1971


During a joint meeting between the county commissioners and the mayor and city council on January 4, 1971, a deal was brokered to provide a sanitary landfill for all residents. The deal meant the city would pay the county $500 a month and the county would accept all city garbage brought to the county landfill. The county had 100 acres available for use as a landfill. As a result, the city raised its garbage fees from $1 to $2 for residences, and from $2 to $4 and $5 for businesses.


The arrangement came on the heels of new state regulations that prohibited the of burning of trash at the county dump, and the failure of the county to secure federal funds to establish a sanitary landfill.


As of 1970, according to Albert Harrell, Southern Bell manager in Jackson, there were 3,993 phones in the city.


On January 28, 1970, a cash box containing $1,300 in cash was stolen from Bill Maddox’s Service Station on West Third Street. 


During his annual “State of the City” speech to the Jackson Kiwanis Club, Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. said even though the city operates on a cash basis, fees for services were going up. In addition to garbage fees increasing, a sewer tax was soon to be imposed and water and electric rates would be raised as of July 1971.


Brown said the federal government had given the city two years to upgrade and enlarge the city’s sewer system due to unlawful discharges of untreated water into local streams. The electric system served 1,230 customers and the city boasts the lowest electric rates in the state. An increase in electric rates for citizens was necessitated by an increase in fees from Georgia Power, which the city purchases electricity from.


The water department served 1,140 customers, and the gas department served 1,061 customers.


The city payroll for 1970 was $255,000. In 1960, the total income for the city was $315,000, which increased to $861,000 in 1970. Over $36,000 in revenue was raised by the sell of beer.


Building permits in 1965 totaled $363,000, while in 1970 they were $1,443,227. In 1965, the city’s tax digest was $2.5 million, while in 1970 it was over $5 million. In 1960, the population of Jackson was 2,545, while in 1970 it was 3,774.


Mayor Brown also told Kiwanians that drugs had been found in the city, and that their use might become more widespread. In 1970, he said, the police department made 454 cases, of which 169 were for DUI and 135 were tried in city court.


On February 21, 1970, a family argument on Cherry Street ended in the death of Robert Junior Head, when his brother-in-law fired a shotgun at his wife. She dropped to the ground and the blast struck Head. Charged with the murder was Charles L. Respress, age 22.


On March 2, 1971, a Butts County jury found Joe Sorsby, 22, guilty of the murder of George Bruce Gwynn, and sentenced to life in prison. Three fellow members of “The Outlaws” motorcycle gang pled guilty and were sentenced to 10 years for aggravated assault and life for the murder.


According to Gwynn three companions, they arrived in Atlanta’s 10th Street district on December 28, 1970 and were invited by two members of The Outlaws to an 11th Street apartment. They testified that things got rowdy soon after they arrived, and they were searched at gunpoint with all items of value taken from them including their motel key.


Gang members took one of the visitors to the motel where other items were stolen. He managed to escape from the car at a well-lighted intersection and called police at a nearby service station with a borrowed dime. When the gang members returned to the apartment, another visitor escaped during an unguarded moment.


Donald Scott testified that he and Gwynn were brought to Butts County in a station wagon while the gang members talked about “how to do away with us.” Once on Woodward Road, he and Gwynn were told to take off their shoes and shirts and get out of the car. Scott said Sorsby then stabbed both of them in the stomachs, and then wrapped a pistol in Scott’s shirt and shot both of them. Scott was dragged off the road, and took an opportunity to flee. As he ran, he said he heard another gun shot.


At its annual banquet on March 2, 1971, the Butts County Jaycees named Patsy Maddox as STAR Student, and she named Wilson Bush as her STAR Teacher.


During the first week of March 1971, Butts County suffered considerably from torrential rains that flooded area streams and rivers. A record 8.4 inches of water fell over a two-day period. Several small bridges were flooded and dozens of dirt roads suffered wash outs. At High Falls State Park, 50 new campsites were underwater, boat docks floated over the dam, and picnic tables and garbage cans floated down river.

JACKSON RED DEVILS BASKEBTALL 1970

JACKSON - 52, Mary Persons – 49

JACKSON LADY DEVILS BASKETBALL 1970

JACKSON – 59, Mary Persons - 24

Jackson – 18, HENRY COUNTY – 34

Jackson – 24, NEWTON COUNTY – 45

JACKSON – 41, Pike County – 37

JACKSON – 43, Lamar County – 30

JACKSON – 50, Pike County – 39

Jackson – 44, RUSSELL – 48

Jackson – 36, HARRIS COUNTY – 48

JACKSON – 30, College Park – 29

JACKSON 58, Briarwood – 34

JACKSON – 33, Newton County 24

JACKSON – 35, Henry County – 32

JACKSON 40, Woodward Academy – 20

JACKSON – 37, Headland – 15

JACKSON – 30, Henry County 28

Ended season with a 20-5 record.


At the Board of Education’s meeting in March 1971, it voted to decline renewal of coaching contracts for Loy Hutcheson, Jackson High School head football coach, and Wilson Bush, baseball, basketball and assistant football coach. The actions caused a storm of controversy among students who twice marched from Jackson High School to downtown Jackson to air their grievances to School Superintendent William B. (Bill) Jones.


Both Hutcheson and Bush issued statements saying they were not given any reason for their dismissal from their coaching positions despite improving all their teams’ performances.


In April 1971 the nine airlines serving Atlanta unanimously rejected the idea of developing a major airport in Henry County, which would have brought thousands of new jobs and residents to the Butts County area.


Jackson High School held commencement on May 31, 1971 with the largest class of seniors in the school’s history. Ellen Pinckney was named Valedictorian, and Charlene Brownlee named Salutatorian.


In June 1971, seven widely known Jackson citizens were named to a newly created Industrial Development Authority. Members were: P. H. Weaver, M. W. Carmichael, Doyle Jones, Jr., M. L. Hodges, Jr., Richard W. Watkins, Jr., Dr. Tom O’Dell and Charles Carter. 

The purpose of the authority, according to Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr., was to develop and promote the general welfare, trade, commerce, industrial and employment opportunities in Jackson for the public’s good and to engage in making long range plans for such development and expansion. “We expect members of the authority to officially represent the City of Jackson in any negotiations with industries seeking to locate in the city. They will be the group who puts the city’s best foot forward,” said the mayor.


The Butts County Water Authority was created in June 1971 with five members appointed by the three Butts County Commissioners.


Announcement was made on June 29, 1971 that Poloron Homes of Georgia, Inc. would begin construction of a $350,000 53,000 square foot building in Jackson’s industrial park on the eastern side of the city. The company produced medium-priced mobile homes and employed 40 people to start its operation in Jackson. 


It was announced in August 1971 that the City of Jackson’s official census population jumped 48.4 percent from the 1960 figure of 2,545 to 3,778 in the 1970 census.


Construction began in the middle of August 1971 on a new $400,000 store building for Hodges Hardware and Furniture Company. The facility was located at the intersection of Highway 16 and 42. M. L. Hodges, Jr. said the building would be 32,000 square feet, employ 20 people and carry a full line of hardware, furniture, appliances, televisions, stereos, housewares and sporting goods.


In August 1971, the Jackson City Council voted to keep the city’s tax millage rate at 15 mills. According to City Clerk M. L. Powell, four mills went to the support of the city government, 10.5 mills for upkeep, street improvements and sanitation, and half a mill for the upkeep of the city cemetery.


Butts County schools opened for the year on August 26, 1971 with a total enrollment of 2,520.


On October 5, 1971, just 469 voters made their ways to the polls to elect J. Dawson Bryant, a former councilman from the First Ward, to that same office over incumbent Harold E. Martin. The vote total was 278 to 183. John L. Coleman and John Robert Pulliam were each reelected to their council seats without opposition.


On October 21, 1971 a spark from a switchbox ignited a fire in the Fashion Pillow plant on Lyons Street in Jackson. Though the fire was extinguished quickly, smoke and water damage was extensive.


Fire struck on October 23, 1971 at the home of Mrs. R. L. Fears on East Third Street. The flames, accidentally set by her grandchildren playing with matches near hanging clothes in a closet, gutted the front section of the house.


The Jackson City Council voted on November 4, 1971 to end volunteer fire calls outside the city limits. Councilman Milton Daniel explained that faulty equipment – particularly an outdated tank truck - and lack of insurance outside the city limits were two main reasons for the cutback. At that time, the truck had broken down enroute to two calls in the county in a row. County Clerk Billy Sutton explained that an old and unchanged ruling in the county’s charter forbade the creation of a county firefighting force without a vote from the state legislature.


A wayward deer hunters blasted an electrical insulator in Jasper County on November 6, 1971 causing an hour-and-a-half blackout in Forsyth, Monticello and Jackson.


In November 1971, Jackson Police Chief Watson Vaughn announced that cases would be brought against al persons loitering on or around the county courthouse square after midnight. He reported there had been excessive drinking and general harassment by juveniles. The curfew extended to those parked in cars as well.

1971 JACKSON HIGH SCHOOL RED DEVIL FOOTBALL

JACKSON – 25, Harris County – 0

JACKSON – 25, Fayette County – 12

Jackson – 6, WOODWARD – 35

JACKSON – 32, Headland – 12

Jackson – 13, BRIARWOOD – 26

JACKSON – 13, Henry County – 6

JACKSON – 9, Morgan County - 7

Jackson – 16, ROCKDALE COUNTY – 34

JACKSON – 36, Lamar County - 0

Jackson – 0, RUSSELL - 21

