin Street.


In February 1965, the City of Jackson added two new employees. Mrs. Denny O’Neal began working in the Light and Water Department. Mrs. Sammy Coleman worked in the Gas Department. The vacancies were caused by the resignation of Mrs. Merrill Price in the Gas Department and Mrs. J. S. Robison in the Water and Light Department.

JACKSON RED DEVILS BASKETBALL 1964-1965

Jackson – 50, GRIFFIN – 84

JACKSON – 57, Gordon - 55

Jackson – 41, MARY PERSONS - 57

Jackson – 38, GREENSBORO - 45

Jackson – 44, MILNER - 94

Jackson – 42, SOCIAL CIRCLE – 57

Jackson – 46, NEWTON COUNTY – 62

Jackson – 57, EVERGREEN - 64

Jackson – 38, MARY PERSONS - 49

JACKSON LADY DEVILS BASKETBALL 1964-1965

JACKSON – 54, Griffin – 45

JACKSON – 48, Gordon - 18

JACKSON – 53, Mary Persons – 47

JACKSON – 61, Loganville – 43

Jackson – 46, Rockdale County - 53

JACKSON – 38, Milner – 32

Jackson – 37, NEWTON COUNTY – 66

JACKSON – 40, Social Circle - 29

Jackson – 23, PIKE COUNTY – 45


On March 8, 1965, a Negro woman believed to be in her forties, Jewel O’Neal, dropped dead while walking on Benton Street. She was known to have a heart condition, according to Jackson Police Chief Watson Vaughn.


A wild shooting spree broke the calm on Elm Street on March 13, 1965 as Billy (Charlie) White and Nacoma Benton argued over a gas bill then started shooting at one another from a distance of between 100 and 200 yards using a rifle and a 410 shotgun. Both were arrested and no one was injured.


A bill to amend the city charter of Jackson was approved in March 1965. It allowed the city to employ a recorder, raise the salaries of the mayo and council and allow them to increase fines if they choose to. Mayor C. B. Brown said the recorder would be hired at a rate of $50 per month. At the time of the bill’s passage, the mayor’s salary was $600 per year, and council members received $300 annually.


According to an announcement made March 15, 1965 by J. Craig Smith, president of the Avondale Mills, the Pepperton Cotton Mill has been renamed Indian Springs Mill. The plant had been producing napkins and the like, but was being changed to a new line. The company had sought suggestions from the community for the new name, and Craig reported that most people he spoke with in Jackson approved of the new name.


Ida E. Byars, a third grade teacher, was named Teacher of the Year at Henderson Elementary School on April 1965. She was born and raised in Butts County.


Jackson High School’s track team inaugurated its new track on April 28, 1965 with a win over three teams.


Benjamin B. Garland was named Recorder of the City of Jackson to handle court matters. Previously, the court was presided over by the mayor. But as the city grew, the city council saw a need for a new position to oversee court matters. Recorders Court was held every Saturday and Monday.


In response to complaints about teenagers drinking beer on public streets, the Jackson City Council passed an ordinance in April 1965 prohibiting the consumption of any alcohol on a public street or within 100 feet of a public street. Another new ordinance prohibited the sale of firearms to persons under age 21. Several teenagers had been found to in possession of small firearms when they were apprehended for other charges, and the new ordinance was proposed to reduce the risk of other dangerous crimes.


On May 1, 1965, stockholders of the Jackson Ice Company received checks for the final liquidation of the business. Begun in 1920 when ice was hard to come by, the Jackson Ice Company was no longer needed due to the availability of electric icemakers in new refrigerators. The company stopped making ice in 1964.


In May 1965, Kay Street, Fay Street, Rosalind Lane and Hillcrest Drive were paved by the City of Jackson.


On May 24, 1965, the 138-year-old Macedonia Baptist Church burned to the ground as the result of a fire that started with a lightning strike. At the time, the church had 450 members.


On June 4, 1965, 63 seniors graduated from Henderson High School. Frederick Watkins received the Highest Honor. Ninety seniors graduated from Jackson High School on June 7, 1965.


Bids for the construction of Interstate 75 in Butts County were sought in June of 1965. State officials expected the interstate to open by 1969.


A spectacular, flaming collision involving three vehicles on Brookwood Avenue killed two people and critically injured two others on July 24, 1965. Killed were Franklin Eugene Harris, 44 of Jackson, and Linda Kay Phillips, 19 of Columbus. Two weeks after the accident nine-year-old Jerry Lynn Harris died as a result of his injuries.


In August 1965, the Citizen and Southern National Bank purchased a five percent interest in the Jackson National Bank. The action meant C&S customers could used Jackson National, and Jackson National customers had access to C&S services not previously available.


A record enrollment of 2,522 students started school in Butts County at the end of August 1965. There were 1,382 students at Henderson High and Elementary schools, and 1,140 students at Jackson High and Elementary schools. Four Negro students enrolled at Jackson High: two in the eighth grade, one in the ninth, and one in the twelfth.


At the annual Butts County Fair in October 1965, Mrs. A. W. “Gus” Cook was named Butts County Woman of the Year. She serves as secretary to Butts County’s county agent and works closely with the 4-H program.


J. Dawson Bryant, widely known Jackson businessman and First Baptist Church layman, was nominated for the City Council seat from the first ward during a primary on October 15, 1965. His margin of victory over physician Dr. Francis M. Holston was 10 votes, 191 to 181. It was the fewest number to vote in a contested primary in many years. John L. Coleman, incumbent from the fourth ward, was nominated without opposition.


Jackson Police Chief Watson Vaughn and Milton Daniel, chairman of the Aldermatic Police Committee, appealed to parents to help them put an end to egg throwing incidents that left the home of Evans Acree, Jackson High School principal, spattered with eggs on October 22, 1965. It was believed that the eggs were hurled in retaliation for an announcement made by Acree of the school’s public address system at the request of Jackson city officials.


At about the same time, Jackson postmaster John P. Hunt reported a rash of destroyed and damaged mailboxes. Some of the boxes were rocked with heavy stones, others had firecrackers lit and placed inside, and one had its back blown out presumably by a shotgun.


In November 1965 it was announced that the City of Jackson would erect a new 300,000-gallon water tank and add new water main extensions. The measures improved fire protection, water quality, and circulation throughout the city’s water system. The cost of the improvements, according to Councilman W. O. Ball, was $150,000, which was to be paid without an increase in taxes.


A study conducted by Robert and Company Associates of Atlanta estimated the water consumption of the city at 325,000 gallons per day, and that at peak times the usage could be as high as 650,000 gallons a day.


The principal source for the city’s water was Yellow Water Creek, which is joined by Watson Creek immediately above the water plant. An auxiliary source for water was Cawthon Lake, a privately-owned two-acre impoundment north of the water plant which the city leased water rights to.


At the time, the city’s water distribution system consisted of a 10-inch main from the water plant through the center of town to the southern edge of Jackson; a short run of eight-inch pipe on East Third Street; and a network of six-inch and smaller pipes throughout the rest of the city. A 75,000-gallon elevated tank located two blocks southeast of the courthouse square floats on the system.

JACKSON RED DEVILS FOOTBALL 1965

Jackson – 0, FORT VALLEY – 7

Jackson – 0, WASHINGTON-WILKES – 27

Jackson – 0, WEST POINT – 28

Jackson – 13, HOGANSVILLE – 21

Jackson – 7, GORDON – 13

Jackson – 0, MARY PERSONS – 6

Jackson – 0, MANCHESTER – 34

Jackson – 0, PACELLI – 14

JACKSON – 21, Harris County – 13

Jackson – 13, MONTICELLO – 21


The committee in charge of raising funds to purchase a piano for Jackson Elementary School reported in November 1965 that it needed $275 more to reach its goal. Every student was asked to bring 50 cents of $1 to school during the week of November 21.


Christmas lights and decorations went up throughout Jackson on November 26, 1965, the day after Thanksgiving, which was earlier than usual for the city. Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. said that day traditionally marked the beginning of the Christmas shopping season.


On Thanksgiving eve 1965, the safe at the Colonial Store on Oak Street was blown from its concrete mooring and taken away by vehicle. The robbers pried a double lock off a door facing Byars Street, and made off with an undisclosed amount of cash and checks.


According to the American Cancer Society, between 1960 and 1965, 70 Butts County residents died from cancer. Cancer of the colon-rectum, breast and uterus, three of the most curable forms of the disease when detected early, resulted in 17 of those deaths.


During the 1965 Christmas Lighting Contest, Mrs. Guy Bearden was judged to have the best lighted door, and Miss Elizabeth Finley the best overall decorations.

