1969


In January 1969, a lawsuit was filed by the Butts County Board of Education and two county citizens alleging that newly elected school superintendent Bill Jones, 26, did not meet the qualifications needed to serve in that office. The suit alleged Jones did not have three years of teaching experience or a five-year degree from an accredited college as required by law.


On February 6, 1969, Judge Hugh D. Sosebee ruled that Jones could keep his job as school superintendent because the state laws were too vague.


Advertisements were running in the Jackson Progress-Argus for those interested in starting a private Christian school for Jackson. Advantages of such a school were listed as: a faculty whose first allegiance is to Jesus Christ, limited enrollment (20-25 per class), Bible study, regular chapel, and no racial integration.


Following a public meeting about the school project, and a board of directors formed that included David McClendon, Kenneth Thurston, Dawson Bryant, Pete Cook, John Sherrell, Ralph Cook, Walter Barnes, Vess Lunsford and Preston Bridges.


In January 1969, Dr. F. M. Holston returned to practice in Jackson after several years in Louisiana, and in February 1969 Dr. Gerald Ross opened a general practice in town.

JACKSON LADY DEVILS BASKETBALL 1969

JACKSON – 48, Henry County – 32

Jackson – 47, MARY PERSONS – 49

JACKSON – 47, Monticello – 43

JACKSON – 43, Newton County – 34

JACKSON – 52, Gordon - 22

Jackson – 38, MILNER – 41

JACKSON – 42, Mary Persons - 41

Jackson – 29, STOCKBRIDGE - 33

Jackson – 33, MILNER – 45

JACKSON RED DEVILS BASKETBALL 1969

JACKSON – 74, Henry County – 62

JACKSON – 53, Mary Persons – 48

JACKSON – 70, Jasper County - 35

JACKSON – 77, Gordon – 34

JACKSON – 64, Milner - 53

Jackson – 54, PACELLI – 62

JACKSON – 55, Mary Persons - 53

JACKSON – 66, Stockbridge - 58

JACKSON – 82, Milner – 77

JACKSON – 68, Manchester – 53

JACKSON – 68, Hogansville - 61

JACKSON – 50, Harris County – 48

To win the sub-region title on a last second shot by Lee Fambro.

JACKSON – 63, Maine (Rome) – 50

Jackson – 62, HARRIS COUNTY - 67


On February 17, 1964, the Jackson-Butts County Planning Commission denied a request of James O’Neal, Jr. to rezone from industrial to neighborhood commercial the strip of land on the north side of East Third Street between Benton Street and the Tastee Freez. Six of the eight property owners impacted by the application were opposed to it.


Ken Barnes was named STAR Student of Jackson High School by the Buts County Jaycees on February 18, 1969. Barnes named Mrs. Roy Prosser as his STAR Teacher.


Mathematics teacher Miss Ruby Solomon was named Teacher of the Year at Henderson High School on February 24, 1969.


John Dozier (Bud) Pope, sheriff of Butts County for 21 years, died on the morning of February 28, 1969 after a lengthy illness. He was the son of Walter D. Pope, who also served at Butts County Sheriff for many years. In tribute to the sheriff, county offices and businesses were closed for the funeral.


During the month of March, four Negro children – ages three months to three years – were found dead in their beds. No foul play was suspected.


A special election for a new sheriff was called for April 3, 1969, and six candidates qualified for it. They included: Billy Leverette, Barney Wilder, Hugh C. Polk, Russell Crumbley, William J. (Billy) Greer, and John T. Parks, a Negro and veteran of Vietnam who became the first person of his race to seek the Butts County Sheriff’s office.


In the election, Wilder and Polk got enough votes to move on to a run-off scheduled for April 17, 1969.


Hugh C. Polk won that run-off by 1,374 votes to 1,225 votes, and was sworn into office on April 24, 1969.


On April 17 and 18, 1969, Jackson and Butts County were deluged with four inches of rain. No damage was reported.


As of May 1, 1969, Jackson National Bank changed its name to The Citizens and Southern Bank.


Statistics released by the Georgia Department of Veterans Service in May 1969 showed the three Butts County men had been killed in the war in Vietnam since 1961.


By a vote of 566 to 422, in a May 22, 1969 referendum, county voters decided to keep the long-standing method of selected members of the Board of Education and the School Superintendent. BOE members were appointed by the Grand Jury, and Superintendents elected by voters.


In May 1969, Jackson High School Principal Donald Sams announced that Pam Cawthon was Valedictorian of the Class of 1969, and Ken Barnes was Salutatorian. And on June 2, 1969, the largest senior class ever at JHS – 96 students – received diplomas during graduation exercises. Two weeks later, M. C. Paget was named as the new principal of JHS.

At Henderson High School, 66 seniors graduated on June 5, 1969. Darnel Stodghill was named Valedictorian, and Juanita Barron was named Salutatorian.


For 10 or 12 hours on August 3, 1969, the city was without water thanks to pranksters who opened a fire hydrant in the southwestern part of the city and drained all 375,000 gallons from both water tanks in Jackson. The city offered a $100 reward for information leading to the arrest and conviction of the perpetrators.


Early in August 1969, Southern Bell announced it would build a 7,500-square-foot $1,114,000 central office on East College Street.


Schools opened on August 27, 1969 with a record enrollment of 2,780 students.


In a city primary on October 10, 1969, two incumbents were returned to the city council: John L. Coleman in the Fourth Ward and John Robert Pulliam in the Fifth Ward. Harold E. Martin defeated incumbent J. Dawson Bryant in the contest for the First Ward seat. They were elected for two-year terms.


On Saturday, October 18, 1969, the Van Deventer Youth Center on College Street closed its doors for the last time. It was no longer utilized by a significant number of young people to justify the expense of keeping the center open. For several years, the center had become less and less of a place to hang out for teenage boys and girls.


On October 25, 1969, the city held an open house for the public to inspect a new police and fire building. The new building adjoined the city courtroom and cells added to the jail several years earlier, and contained a High Band radio allowing the police to contact other area police departments, chief of police and fire chief offices, and fire headquarters in case firemen needed to stand by all day or night in extreme weather conditions.


In October 1969 came the announcement that Jackson and Butts County had once again been named semi-finalists in the Stay & See Georgia contest. A gala luncheon was held for out of town judges on October 22, 1969. The city was up against Toccoa – again – this time in the Class II (one year participants) category.


On October 30, 1969 came the announcement that Jackson had once again been named winner of the Stay & See Georgia contest. The local effort was led by the Butts County Chamber of Commerce with Robert L. Williams as chairman.


Judges were “very impressed with the way Jackson had succeeded in keeping young, active men in the community and the cooperation they inspired on the part of students and small children. This was truly a case of total community involvement.”


“Wining the Stay and See Georgia Program for the second consecutive year is a great accomplishment for the people of Butts County,” said Williams. “It truly indicates that regardless of the odds, Butts County ad its citizens are destined for greatness.”

HENDERSON TIGER FOOTBALL 1969

Henderson – 0, Fairmont – 0

Henderson – 6, LAGRANGE - 8

HENDERSON – 20, Thomaston - 0

HENDERSON – 24, Monticello - 14

HENDERSON – 14, Jeffersonville - 6

HENDERSON – 22, Forsyth - 0

Henderson – 12, Booker - 12

HENDERSON – 13, Westside - 6

JACKSON RED DEVILS FOOTBALL 1969

JACKSON – 22, Pacelli – 0

JACKSON – 30, Fayette County – 6

JACKSON – 20, West Point - 14

JACKSON – 30, Stockbridge – 14

Jackson – 12, MCDONOUGH – 33

JACKSON – 24, Monticello - 12

Jackson – 6, GORDON - 26

Jackson – 14, MANCHESTER - 50

Jackson – 0, HOGANSVILLE - 26

Jackson – 6, MARY PERSONS – 33


Also in the Fall of 1969, the eighth grade Jackson Junior High School Red Devils football team completed its second undefeated season in a row. The team was coached by Jimmy Hardy and Bub Ridgway.


Hampton L. Daughtry, Jr., prominent Atlanta businessman and founder of the Van Deventer Memorial Scout Foundation, was named as the Jackson Kiwanis Club’s first ever Man of the Year on December 9, 1969. The foundation operated youth programs for over 900 children of both races in Butts County.


By the end of 1969, the Butts County Board of Commissioners had completed a $17,000 renovation to the county courthouse. The most notable improvement was the improvement of the basement into 2,700 square feet of office space complete with two new restrooms.

