1967


On January 2, 1967 a domestic tiff between a married couple resulted in the wife, Lucile McLendon, being shot by the husband, Roger McClendon, on Buchanan Street in front of eyewitnesses. It was reported that the couple had been nagging each other that evening, and that Lucile was shot three times. Death was instantaneous according to Police Chief Watson Vaughn.


According to Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., an international business information agency, there were 110 businesses in Butts County at the start of 1967.


During a “State of the City” address to the Kiwanis Club on January 23, 1967, Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. said the city took in 54 acres in 1966, and was operating under the same amount of revenue save for a $1 service fee for garbage service and property taxes on new homes. Revenues in 1966 totaled $557,638, the first time over the half million dollar mark. 

Also in 1966, the city issued $547,000 in new building permits including a new bank, new apartment building, and 21 new homes. There were only three empty buildings on the square, said Brown, as opposed to nine of them in 1962.

The mayor estimated the city’s population at 3,750. He added that in 1954 when the natural gas system was installed, there were 334 customers, which grew to 943 by the end of 1966. The addition of a 300,000-gallon water tank and new six-inch mains had also improved water pressure.

Brown also asked for the club’s help in establishing a welcoming committee for new residents to the city, and the printing of a brochure lauding the city’s high points.


In early February 1967, Jackson was blanketed by one inch of snow that came unpredicted by weathermen. At the end of the month, the coldest temperatures of the Winter were recorded: nine degrees.


On February 21, 1967, Leon Cook was named STAR Student of Jackson High School. Cook named Mrs. Roy Prosser as his STAR Teacher.

JACKSON LADY DEVILS BASKETBALL 1967

Jackson – 44, MACON COUNTY - 59

JACKSON – 55, Fayette County – 37

Jackson – 29, PIKE COUNTY – 49

JACKSON – 61, Manchester - 41

JACKSON – 55, Gordon Military – 47

Jackson – 35, HENRY COUNTY - 43

JACKSON – 45, Stockbridge - 29

JACKSON – 48, Monticello - 44

JACKSON – 43, Monticello - 41

JACKSON – 41, Fayette County – 31

Jackson – 37, MILNER - 55

JACKSON – 56, Stockbridge – 42

Jackson – 31, SOCIAL CIRCLE - 50

JACKSON – 40, Gordon Military - 37

Jackson – 28, PIKE COUNTY – 49

Jackson – 39, MARY PERSONS – 47

Jackson – 50, MARY PERSONS – 62

Jackson 33, HENRY COUNTY - 51

Jackson – 41, SOCIAL CIRCLE - 47

Jackson – 29, MILNER - 49

Jackson – 45, GORDON MILITARY – 48

JACKSON RED DEVILS BASKETBALL 1967

JACKSON – 68, Fayette County – 42

Jackson – 32, PIKE COUNTY – 66

JACKSON – 55, Manchester – 48

JACKSON – 57, Gordon Military - 45

Jackson – 51, HENRY COUNTY – 53

JACKSON – 65, Stockbridge – 45

JACKSON – 43, Monticello - 35

JACKSON – 44, Monticello – 40

JACKSON – 57, Fayette County - 52

JACKSON – 39, Milner – 37

JACKSON – 54, Stockbridge - 52

Jackson – 42, SOCIAL CIRCLE – 43

Jackson – 24, GORDON MILITARY – 27

Jackson – 43, PIKE COUNTY - 57

Jackson – 30, MARY PERSONS – 57

Jackson – 49, MARY PERSONS - 59

JACKSON – 47, Henry County – 46

JACKSON – 63, Social Circle – 59

Jackson – 49, MILNER - 76

Jackson – 45, TAYLOR COUNTY – 49


On March 2, 1966, the City of Jackson was awarded a 10-year contract to serve the new diagnostic prison with natural gas. It beat out Atlanta Gas Light Company for the contract. Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. estimated revenue from the contract could reach $40,000 per year.


Starting in mid-March 1967, traffic was channeled from I-75, which was still under construction in places, to Highway 23 through Jackson. By one count, 1,000 vehicles passed within 40 minutes heading north from Forsyth to McDonough where the interstate begins again. Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. reported between 10 and 15 calls per day complaining about the increase in traffic through town, and called the state asking for solutions. Jackson police spent most of their weekends directing traffic at major intersections.


The city purchased a new 22-cubic-foot, $9,700 garbage truck in early April 1967. Willis McElhaney, superintendent of the Sanitation Department, said it was the city’s aim to collect residential garbage twice a week, and business garbage three times a week.


The Henderson High School Band was given superior ratings at the District III Band Festival in LaGrange on April 14, 1967. Andrew Buggs, Jr directed the band.


Albert Smith, a student at Jackson High School, set a new State Class B record in the pole vault during a meet on May 2, 1967. His effort, which bested the old record by three inches, was 12’6”.


Eighty-one senior received diplomas from Jackson High School on June 5, 1967. The Valedictorian was Jennifer Coleman, and the Salutatorian was Leon Cook. Henderson High School graduated 54 seniors during ceremonies on May 31. Willie Watson was named Valedictorian, and Van Johnson as Salutatorian.


By the middle of June 1967, the city had replaced all its incandescent street and alley lights with modern Mercury Vapor fixtures that turn themselves off and on when the sun comes up and goes down. At the time, Jackson had 375 lights up, and more to be posted. J. H. Rooks, superintendent of the Electric Department, said Jackson is the first city its size to have such lighting throughout the city.


The city’s first electric street lighting was carbon arc type fed from the city’s steam generating plant, located where the filter plant was located in the 1960s. On moonlit nights, the lights were turned off to save electricity. In 1912, when the city received current from the Central Georgia Hyrdo Electric Company, it installed incandescent lights to which current was left on through the day.


On June 11, 1967, Sam Slaton, age 34, shot and killed George Wyche, 29, both of Jackson. The shooting occurred in front of the Three Minute Grill shortly after 11 p.m. Wyche was a former employee of the Jackson Sanitation Department and Slaton was still employed by the department. According to witnesses, Slaton walked up to within 10 feet of Wyche and shot him four times with a 38-caliber revolver, and then fled the scene. He turned himself in to police several hours later.


On June 15, 1967, all 219 employees of the Indian Springs Avondale Mill plant received checks for their portion of over $35,000 in vacation. It was the highest amount of vacation pay ever paid by the mill, which closed from Jun 17 until June 26, as it did every year.


On July 28, 1967, the Van Deventer Little League All-Star team won the District 4 championship trophy by defeating the team from Griffin by a score of 10-6. Members of the Van Deventer team were: Harry Reeves, Larry Biles, Russ Crumbley, Darrell Kitchens, Don McKibben, Auze Dover, Dennis King, Andy Crumbley, Jerry Greer, Al Gilbert, Johnny Edwards, Ted McMichael, Jeff English, Terry Moore, and coaches Luke Weaver and Joe Brown.


Two tennis courts opened for play in August 1967 at the Van Deventer Youth Center. The courts were open to members from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. everyday, according to Mack Davis, director of the Van Deventer Foundation.


Two prisoners in the City Jail suffocated to death in a smoldering fire on August 28, 1967 that state fire safety commissioner said was started by one of the inmates. Killed in the smoke-filled jail were Billy Williams, a 24-year-old Jackson Negro, and James W. Tingle, a 29-year-old Jackson White. Tingle had been arrested for drunkenness and reportedly told police he had nothing to live for. Officials believe he may have set fire to a mattress stored in the corner of his cell. Fire Chief W. L. Cotton” Vaughn was hospitalized overnight for smoke inhalation suffered while fighting the blaze.


Three incumbent councilmen, Dawson Bryant, John L. Coleman and John Robert Pulliam, were re-nominated without opposition in the city primary on October 13, 1967. One hundred voters, or one out of 11 registered voters, turned out for the election. Only 54 voters turned out for the general election in November.


During a homecoming pep rally at Henderson High School on November 3, 1967, a 38 caliber shell exploded in the bonfire and lodged in the eye of 17-year-old senior John Alton McClendon. His eye was removed later at the Atlanta Eye Clinic.


On November 4, 1967 several residents near Jackson reported seeing an unidentified flying object in the sky. Senoia Price described the object as appearing like the bottom of a mercury vapor light and being gray in color. It hovered in position despite brisk winds at what Price estimated was an altitude of 12,000 feet, since a commercial jet passed under it at about 7,000 feet. After watching it for several minutes, the object departed “so fast my eyes could hardly see it,” said Price.

JACKSON RED DEVILS FOOTBALL 1967

Jackson – 0, Fayette County – 0

Jackson – 6, MONTICELLO – 13

JACKSON – 6, Henry County – 0

Jackson – 12, WEST POINT - 44

Jackson – 7, HOGANSVILLE - 30

Jackson – 0, GORDON MILITARY - 37

Jackson – 19, MARY PERSONS - 48

Jackson – 0, MANCHESTER - 40

Jackson – 0, PACELLI - 14

JACKSON – 33, Harris County - 13

HENDERSON TIGER FOOTBALL 1967

Henderson – 6, FAIRMONT – 18

HENDERSON – 13, Booker - 0

HENDERSON – 51, Thomaston – 0

HENDERSON – 14, Montezuma - 12

HENDERSON – 18, Forsyth – 0

HENDERSON – 19, Forest Park – 0

Henderson – 6, Gainesville - 6

Henderson – 19, Westside – 19


The team won the sub-region championship for the first time in the school’s history.


In late November 1967, Mr. and Mrs. John W. Hobbs of Benton Street received notice that their son, Master Sergeant John A. Hobbs, was slightly wounded in Vietnam on Thanksgiving Day as a result of hostile action. He was in a helicopter struck by enemy fire and suffered a broken shoulder and lacerations when it crashed. He had been in Vietnam for one year, and in the Army since 1948.


What could have been the most destructive fire in the county’s history was averted on December 6, 1967 when a raging blaze destroyed three cottages at the Indian Springs Holiness Campground and seriously threatened other homes there. Quick action by the Jackson Volunteer Fire Department coupled with the fact that the camp’s water system was installed earlier in the year prevented the blaze from spreading further. The fire was started, according to Jackson Fire Chief W. L. “Cotton” Vaughn, by a resident’s careless burning of trash.

