1970


Winter weather flung its arsenal of misery – zero-degree cold, rain, ice, freezing rain, snow and sleet – at Butts County from January 5 to 12, 1970. Schools were closed for a day mainly due to low gas pressure, which was suffered by many other Georgia communities due to high demand. Some churches cancelled services due to hazardous driving conditions, but no major accidents were reported.


At a meeting held on January 26, 1969 at the group camp at Indian Springs State Park, plans were furthered and a board of trustees elected for a new private school in Butts County. The name chosen for the school was Indian Springs Academy. The meeting was presided over by Harold Martin, local businessman and recently elected member of the Jackson City Council. 

Tuition was set at $360 per year, and the school planned to offer classes for grades kindergarten through eighth. Plans were to purchase and renovate the old Indian Springs Consolidated School on Highway 42 and 87.


For the third time in recent years, the Nathaniel McClendon house off Oak Street caught fire. But on January 30, 1970, the fire department could not save it. The fire that gutted the home was believed to have started with a kerosene lamp. No one was home when the fire broke out.


In January 1970, the Butts County Board of Education receive notice from the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools that both Jackson High School and Henderson High School had lost their accreditation because the school superintendent, William Jones, did not hold a master’s degree from an approved institution. This violation, the board was informed, resulted in the automatic loss of accreditation.

HENDERSON TIGER BASKETBALL 1970

Henderson – 59, WOODBURY - 64

HENDERSON – 64, Greenville - 55

HENDERSON – 59, Thomaston – 54

Henderson – 54, MONTICELLO – 56 (their seventh defeat)

HENDERSON – 64, Roberta – 58

HENDERSON – 57, Woodbury - 56

Henderson, BARNESVILLE

Henderson – 61, MANCHESTER - 78

HENDERSON – 72, Greenville - 67

Henderson – 57, BARNESVILLE - 65

HENDERSON LADY TIGER BASKETBALL 1970

HENDERSON – 47, Woodbury - 40

Henderson – 43, THOMASTON - 44

HENDERSON – 60, Greenville – 18

HENDERSON – 54, Monticello - 38

HENDERSON – 41, Roberta – 34

HENDERSON – 46, Woodbury – 36

HENDERSON 37, Barnesville- 26

HENDERSON – 66, Manchester – 64

HENDERSON – 52, Greenville – 14

Henderson – 50, THOMASTON - 60


Arson was strongly suspected in a fire that destroyed the old Indian Springs Consolidated School on February 15, 1970. The site was supposed to house the newly formed Indian Springs Academy private school.


During his annual State of the City address to the Kiwanis Club on February 17, 1970, Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. stated that the city payroll in 1969 amounted to $201,046, and that income was $642,012. Income from the sale of beer alone was $26,145.


Income from the gas department in 1966 was $106,000, he said, and by 1969 amounted to $248,790. The gas department had 1,009 customers, and the electric department had 1,182. 


Building permits in he city in 1969 amounted to $538,744, and the city’s tax digest had increased from $2,498,517 in 1965 to $4,088,325 in 1969, yet the city’s millage rate had decreased from 17 to 15.5.


In 1969, the city purchased a new fire truck, a sanitary truck, a tractor, water/gas line truck, constructed a new police and fire building and paid all costs in cash. The building was dedicated to former mayor W. M. Redman. The police now had an operator on duty 24 hours a day, with the ability to break into phone lines that were busy.


At the end of February 1970, the Butts County Board of Education filed its plan for desegregation as ordered by United States District Court. 

“The Butts County Board of Education has no alternative but to implement the order of the court,” read the letter provided to the Jackson Progress-Argus by the Board. “This plan calls for the housing of all students in grades 1-3 in the present Jackson Elementary School, all students in grades 4-6 in the present Henderson Elementary School, grades 7-8 in the present Henderson High School, and all high schools students, grades 9-12, in the present Jackson High School facility. As far as possible the schools will be staffed by the existing faculties.


“These changes are being made to maintain and improve the quality of education in Butts County. The cooperation of all parents and citizens of Butts County is needed in the interest of the young people of our county.”

JACKSON RED DEVILS BASKETBALL 1970

Jackson – 84, ROCKDALE COUTY - 89

JACKSON – 72, Loganville - 33

JACKSON – 73, Mary Persons - 36

JACKSON – 77, Gordon - 47

JACKSON – 79, Monticello - 38

JACKSON – 93, Manchester - 56

Jackson – 53, PIKE COUNTY - 79

JACKSON, Stockbridge

JACKSON – 93, Loganville - 57

Jackson – 61, ROCKDALE COUNTY - 68

Jackson – 72, PIKE COUNTY - 78

JACKSON – 87, Henry County – 68

JACKSON – 78, Gordon - 70

JACKSON – 85, Stockbridge – 76

Jackson – 51, NEWTON COUNTY - 74

Jackson – 62, MANCHESTER - 65


On March 1, 1970, flames engulfed a five room dwelling in Pepperton. The fire department responded to the call on a street known as “Honey Hole,” but were unable to stop the blaze before it destroyed the home. No one was injured.


Pamela Kay Anderson was named STAR Student of the Butts County School System at the annual Jaycees honor night. She named Paul Stockhammer as her STAR Teacher.

JACKSON LADY DEVILS BASKETBALL 1970

Jackson – 38, ROCKDALE COUNTY - 41

JACKSON – 42, Loganville - 31

JACKSON – 61, Mary Persons - 39

JACKSON – 63, Gordon - 26

JACKSON – 65, Monticello - 30

JACKSON – 46, Manchester 40

Jackson – 33, PIKE COUNTY - 45

Jackson – 26, STOCKBRIDGE - 50

JACKSON – 53, Loganville - 35

JACKSON – 44, Rockdale County - 35

Jackson – 42, PIKE COUNTY – 55

JACKSON – 31, Henry County - 28

JACKSON – 51, Gordon - 22

Jackson – 39, STOCKBRIDGE – 50

Jackson – 36, NEWTON COUNTY - 39

JACKSON – 60, Manchester - 39

JACKSON – 67, Gordon – 39

JACKSON – 63, Mary Persons – 51

JACKSON – 48, West Point – 33

JACKSON – 50, Harris County - 48

Jackson – 44, WEST POINT – 55

Jackson – 38, HARRIS COUNTY – 45

Ended season with a 14-12 record.


On March 20 and 21, 1970, Henderson High School’s chorus and band, each directed by Andrew Buggs, Jr., were awarded superior ratings at the annual Chorus Festival in Barnesville and Band Festival in West Point.


Work began in April 1970 on a park at the old site of the Pepperton Baseball Field was converted into the James H. Wallace Memorial Park The land was donated by the Avondale Mills Indian Springs Plant. When completed, the park had a men’s softball field, a Ty Cobb baseball field, a Little League baseball field, and a Hampton Daughtry and Pee Wee football field. The property was developed by the Jackson Men’s Softball League, the Van Deventer Foundation, and the Van Deventer Little League. It cost was estimated at $20,000.


In early May 1970, the Jackson High School baseball team finished its regular season as sub-region champions with a 6-1 record in the region, and a 7-6 record overall. Charlie Brown was said to “own right field. Charlie hasn’t been able to hit the ball well this year but does have the ability to get on base. He batted .311 in 1969, and .210 this season.”


The Henderson Tiger baseball team ended its season a week later with a 3-5 record.


An argument between two Negro brothers at Ronnie’s Pure Oil Station on May 24, 1970 led to three consecutive nights of racial disorder in Jackson. According to reports, Ronnie Howard, owner of the station, came to aid of one if his employees who was arguing with his brother. Howard struck the other brother in the head with a pipe.


In a short time, a crowd of between 50 and 75 Negro youths gathered and began throwing rocks at the station’s windows. The crowd soon swelled to 200, who roamed the city breaking windows of many business establishments.


The night of May 24, at least two fires were attempted in the business district, but were quickly extinguished. A barn in Jenkinsburg was also burned on the A. C. Freeman property.


Local officials asked for and received help from the Georgia State Patrol, which sent a riot squad to Jackson. The disturbance was quelled by midnight, with a few arrests made.


At noon on Monday, May 25, Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. and Butts County Sheriff Hugh Polk met with about 100 Negroes in the court room of the Butts County Courthouse to discuss actions taken the previous night and listen to grievances from the Black community. After an hour, leaders of the Negro group proposed a committee to meet with city officials and Mayor Brown agreed to meet that committee anytime.


That night about 40 Negroes marched through the city, smashing more windows. They were confronted by the riot squad. Many were arrested and charged by the state with rioting and by the city for disorderly conduct.


On Tuesday night, May 26, a fire was discovered in the Redman warehouse at the intersection of Covington and First streets. The flames were extinguished, and arson was suspected.


On Wednesday, May 27, Mayor Brown said, “everything humanly possible that could be done has been done and I feel optimistic the worst is over.” It was also reported members of the Justice Department and the Federal Bureau of Investigation were on hand to report on the disorders.


In his column, It’s This Way, after the disturbances JPA publisher Doyle Jones, Jr. reminded readers that Jackson was one of the first towns of its size to employ Negro policemen, and actually had a Negro woman on its police payroll at the time. The county as a whole had a one of the heaviest Negro voter registrations in the state, and that the minority voted often and heavily. Butts County was one of the first counties to certify Negroes for jury and grand jury duty. A Negro served on the Butts County Board of Education at the time, and the Van Deventer Foundation provided funds for athletic programs for both races on an impartial basis.


Henderson High School graduated 58 seniors on May 31, 1970. Patricia C. Barlow was named Valedictorian and Ruby Nell Roberts named Salutatorian.


For Jackson High School’s commencement ceremony on June 1, 1970, Antoinette Brownlee was named Valedictorian of the Class of 1970, and Cynthia Gail Cochran named Salutatorian.


Preliminary Census figures released in June 1970 showed that Butts County had gained 1,328 residents since 1960, an increase from 8,976 to 10,304. 


On June 1, 1970, the mayor and city council took up a list of grievances presented to them by a Grievance Committee, made up of appointed representatives of the local Black community.


They were asked to “drop all charges on blacks arrested during the disturbance,” but replied that they did not have the authority to drop charges.


They were asked to investigate “those reported beatings,” but replied that they had not received any reports of beatings by city policemen during the disturbances or other times.


They were asked to hired black men and women working in City Hall as clerks and secretaries. “The policy of the present administration is and has been that as openings occur applications will be considered n the basis of experience, ability and aptitude without regard to race,” wrote the council. At the present time no openings exist at City Hall. The city presently has 51 employees, of which 28 are white and 23 are black.”


They were asked to hire a full-time black policeman, but responded that would happen “when an application is received from a qualified person and an opening occurs. This will result in the abolishment of part-time policemen.”


They were asked for better streets and sidewalks in the black community. The council responded that the city had no money to pave sidewalks in any part of town, and attached a list of streets to be paved or resurfaced “if state money is sufficient.”


They were asked for integrated police teams, and replied that such a program was already underway “to some degree.”


The Grievance Committee also asked for “another black man on the Board of Education,” “blacks on the county hospital authority,” and blacks working in the county courthouse as clerks and secretaries.” The Mayor and Council responded that these were matters they had no authority over.


They were also asked to check police brutality, but responded that they had received no reports of any beatings by city policemen at any time.


And finally, the committee asked for a black and white jury during the trial of Ronnie Howard, to which the city responded that it had no authority over.


On June 5 and 6, 1970, two days of peaceful picketing by predominantly young Negroes were followed by talks between city officials, local Negro leaders, and representatives of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.


A Jackson chapter of the SCLC had been chartered with Ronnie Bell, a local insurance agent, as president.


On June 20, 1970, the James H. Wallace Park was dedicated in Pepperton. Several hundred people attended and eight games were played.


On June 22, 1907, ground was broken on a new headquarters for the Central Georgia Electric Membership Corporation off Highway 36 South. The cost of the facility was estimated at $601,000. George C. Bell, president of the EMC, presided over the ceremony.


According to Electric Department Superintendent J. Howard Rooks, the electricity in Jackson was turned off from 1 to 1:45 p.m. on August 12, 1970 so the Georgia Power Company could replace the transformers at the city’s sub station with larger ones with higher capacity to take care of the continued increase in the growth of the electric system.


In August 1970, W. L. Miller resigned as principal of Henderson Junior High to take a job with the DeKalb County School System. He was also a former principal of Henderson High School, and had been with the Butts County School System since 1949.


By a three-to-one margin on August 18, 1970, voters rejected a referendum for $500,000 in bonds for the Butts County School System. The funds would have been used for school improvement. Only 1,377 of the county more than 5,000 voters cast ballots.


In September 1970, Butts County schools opened with 2,551 students enrolled. “The first day of school went as well as could be expected when one considers that 1,180 students were assigned to new campuses and surroundings with which they were unfamiliar,” said School Superintendent William B. Jones.


In the Fall of 1970, the City of Jackson raised its gas rates for the first time since 1963. The increase was due, according to Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr., to an accompanying increase in price from its gas supplier, Southern Natural Gas Company. The increase, said the mayor, amounted to a 29.89% increase in cost to the city.


During a talk with members of the Butts County Lions Club on September 8, 1970, W. L. (Cotton) Vaughn of the Jackson Police Department and also Chief of the Jackson Fire Department described the system used to notifying volunteers of a fire in the city. He said if a member of the department or a member of his family is talking on the phone when a call goes out from the fire department, that person hears a series of beeps that notifies them to hang up the phone. When they pick it back up, the fire department is on the line. If no one is on the phone, the phone will ring continuously until someone picks it up or the fire department stops the call.


The department was made up entirely of volunteers, who attend training on their own time. There were three fire trucks in the department, the newest was a 1969 model with a pumper equipped to pump 750 gallons per minute. A second pumper could pump 500 gallons per minute. There was also a third truck with a 1,200 gallon capacity, which fought fires until the other trucks arrived on scene.


In September, a state court ruled in favor of the Butts County Board of Education over the Board of Education. The court ruled that the BOE can set its own millage rate for the operation and maintenance of the county schools, and that the BOC could not refuse to put the BOE’s tax levy in effect. A provision in the state’s Constitution mandates that the BOE’s tax levy may not exceed 20 mills.


Due to a lack of rainfall, the mayor and city council enacted a watering restriction at the end of September 1970. Residents were prohibited from watering lawns, shrubbery, and flowers, and from washing their cars.


In the city primary of October 2, 1970, the most voters ever polled in a primary came out and all the incumbents won. Winners included: C. B. Brown, Jr. for mayor with 672 votes to Harold Martin’s 432 votes; and C. M. Daniel and W. O . Ball for the city council.


Work was to begin in October 1970 on 52 low rent housing units in Jackson. According to Levi J. Ball, chairman of the City of Jackson Housing Authority, the low bid of $722,000 came from Lake McDonald of Vidalia. The new units were to extend from the existing housing project on Oakland Circle.


On October 24, 1970, Ernest Lee Sims of Buchanan Street was killed in a hail of bullets fired from an automatic pistol. Charged with the murder was Walter Gay, formerly of Jackson who was also formerly married to Sims’s wife.  A jury found him guilty and sentenced him to life in prison.


On October 29, 1970, Adolphus Solomon of Cherry Street was killed by a single gunshot after an argument over one dollar during a pool game. Charlie Frank White of Elm Street was charged with the murder. The incident occurred at the Three Minute Grill at the intersection of Cemetery and Barlow streets. White was found guilty and sentenced to life in prison.


In November 1970, the Butts County Board of Education adopted regulations concerning student dress and appearance in school. Males were not allowed to have beards, moustaches could not extend beyond the corners of the mouth, and sideburns could not be below the earlobe. For females, jeans and dungarees were not allowed, only pants loose enough so as not to see anybody crevices were allowed, pants with torn legs were not permitted, no shorts or pedal pushers were allowed, and form fitting sweaters were also banned.


On November 13, 1970, Atlanta Mayor Sam Massell announced that a site in Henry County had been chosen by the Board of Atlanta Aldermen. It was noted that the site would extend the airport into Butts County in four places.
JACKSON RED DEVILS FOOTBALL 1970

JACKSON - 19, Harris County – 0

JACKSON – 42, Fayette County – 29

Jackson – 0, WOODWARD – 6

Jackson – 0, EAST POINT – 29

Jackson – 13, BRIARWOOD – 38

JACKSON – 21, Henry County – 2

JACKSON – 26, Morgan County - 3

JACKSON – 22, Rockdale County – 0

JACKSON – 47, Lamar County – 8

Jackson - , RUSSELL HIGH


In December 1970 came news that both Henderson Junior High School and Jackson High School had been accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.


Park Newton, one of the community’s most outstanding citizens, was named the second Man of the Year by the Jackson Kiwanis Club on December 8, 1970. The 87-year-old Newton operated Newton Hardware for many years before his retirement.


As of December 27, 1970, it was necessary for citizens to dial all seven numbers of a phone number to make a call. This change from dialing just five numbers for a local call coincided with the cut-over of a new central office for Southern Bell in Jackson on College Street.


On December 28, 1970, a badly wounded young Floridian stumbled out of the woods in northern Butts County to seek help from anyone he could find, and two days later the body of his companion from Virginia was found. The two had been shot and stabbed off Woodward Road, and Donald Scott, 23 of Tampa, Florida, staggered nearly a mile to seek help wearing only his pants in 30-degree weather. His companion, 23-year-old George Bruce Gwynn of Manassas, Virginia, had been killed instantly by a bullet fired to the center of his head. There was additional evidence that he had been beaten and tortured.


According to Scott, he and Gwynn and two others were on their way from Virginia to Florida and stopped in Atlanta to visit the city’s hippie district. It was there that they met members of the Outlaw motorcycle gang, who are charged with kidnapping, robbery, torture and shooting of three of the visitors and the killing of the fourth. Scott and Gwynn’s two other companions escaped from the suspects on December 28 and called police. Henry County police soon arrested three 22-year-old Atlanta men and charged them with the crimes. 

