1966


As 1966 began, the Jackson City Council welcomed its newest member, Dawson Bryant, and rehired all city employees.


Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. also announced the intention to introduce legislation that would dissolve the corporate charter of the Town of Pepperton and amend the City of Jackson charter to allow it to incorporate the mill town. The legislation also created a fifth ward, which included Pepperton, and called for the election of a new council member to represent that area. John Robert Pulliam as mayor of Pepperton at the time.


On April 1, 1966, the area of Pepperton was incorporated in the City of Jackson. The city’s population went from just over 3,400 to nearly 4,000.


On January 30, 1966, Jackson and Butts County was hit by subzero temperatures, though no snow or ice accumulated. Thermometers generally registered zero or slightly below in town, while Indian Springs was the county’s icebox at four below. Nearly 200 homes reported broken pipes as a result of the deep freeze.


Schools were closed on Monday, January 31, 1966 as a result, too.


A major break in a water main on February 2, 1966 left most of the city without water service, and those with water service had very little water pressure when they turned on faucets. A pumper truck from Griffin was called on to assist the city in the event of a fire. Schools were closed as a result of the emergency. The problem was found to be caused by all those homes with broken pipes and a frozen water tank.


At the annual STAR Student banquet, held on February 8, 1966 by the Butts County Jaycees, Larry Morgan was named STAR Student. He named Mrs. M. R. Singleton as his STAR Teacher.


Winds reaching up to 100 miles per hour lashed Jackson and Butts County on February 13, 1966. No injuries were reported, but the storm broke glass at some businesses and tore awnings off buildings Roofs throughout the county also suffered damage. The storm also dropped three inches of rain, which flooded the basement of the Jackson Presbyterian Church, curtailing Sunday School and worship service there.


On February 23, 1966, 78-year-old Charlie S. White of Park Avenue was charged with murder in the shotgun death of his wife, Ollie Mae White.

JACKSON RED DEVILS BASKETBALL 1966

JACKSON - 38, Social Circle – 30

JACKSON – 48, Woodbury - 46

Jackson – 32, MARY PERSONS - 43

Jackson – 43, HENRY COUNTY – 69

Jackson – 32, LITHONIA - 45

Jackson – 55, WOODBURY – 64

Jackson – 30, HENRY COUNTY - 42

Jackson – 50, GORDON – 61

Jackson – 55, PIKE COUNTY - 74

Jackson – 40, MARY PERSONS - 49

Jackson – 44, MILNER - 71

JACKSON – 58, Gordon - 57

JACKSON – 62, Social Circle – 55

Seabie Maddox scored 32 points,

JACKSON LADY DEVILS BASKETBALL 1966

Jackson – 12, SOCIAL CIRCLE – 30

Jackson – 22, WOODBURY – 43

Jackson – 19, MARY PERSONS - 47

Jackson – 22, HENRY COUNTY – 35

Jackson – 13, LITHONIA – 44

Jackson – 25, WOODBURY - 67

Jackson – 30, HENRY COUNTY – 46

JACKSON – 63, Gordon – 34

Jackson – 32, PIKE COUNTY - 47

Jackson – 22, MARY PERSONS - 55

Jackson – 16, MILNER – 48

JACKSON – 45, Gordon - 34

Jackson – 24, SOCIAL CIRCLE – 42


In a speech to the Jackson Kiwanis Club on March 1, 1966, Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. outlined four areas in which the city should take action.


He suggested the formation of a welcoming committee to visit new families that move into the city and make them feel at home.


Also, he called for a brochure to be created touting all the city has to offer.


Downtown parking remained a vexing problem, and plans were to shrink the size of the lawn around the courthouse to allow for more parking spaces.


And finally, Mayor Brown said there needs to be quality employment available locally to keep high school and college graduates in Jackson.


Mr. S. L. Johnson was named Henderson High and Elementary School’s Teacher of the Year, and was honored on March 20 at the annual Teacher of the Year program. Johnson taught fifth grade and was director of the Henderson Youth Center.


In March 1966, announcement was made that Sgt. Clarence A. Whitehead of Flovilla was killed in Vietnam when he stepped on an enemy mine. He was the first Butts County casualty of the conflict. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. Levi Whitehead, were presented with the Purple Heart on May 31, 1966.


At the end of March 1966, the Board of Education released its school desegregation guidelines to eliminate the racial segregation of students, in accordance with the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Throughout the month of April 1966, parents were required to choose which school they wanted their children to attend the following school year. Once a choice was made and submitted, it could not be changed.


While both Henderson and Jackson elementary schools offered the same programs, there were differences in the courses offered at the two high schools. At Henderson High School, Art Appreciation, Music Appreciation, French III, Psychology, Civics and Chorus were offered, but were not offered at Jackson High School. Jackson High offered Speech, Spanish I, Mechanical Drawing, World Geography and Mathematics V, but were not offered at Henderson.


At the same time, according to the BOE, all school-connected activities, sports, and facilities were to be open to all on a desegregated basis. School-sponsored transportation was also to be desegregated.


In early April 1966, a panel of five local teenagers told the PTA and Kiwanis Clubs about the need for organized recreational activities for older teenagers. Mary Ruth Martin reported on the results of a survey given to 359 high school students. To the question “what is the main type of recreation that you feel that the teenager of your age needs?” the answers were dances (70%), skating (23%) and bowling (21%). For Summer activities, the answers were water sports (64%), drag racing (22%), and dancing (14%).


 The Henderson High School Tiger Band, under the direction of Andrew J, Buggs, Jr., tied for first place during a band festival held at the school on April 15.


A fire on April 18, 1966 destroyed the old Van Fretwell home on North Mulberry Street just north of the square. Volunteers with the Jackson Fire Department fought the blaze. The house had been unoccupied for some time, and was owned by the Jackson Hardware Company.


On April 19, 1966, word was received that the Avondale Mills plants was awarded a Defense Supply Agency contract for 2,000,000 yards of wind-resistant cloth, at a value of $1.3 million.


John R. Pulliam was unopposed in an April 29, 1866 special election for the newly created Fifth Ward seat on the Jackson City Council. Pulliam was the former mayor of Pepperton, the area included in the new ward.


During a dedication ceremony on May 4, 1966, the city dedicated two buildings to two long-serving employees. The Maintenance Building was dedicated to Mrs. W. H. (Jane) Mallet, city clerk for many years until her retirement in 1961. The Water and Light Building was dedicated to J. H. (Howard) Rooks, who had been affiliated with the department since 1927 as superintendent. Both buildings were located on an industrial plot off Highway 16 near the railroad tracks.


Sixty-nine seniors received diplomas during Jackson High School’s graduation exercises on June 6, 1966. George Weaver was named Valedictorian, and Emily McKibben named Salutatorian.


Two new cells were added to the city jail in June 1966, which were used for females and juveniles. A small courtroom and utility room were also added to the facility.


On June 20, 1966, a stubborn blaze seriously damaged the building and contents of the Gateway Luggage Plant in the east Jackson industrial area. It was believed that the fire started in scraps near the loading dock, and flames sucked inside by fans. The loss was heavy and the plant was closed for an indefinite period. The plant employed 111 people who were asked to report every Friday to apply for unemployment.


According to Hal A. Summers, superintendent of the Indian Springs Avondale Mills plant, by July 1966 the company spent $2.5 million on improvements to the facility since it purchased it. At the time, the plant mostly produced poplin for soldiers in Vietnam.


A four-room frame dwelling on North Oak Street was seriously damaged by fire on July 26, 1966. No one was injured in the blaze.


On July 25, 1966, the mayor and City Council adopted a disorderly conduct ordinance for the city. It made it unlawful to use vulgar or profane language; discharge a firearm; disturb the peace and tranquility of other persons; refuse to remove oneself from a private or public premises when asked to do so by the owner or occupant; hide weapons including knifes with blades in excess of three inches in a car; be drunk or intoxicated; accelerate the speed of a motor vehicle so that the tires “scratch off;” loiter on private property without the owners consent; possess drugs known as LSD, pep pills, home brew or beer in excess of 400 fluid ounces; toss or drop bottles, cans or other litter on streets, public places, or private property; engage in any act of indecency or exposure of private parts offensive to the sensibilities of others; or engage in fighting.


On September 12, 1966, the mayor and council added several acts that the city would also deem disorderly conduct: driving nay motor vehicle ahead of fire apparatus so as to block its way; driving nay vehicle within 500 feet behind a fire apparatus; driving any vehicle over a fire hose when it is laid out and being used to fight a fire; or to be in a drunken or intoxicated state from any cause whatsoever.


When school opened in August 1966, there were 686 students at Jackson Elementary School, an all-time high for grades one through seven, and 517 at Jackson High School. Henderson Elementary School had 854 in grades one through six, and Henderson High School held 550 students.


Mark Kapiloff, vice president of the KYM Company, announced in early September 1966 that all employees at the company would receive a 10 percent raise. Kapiloff said the increase is partly due to the fine efforts of the employees and also to management’s desire to share the cost of living. Kapiloff said the KYM Company planned to be a pace setter for wage levels in the area.


In the first week of September 1966, the City of Flovilla received notice that it had received a loan of $120,000 and a grant of $46,500 for the purpose of building a water system to service the city, the area around Indian Springs, and the Indian Springs Holiness Campground. In all 174 families were to be served by the system.


A month later in October 1966, the Town of Jenkinsburg received a Farmers Home Administration loan of $53,000 and a grant of $37,300 to construct a central water system to serve 80 families.


When the September 24, 1966 deadline passed for qualifying for the city primary, there was no opposition to Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr., or councilmen C. M. Daniel, Jr. or W. Otis Ball. It was the third term for Brown and Ball and the fourth term for Daniel.


At the Butts County Fair on October 10, 1966, Ethel Smith was named Woman of the Year by the Exchange Club. Miss Ethel, as she was known, was the county’s first public health nurse.

RED DEVIL FOOTBALL 1966

Jackson – 7, FAYETTE COUNTY – 13

Jackson – 0, MONTICELLO - 47

JACKSON – 34, Henry County – 0

Jackson – 7, WEST POINT – 33

JACKSON – 13, Hogansville – 6

Jackson – 14, GORDON MILITARY – 40

Jackson – 6, MARY PERSONS – 33

Jackson – 0, MANCHESTER – 27

Jackson – 0, PACELLI – 27

JACKSON – 40, Harris County – 0


At a hearing on November 21, 1966, the Jackson-Butts County Planning Commission approved the rezoning of property along south Mulberry Street and on College Street from residential to commercial. No one spoke in opposition to the request from property owners Richard W. Watkins, Jr. and James L. Robertson.


On December 7, 1966, the Jackson National Bank officially opened at its new location on the corner of Third Street and Mulberry Street. The bank had been in a temporary location below the Town House Restaurant since March 1966.


During the first week of December 1966, a new parking lot owned by the city opened on North Mulberry Street. Free parking was offered during the month of December on the lot, which was bought and cleared by the Jackson Hardware Company. Business owners and employees were urged to use this lot and save spaces around the square for customers.


Two ingenious city employees, Bill Mitchell and Homer Capps, built a leaf machine for a cost of about $250 in December 1966. The two had seen a professional leaf machine demonstrated just three weeks earlier, which was offered to the city at a price of $3,500.


The body of Jeanelle Stewart Perry, a Negro woman in her early 20s, was found savagely beaten and stabbed in her home on Benton Street on December 20, 1966. The body was found in a bed under an electric blanket by a neighbor who stopped by for a visit. According to Police Chief Watson Vaughn, an autopsy revealed she had been stabbed 27 times in the heart with a long blade pocket knife and severely beaten about the head with a brick.


Billy Thurman was arrested and charged with the crime, which he confessed to, though no motive was established.


On December 28, 1966, a Marietta man named Ray Terrell Reed, age 38, was found dead as the result of a self-inflicted gunshot on the floor of his room at the Heart of Jackson Motel. Reed had been employed as a construction worker at the new diagnostic prison, and was reportedly despondent in the days before his suicide.

