1968


Butts County Schools were closed on January 11 and 12, 1968 due to illness, which resulted in high absenteeism already, and cold weather and icy conditions in recent days.


The Winter weather continued, resulting in numerous traffic accidents, and one fatality when David Gilbert of Flovilla skidded off icy pavement on Highway 23 south of Jackson and crashed. On Friday night, January 12, all roads were closed in the county. By January 14, most roads were again open for safe travel.


On February 13, 1968, Julian Wells, son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Wells of Jenkinsburg, was chosen as STAR Student for Jackson High School by the Butts County Jaycees. He named Mrs. Roy Prosser as his STAR Teacher, a mathematics teacher who also was named STAR Teacher in 1967.

JACKSON LADY DEVILS BASKETBALL 1968

JACKSON – 57, Gordon –28

JACKSON – 27, Henry County - 24

Jackson – 5, MANCHESTER – 53

Jackson – 34, MONTICELLO – 42

Jackson – 26, PUTNAM COUNTY - 36

Jackson – 38, SOCIAL CIRCLE - 43

Jackson – 46, MILNER - 59

JACKSON – 64, Gordon - 47

Jackson – 28, PUTNAM COUNTY – 53

Jackson – 37, PIKE COUNTY - 49

JACKSON – 53, Stockbridge - 49

Jackson – 43, MARY PERSONS - 54

Jackson – 41, STOCKBRIDGE - 46

Jackson – 32, MONTICELLO - 44

Jackson – 34, HENRY COUNTY – 41

Jackson – 40, MARY PERSONS – 56

JACKSON – 57, Manchester - 43

Jackson – 40, SOCIAL CIRCLE – 45

Jackson – 27, PIKE COUNTY - 43

JACKSON RED DEVILS BASKETBALL 1968

Jackson – 41, GORDON – 55

JACKSON – 57, Henry County – 52

JACKSON – 55, Manchester - 46

JACKSON – 46, Putnam County – 45

JACKSON – 58, Social Circle - 50

JACKSON – 82, Monticello – 63

Jackson – 50, MILNER – 66

Jackson – 46, GORDON - 52

Jackson – 55, PUTNAM COUNTY - 64

Jackson – 48, PIKE COUNTY – 73

Jackson – 78, STOCKBRIDGE – 89

Jackson – 56, MARY PERSONS - 70

JACKSON – 79, Stockbridge – 63

Jackson – 44, MONTICELLO – 59

Jackson – 55, HENRY COUNTY - 71

Jackson – 53, HENRY COUNTY - 56

JACKSON – 91, Manchester – 61

Jackson – 46, SOCIAL CIRCLE - 59

Jackson – 66, PIKE COUNTY – 97


The wife and children of James Wallace Tingle, who died in a fire at the Jackson City Jail on August 28, 1967, filed four lawsuits against the Jackson City Council and the Jackson Police Department. The total sought in the four suits was $400,000.


Elizabeth Foster, a second grade teacher at Henderson Elementary School, was elected Teacher of the Year for 1967-1968 from Region II. A native of Butts County, she began teaching in 1956. She was honored for her achievements at a March 13, 1968 banquet.


In April 1968, work had begun on revamping the city’s electric system that increased primary voltage from 2,400 to 4,100 volts. J. H. Rooks, superintendent of the Jackson Electric Department, said the project would cost $32,000 (which was paid with cash on hand) and take 30 days to complete.


A fire on May 22, 1968 damaged a storage room at Henderson Elementary School. Volunteer firefighters fought the stubborn flames for an hour. Principal Joseph Ash reported that most of the contents of the room – books, ice cream box, milk box and other material – were destroyed.


A second fire broke out five days later on May 27 that damaged the agriculture classroom, another storage room, and damaged hallways with thick black smoke. School Superintendent Lee Roy O’Neal said old band uniforms and a mattress were destroyed. Investigators from the state fire marshal’s office were in town to investigate both fires, the origins of which were undetermined.


On May 28, 1968, word was received that Sgt. Phillip Gerald Turner of Route 3, Jackson was killed in action in Vietnam on May 24. His body was returned to Jackson for burial. Turner had worked at American Mills before entering the service in September 1967.


Julian Wells was named Valedictorian of the Class of 1968 at Jackson High School, and Ann Cawthon received the Salutatorian honor. On June 3, 1968, the school graduated 74 seniors.


On June 4, 1968, Henderson High School graduated 67 seniors. Patricia Benton was named Valedictorian of the class, and Mamie Crawford as Salutatorian.


On June 12, 1968, one of the largest and most spectacular fires in years struck the large brick and wood warehouse on Lyons Street that formerly housed the Nutt & Bond gin. The building, one of the largest in the city, was being used by Fashion Pillows as a storage facility. It took the Jackson Volunteer Fire Department several hours to bring the blaze under control.


A referendum on the question of whether the City of Jackson will or will not legalize beer sales was held on July 9, 1968. An overflow crowd attended the June meeting of the City Council when the referendum was placed on the ballot. Following two weeks of intense debate, the referendum passed by a vote of 578 to 315. It was believed to be the highest turn out ever for a vote in the city.


In early July 1968, Avondale Mills announced that its Indian Springs plant in Jackson would begin manufacturing carpet yarn as soon as machinery was available. The expense of converting the plant was estimated at $2.5 million. “We fell that this move will result in a much more stable and profitable operation and will prove in the best interest of all concerned,” said J. Craig Smith, president and treasurer of the company.


A planned power outage was staged in Jackson on July 14, 1968 as the city modernized its electric system at a cost of just over $30,000. J. H. Rooks, superintendent of the Light Department, said the outage would begin at 8 a.m. and likely continue throughout the day as the system was transferred to new lines. Growth in the city had necessitated the switch from 2,400 volts to 4,160 volts, which increased the carrying capacity of the electric lines by 45 percent.


On July 22, 1968, the first contingent of prisoners – 12 of them – arrived at the new Georgia Diagnostic & Classification Prison, according to Warden Walter Matthews.


A five-and-three-quarters-pound canon ball, believed to be a relic of the Civil War, was uncovered on in August 1968 when B. F. Pelt was working in his father-in-law’s yard on South Harkness Street.


In August 1968, the school auditorium that stood behind Jackson Elementary and High schools on East College Street, was demolished.


On September 4, 1968, the city held a Clean-Up Day in conjunction with county officials and the City of Flovilla. Lots were cleared, dilapidated houses reported, trash cans for litter distributed throughout the city, and some homes and businesses received fresh coats of paint.


The retirement of Dr. Jack Newman on September 14, 1968 left only one doctor, Jim Howell, to care for the county’s 10,000-plus residents.


Just over 3,540 voters cast ballots in the September 11, 1968 county primary. Winners included Bill Jones, a local school teacher, who ousted incumbent School Superintendent Lee Roy O’Neal by 2,250 votes to 1,277. John Sherrell was elected County Coroner. A run-off was scheduled to decide the race for Butts County Sheriff between incumbent J. D. (Bud) Pope and former deputy sheriff Curtis Kelley, which Pope won 1,705 to 1,261.


Eighty-five voters cast ballots in the city primary on October 11, 1968 and re-elected all incumbents: C. B. Brown, Jr. as mayor, and Milton Daniel and W. O. Ball as councilmen.


In October, the city was in the midst of the most massive clean-up operation in its history as it prepared for a visit from seven out-of-state judges on October 19, 1968. The judges and the clean up were part of the Stay and See Georgia Contest, of which Jackson was a semifinalist in. Jackson was vying against Toccoa in the Class I (Newcomers) Division.


On October 28, 1968, it was announced that Jackson won the contest. Henry L. Asbury, chairman of the Georgia Chamber of Commerce, said there were 144 entrants in the Class I contest. “It is my hope that Butts County will be the show place of Georgia and though the county may be small in area, we have much to offer not only to our own people but to the thousands of people who annually pass through Butts County,” said Asbury.


The Butts County effort included setting up a welcome center manned with local volunteers and the initiation of a once-a-week “tourist arrest.” New signs advertising High Falls, Indian Springs State Park and Jackson Lake and the cooperation of local media were determining factors in the win.


The earliest snowstorm to hit Georgia in 55 years blanketed much of Jackson on November 11, 1968.

JACKSON RED DEVIL FOOTBALL 1968

Jackson – 7, PACELLI – 13

Jackson – 7, FAYETTE COUNTY - 14

Jackson – 6, WEST POINT - 13

Jackson – 13, STOCKBRIDGE – 14

JACKSON – 6, Henry County – 4

JACKSON – 13, Monticello – 7

JACKSON – 12, Gordon – 7

Jackson – 13, MANCHESTER – 33

Jackson – 12, HOGANSVILLE – 14

Jackson – 6, MARY PERSONS - 34


The link on I-75 between Forsyth and McDonough was officially opened on November 18, 1968. Local officials predicted the opening of the route would mean a drop of 3,500 cars a day through Jackson. At peak holiday times and during the summer, traffic was frequently backed up from the traffic lights downtown all the way to the Avondale Mills plant.


On December 11, 1968, the city purchased a new fire truck and equipment for it at a price of $20,911.59. It was paid for in cash. The truck is a Pirsch 750 GPM Triple Combination Pumping Engine, and was assembled in Kenosha, Wisconsin. The truck was delivered to the city in early 1969.


As the 1968 Christmas shopping season hit full stride, city officials asked merchants and their employees to use the city’s parking lot on North Mulberry Street in order to free up spaces for customers.


A letter received by the Butts County Board of Education on December 17, 1968 from the Department of Health, Education and Welfare stated that the board’s plan for eliminating dual schools for Blacks and Whites was not complete enough to be acceptable.


Lee Roy O’Neal, outgoing school superintendent, had submitted that plans for desegregating the schools at the secondary level were complete, but plans for desegregating the elementary schools would not be available until the new school superintendent, Bill Jones, took office in January 1969.


As a result of HEW’s finding, the Butts County case was forwarded to the federal HEW office in Washington, D.C. for enforcement.


Burglars pried their way into Hodges Hardware on December 20, 1968 and made off with 10 television sets, six guns, five rifles and a shotgun.

