1972


In February 1972, Glenn Usry of Warner Robbins, a former member of the Pinkerton Detective Agency, was added to the Jackson Police Department as a patrolman.


On February 17, 1972, the home of Mrs. Ardelle James at 443 South Mulberry Street was totally destroyed by fire probably caused by a short circuit in electrical wiring. The blaze raged out of control for two hours, burning the house to its foundations.


In February 1972, a Butts County Grand Jury recommended the county hire two Negroes to work as county policemen, and although they would work under the Butts County Sheriff, create an entirely new enforcement agency in Butts County. The new officers, the grand jury stated, could eventually become sheriff’s deputies if the General Assembly approved the increase in the number of deputies from two to four (which it did in March 1972).


In his “State of the City” address to the Kiwanis Club on February 22, 1972, Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. explained that increases in electric, gas and water rates, plus the addition of a sewer tax, was necessary to help the city pay for its enlarged and modernized sewerage system, which cost $1,325,000, of which the city’s share was $787,300.


The increase in the electric and gas rates was necessitated through increases in prices to the city from Georgia Power Company and Southern Natural Gas Company.


The mayor told the club that operation of the city had become big business, saying the city’s income in 1965 was $452,847 and in 1971 it was $935,487.


The electric department served 1,250 customers with approximately 25 miles of new line installed in the past year. The water department served 1,161 customers with 25 new customers in the last year. The gas department served 1,063 customers with 32 new customers added in the past year.


The city’s payroll in 1971 amounted to $267,493. The city’s millage rate was 15 mills, the same it was in 1969. The tax digest for the city in 1971 was $5,502,327, more than double what it was in 1965. The city’s population had grown from 2,545 in 1960 to 3,778 in 1970. Twenty new homes were constructed in the city in 1971, and 7.13 acres had been annexed.


The Jackson Police Department made 522 arrests during 1971, and 135 cases were heard in City Court.


In 1971, the city purchased a new car for the police department, radios and walkie talkies, a tractor for the water and gas department, a chipper for the street department, and a truck for the gas department.

1972 JHS RED DEVILS BASKETBALL

JACKSON – 46, Troup County - 40

JACKSON – 54, Mary Persons – 38

JACKSON – 59, Pike County – 48

JACKSON – 63, Henry County - 60

JACKSON – 76, Mary Persons – 50

JACKSON – 83, Sandy Springs – 72

Jackson

Jackson

Jackson – 46, HARRIS COUNTY - 46

Jackson – 56, COLLEGE PARK - 86

Jackson – 53, BRIARWOOD – 54

JACKSON – 64, Woodward – 59

JACKSON – 67, Rockdale County – 65

JACKSON – 91, Headland – 74

JACKSON 64, Henry County – 62

JACKSON – 85, Morrow – 83

Jackson – 55, LAKESHORE – 79

JACKSON – 90, Lamar County – 89

JACKSON – 79, Troup County - 58

Jackson – 37, RUSSELL – 102


On the night of Sunday, February 26, 1972, three calls within two minutes to night duty policemen warned of a bomb scheduled to blow up Jackson High School at 10 a.m. the next morning. No such device was found in the barricaded school the next day. Officials said they did not believe the threat was directly related to a statewide anti-busing boycott that took place in a number of Georgia cities that Monday.


During the STAR Student Banquet on February 28, 1972, Glen Maddox was named STAR Student by the Butts County Jaycees. Maddox named Nancy Houghtaling, head of the English Department as Jackson High School, as his STAR Teacher.


In February 1972, the Addison-Rudesal Corporation began production of sash and doors in Jackson in the former Gateway Luggage Plant. It employed 25 men and produced 350 doors and 100 windows a day.

1972 JHS LADY DEVILS BASKEBTALL

Jackson – 33, LAMAR COUNTY – 34

Jackson – 38, LAMAR COUNTY – 39

JACKSON – 58, Greenville - 20

JACKSON – 71, Mary Persons – 21

JACKSON – 55, Pike County – 34

JACKSON – 44, Henry County - 38

JACKSON – 53, Mary Persons – 30

Jackson – 29, HARRIS COUNTY – 38

JACKSON – 74, Briarwood – 10

JACKSON – 40, College Park 36

JACKSON – 42, Pike County – 38

JACKSON – 52, Woodward – 17

JACKSON, Henry County

Jackson – 33, NEWTON COUNTY - 37

JACKSON – 55, Rockdale County - 34

JACKSON – 63, Headland – 31

JACKSON – 49, Henry County - 33

JACKSON – 53, Morrow - 38

JACKSON – 50, Lamar County – 41

The Devilettes won the region title with this victory.

JACKSON – 61, Rockdale - 39

JACKSON – 51, Russell – 49


As of March 1972, all residents in the City of Jackson were required to separate their trash from their garbage. A new city ordinance stating as much was adopted that month to adhere to new state regulations. All garbage, paper, cans, bottles and kitchen waste were to be placed in covered garbage containers to be picked up by city workers. All wood, leaves, metal, trees, appliances, rocks and limbs were to be carried to a dump in Flovilla by separate trucks.


As of May 1, 1972, the city only issued one parking permit for parking on the square for each business or office located on the square. But they were not allowed to park in front of a business unless they were loading or unloading. Other employees were asked to park on side streets. Free parking was available to anyone in the city’s parking lot on North Mulberry Street.


On May 1, 1972 the Butts County Hospital Authority approved an agreement with five Atlanta doctors to provide coverage for the emergency room at Sylvan Grove Hospital seven days a week from 5:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. The doctors were paid $20 an hour for their service plus transportation costs. The hospital’s two local doctors, Dr. James C. Howell and Dr. Gerald Ross, staffed the emergency room prior to 5:30 p.m.


During commencement exercises for Jackson High School on May 31, 1972, Cindy Lee Cook was named Valedictorian of the Class of 1972 and Saralyn Ridgeway was named Salutatorian.


The home of Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Head on Chestnut Drive was heavily damaged by fire on May 28, 1972. The volunteers of the Jackson Fire Department managed to save the structure, though the interior suffered smoke and water damage. The cause of the fire was believed to have been a stove left on high.


When the final statement of revenue and expenses for 1971 was released by the City of Jackson in July 1972, it proved that running the city had indeed become “big business,” according to Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. For the first time in the city’s history, the income topped $1 million.


According to the mayor, the city still operated on a cash basis, having only three outstanding bond issues: one from 1959 for sanitary sewage, one from 1961 for water and sewerage, and one from 1965 for water and sewerage.


On June 28, 1972, the Avondale Mills’ Indian Springs plant delivered a 10,000,000-pound lot of spun polyester carpet to Salem Carpet in Ringgold. According to G. W. Haynes, president of the Avondale Mills plant, this had never been done by carpet yarn spinners. While the employees of the mill were producing that lot without a break, the mill was simultaneously producing 14 other kinds of polyester blends and yarns.


In August 1972, the city purchased a bucket truck to assist in the repair of electrical lines and trimming of trees. The total price of $13,600 was paid in cash. At the time, the city had been paying a contractor $4,000 per cutting to trim trees throughout the city.


In the primary on August 8, voters couldn’t decide between Barney L. Wilder and incumbent Hugh C. Polk for Butts County Sheriff.


In September 1972, Dr. Robert L. Culpepper moved into an office on North Oak Street to practice medicine. 


A stubborn blaze on August 17, 1972 severely damaged two bedrooms and the kitchen at the Will Watts residence at 180 Slaughter Avenue. No one was injured.


In August 1972, the city hired Tony Hinton solely for the purpose of reading meters for water, light and gas bills and equipped him with a motorcycle to do that job. It was believed that Jackson was the first municipality in the country to hire such an employee. Hinton used a small Honda motorcycle, which he could ride across yard without damaging lawns.


On August 21, 1972, the governments of the City of Jackson and Butts County organized a comprehensive recreation commission that will seek federal and state funds for the construction of athletic and recreational facilities in the community. Called the Butts County-Jackson Recreation Commission, it featured Denny O’Neal as Chairman, Joe Davis as Vice Chairman, and Bailey Crockarell as Secretary-Treasurer.


In August 1972, the city began an effort to arrest drug pushers when it launched a program called TIP, or Turn In Pushers. Officials set up a phone line that residents could call anonymously to report anyone using, selling or handling illegal drugs in any way. Callers were given a code number, and when they heard that the suspect they reported was arrested they could call back and give that code to have reward money placed anywhere they liked.


Enrollment in Butts County Schools was listed at 2,592 students as of August 31, 1972.


In a run-off election held August 29, 1972 Barney Wilder was elected sheriff over incumbent Hugh Polk by a vote of 1,519 to 1,511.


David Paschael Settle passed away on September 17, 1972 at Piedmont Hospital. In his will, Settle bequeathed $200,000 to the Van Deventer Memorial Scout Foundation. The gift was a result of Settle’s longstanding affection and regard for the youth of Butts County, and his friendship with Hampton L. Daughtry, who originated the Van Deventer Foundation.


“Although he was never lavish in his expression on most subjects, he did take a deep interest in the Youth Program and looked on it with much favor,” said Daughtry after the passing of his friend. “Never did I realize to just what an extent until I was informed of his most bountiful generosity in contributing to the capital structure in the Van Deventer Foundation. It is a great tribute to the people of Jackson and Butts County and will be reflected in future generations down through the years.


“We all have hopes that in some way we may leave our footprints in the sands of time when the one great scorer comes to write beside our name,” Daughtry continued. “This he has done in full measure. Jackson has lost a great citizen with the passing of David Settle.”


In the city primary held October 6, 1972, Bobby Mackey defeated incumbent Mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. by 31 votes, 544 to 513. In the race for the Second Ward seat on the Council, W. D. (Dick) Pope defeated incumbent C. M. Daniel, Jr. by 604 votes to 425 votes. W. O. Ball won reelection to the Council by 537 votes to 465 votes over Gerald E. Davis. These winners officially won office after the November 1 election in which only 71 people voted.


Shots were fired on October 13, 1972 between O. C. Stodghill and Jimmy Lee Jester, though no one was injured. The shooting took place at a West Third Street service station, and both men were charged with discharging firearms in the city.


On October 16, 1972, the mayor and council adopted an ordinance pertaining to structures deemed to be nuisances. In order to be declared a nuisance, the structure had to be abandoned for as long as three months without occupancy, or left standing in a rotting or decaying condition without any visible attempt to recondition or repair, or having uncut grass or weeds, or certified by the Jackson Fire Chief as unsafe and constituting a fire trap, or certified by the County Sanitarian as constituting a health hazard. If, after proper notification of any of these violations, the problem is not fixed the ordinance allowed the city to demolish the structure at the owner’s expense. 


Arson was suspected in at least one of the two fires that struck Jackson on November 1, 1972. A vacant structure at 345 North McKibben Street caught fire and suffered minor damage, but firefighters reported smelling the heavy odor of gasoline when they arrived on the scene just after 9:30 p.m. A few minutes later another fire was set in an old car seat on the lot of Coleman Garage not far away.

JHS RED DEVIL FOOTBALL 1972

JACKSON – 19, Rockdale – 7

Jackson – 6, MARY PERSONS – 7

JACKSON – 18, Henry County – 0

Jackson – 0, PUTNAM COUNTY – 13

Jackson – 0, MANCHESTER – 17

JACKSON – 26, Lamar County – 0

Jackson – 18, CARROLLTON – 33

JACKSON – 6, Morrow – 3

Jackson – 6, CENTRAL CARROLLTON – 18

JACKSON – 14, Stone Mountain – 12


Lorene Brown, a 69-year-old woman, was killed when the home she was staying in on West College Street caught fire. Her husband, Ben Brown, an amputee, was pulled from the home by Coach Joe Davis, who was one of the first people to arrive on the scene that morning. Fire Chief W. L. (Cotton) Vaughn said he believed the fire began on a sofa in the living rooms, and that the couple’s nephew – who was in the house at the time – spotted the flames first and raised the alarm.


Beginning at the end of November 1972, American Mills switched to three-day work weeks, which meant employees worked three 12-hour shifts during the week. The shifts each employee works will rotate. Employees still received the pay they received previously for 40 hours of work. The plan also provided one week’s paid vacation every two months, or six weeks per year.


The fabric storage room at American Mills was struck by a two-and-a-half hour fire on December 1, 1972 that destroyed 250,000 pounds of finished fabric. Fire fighting equipment from Griffin and Barnesville also responded to the blaze, which struck at about noon. Work resumed as normal on Monday, December 4, 1972.


At the end of December 1972 a new city parking lot was being prepared on a vacant lot on North Oak Street. Gravel was put down, and parking was free.


City Clerk M. L. Powell reported that in the year 1972, the city issued 18 building permits for new homes, a decrease from 19 new homes in 1971.

