1973


Two young men from Flovilla, Ronnie Philip Preston and Daniel Lamar Thorn, were charged with the murder of Grady T. Smith and the aggravated assault of Jason Coleman. The incidents occurred on December 26, 1972 after the four men went drinking in the woods near Flovilla. It is believed that an argument between the two older and two younger men developed, which led Preston and Thorn to burn and beat the two older men. Both victims were found in a blood spattered car parked at the Preston home early the next morning. Smith was a resident of Oakland Circle in Jackson.


The cause of Smith’s death was labeled as “aspiration of stomach contents,” meaning he choked on his own vomit, according to the Georgia State Crime Lab. Preston and Thorn admitted to “roughing up” the two men, but said on the drive back to Preston’s home, Smith became sick and had to get out of the car where he vomited. As a result, Judge Donald Montgomery reduced the charge from murder to voluntary manslaughter.


Due to increased regulations on ambulance providers across the State of Georgia, three funeral homes in Jackson – Haisten, Howard and Trimier – announced that as of January 1, 1973 they would no longer offer ambulance services. Only Sherrell Funeral Home, operated by Butts County Coroner John A. Sherrell vowed to continue its ambulance operation.


On January 1, 1973, the three-member Butts County Board of Commissioners approved a zoning ordinance for unincorporated Butts County. It adopted a comprehensive zoning plan and map for the county on February 3, 1973. One month later, the Board appointed Kenneth Welch as Zoning Administrator and created a five-member Board of Zoning Appeals.


Lisa Browning was named STAR Student of Jackson High School by the Butts County Jaycees during a banquet on January 30, 1973. Browning named Nancy Houghtaling as her STAR Teacher. The Jaycees also named Harold “Doc” McMichael as its Young Man of the Year.
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An argument over the Joe Quarry-Ron Lyle heavyweight fight on February 9, 1973 led to the shooting death of Walter Stodghill of McKibben Street. The local fight took place in the year of a house on Glenn Street and resulted in Stodghill being shot in the chest with a .38 caliber pistol by Kelly Price of Newton County.


On February 9 and 10, 1973, Butts County received a record snowfall of seven to eight inches. Many residents recalled the snowfalls of January 1936 and January 1940, but those totals fells two and three inches below the storm of 1973. Even as far back as 1899, a record snowfall in this community was approximately four inches.


The snow began falling at 10:30 a.m. on February 9 and did not stop until noon on February 10. Many businesses did not open on February 10, and some 1,400 cars were stranded when I-75 shut down.


Early on the morning of February 16, 1973, two armed men robbed McIntosh State Bank of an undisclosed sum of money. The crime began when a cashier, Ronnie Wells, was the first person to arrive at the bank. A man with a gun approached and ordered him to open the bank’s door. Once inside the robber asked Wells questions about bank employees and procedures. When the second bank employee, Mary Ann Stevenson, arrived a second armed man joined the robbery and forced all subsequent arriving employees into the lounge. Due to the nature of the questions asked by the men, officials believe they had cased the bank for a month. One of the robbers was disguised as a woman in wig and skirt – despite a full beard – and the other wore a white plastic mask.


When Joe B. Taylor, Executive Vice President of the bank, arrived, he was forced to write the combination of the vault. Wells was then forced to open the vault where the robbers helped themselves to large sums of currency. The robbers then locked the 12 employees in the vault and left the scene. The next employee to arrive, Martha Pulliam, realized something was wrong and called police. Chief W. L. “Cotton” Vaughn arrived quickly and helped Pulliam open the vault and let the prisoners out after 15 minutes inside.


The entire robbery took from 8:03 to 8:50 a.m.


The Azalea Garden Club was formed on March 12, 1973. Charter members were: Marjory O’Quinn, Linda Dunn, Betty Fay Singley, Jan Black, Ruth Mitchell, Betty Lewis, Elizabeth Carter, Susannah Deaver, Ethel Ault and Mary Nell Robertson.
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The team won the sub-region title, and advanced to the state playoffs, which Haralson won over Berrien County.


During his State of the City address on April 3, 1973, Jackson Mayor Bobby Mackey announced that the city and county had agreed on a county-wide water system. He also said two new sewer plants – the Southern Plant located approximately two miles south of Jackson just west of Watkins Park & Pool Road and the North Plant located one mile northeast of the city – were being built at a cost of about $900,000. Of that amount $658,000 was paid for with a grant. Each site was 23 acres in size. 

A new water plant and water system was also proposed for 23 acres of land near the Georgia Diagnostic & Classification Center. The city was to provide water to the center with this plant, and county lines were to be allowed to tap onto city lines to extend water service to the unincorporated county. The city was to provide and install such lines, and the county was to maintain them. The city would in turn charge new customers whatever rates it set.


Mayor Mackey added that the city would float $800,000 in bonds to cover the cost of these projects, and a 12-acre storage plant.


Mackey also announced the formation of a county-wide fire protection service agreed upon by the city and county. Both governments were to split the cost of a new $14,000 tank truck, which would respond to calls in the city and in the county.


On Sunday, April 22, 1973, members of the First Baptist Church of Jackson broke ground on their new $800,000 church building on Highway 16 West. At the same time, the Jackson United Methodist Church was in the midst of a $250,000 renovation to its building with a new rook, sanctuary and Gothic front.


The body of Henry Galloway, a 21-year-old parachute instructor employed for only a few days at the Greene County Parachute Center on County Line Road in Butts County, fell some 4,000 feet and landed only a few feet from the County Line Baptist Church’s cemetery. The instructor’s primary and secondary chutes failed to open, and the impact killed him. The parachute center opened earlier in 1973 off Highway 23 near Jenkinsburg.


The Jackson High School Red Devil baseball team won the Region 5-A championship in May 1973 when it swept Carrollton in a best two out of three game series. Greg Allen and Andy Crumbley were the winning pitchers.


A second fire within four hours completely gutted the home of Mr. and Mrs. Alven Watts at 206 Valley Road on May 26, 1973. The first fire started soon after midnight from unattended grease on a stove, and was extinguished by volunteer firemen. The second fire erupted a few hours later, and by the time firefighters arrived the house was engulfed in flames. No one was injured in the blazes.


On May 28, 1973, Indian Spring Academy held its graduation ceremony with 14 seniors. Maria Todd was Valedictorian and Brenda Jenkins was Salutatorian.


On May 31, 1973, 129 seniors graduated from Jackson High School. Don McKibben was named Valedictorian, and Diane Wells was named Salutatorian.


Richard W. Watkins, Jr. announced his resignation as chairman of the Jackson-Butts County Zoning Board effective June 1, 1973. His cited the increased need for studying zoning issues as a reason for his leaving the Board, which he served on since it was created in 1960.


In June 1973, city electric users found out their rates were going up. According to J. H. Rooks, Electric Superintendent of the City, the increased was required following a 26 percent rate increase in the city’s wholesale rates from the Georgia Power Company. Rooks said the increase passed on to customers would be between 10 and 12 percent depending on usage.


On June 18, 1973, the City of Jackson and the Butts County Water Authority signed a contract to provide water to and beyond I-75 at the Highway 36 interchange, including a tunnel under the interstate to water can be delivered to customers on the west side of the road.


On June 27, 1973, a controlled burn leveled the old Jackson Ice Corporation building, a landmark in the city since it opened in 1920. During its long history, the facility had provided millions of pounds of ice to help citizens keep food from spoiling before the invention of the electric refrigerator, and was also used by farmers as a place to store meat during warm Winters. The building had stood vacant since the company closed, and was burned to make room for the expansion of local industry.


The Carmichael House, reported to be the finest Victorian Home between Atlanta and Miami, was opened to the public on June 28, 1973 following its restoration by Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Carmichael. The home was built in 1897-1898. Tours were sponsored by the Jackson Garden Club, which was formed in 1925 as an offshoot of a sewing club.


In July 1973, the city purchased a new 1,250-gallon tanker for the Jackson Volunteer Fire Department at a cost of $13,000. The Ford vehicle was equipped with a 390 engine, air brakes, and was all white with aluminum reflectors. The cost of the truck was split between the county and the city, as the truck was to be used for answering calls throughout Butts County and the city, but Fire Chief W. L. “Cotton” Vaughn asked residents not to call the department about forest fires unless a house was in imminent danger. At the time there were 20 members of the fire department.


John L. Coleman, prominent businessman and City Councilman from the Fourth Ward, was badly injured on July 29, 1973 when a car he was working on fell off the jack, pinning him underneath until it could be removed. He was reported to be in fair condition at Piedmont Hospital afterwards.


A city ordinance adopted on August 6, 1973 made it unlawful to loiter between 8 p.m. and 6 a.m. on the Butts County Courthouse square or on the streets within one block thereof.


As students returned to Butts County schools in September 1973, School Superintendent Bill Jones reported a student population of 2,617 across the four schools, an increase of five students over the previous year.


In September 1973, the Butts County Board of Education took an option on the REA building on the corner of North Mulberry and First streets. The total cost of the building and property was $75,000, of which $10,000 was paid for through an earmark from Governor Jimmy Carter. Superintendent Bill Jones said the BOE planned to use the facility as a kindergarten for 150-160 students.


Between September 16 and 17, 1973 the Jackson Police Department and Butts County Sheriff’s Office worked together to carry out raids on numerous residences that resulted in several arrests on drug charges. The raids were made possible by the undercover work of JPD Assistant Chief Wendell Cook, who was supposedly fired for using drugs. Between his “firing” on August 15 and September 17, Cook made drug purchases from eight individuals.


Samuel L. Johnson was named Butts County Teacher of the Year on September 20, 1973. Johnson came to Jackson to teach in 1958, and taught seventh grade science.


At its October 1, 1973 meeting, the Jackson City Council reduced its advalorem tax rate by five mills from 15 to 10 mills. Jackson used 40 percent of the appraised value of property compared to 30 percent in the past in determining an owner’s assessment. Mayor Bobby Mackey said that although the mill rate was reduced, it was expected that the amount of taxes collected would be about the same due to the new appraisal rate.


A freak accident on October 6, 1974 severely injured several local youths and left Andy Crumbley, a senior tailback for the Red Devils who had set a single game rushing record of 262 yards the night before, paralyzed. According to School Superintendent Bill Jones, Crumbley’s uncle, six young men from Jackson were traveling south on I-75 behind a truck carrying Army freight. When the truck came to the Central Avenue bridge, the freight struck the overpass and was knocked into the path of the approaching car.  The resulting accident demolished the front portion of the car and sent the passengers to various Atlanta hospitals.


In the city Democratic primary on October 12, 1973, all three incumbent councilmen were re-nominated: John L. Coleman, John Robert Pulliam and J. Dawson Bryant. The men all won re-election during the October general election.


On November 1, 1973, Mayor Bobby Mackey announced that the city has completed six miles worth of paving city streets. He said $30,000 in local funds and $24,000 in state funds were expended paving parts of Brownlee Road, Park Avenue, Woodland Way, Fairground Street, Watson Street, Curry Street, Seventh Street, Pittman Street, and North Oak Street.


Mayor Mackey said Alabama Boulevard was also about to be extended 1.5 miles to Stark Road to accommodate a new industry locating in the city soon.


On November 2, 1973, ground was broken on a new Holcombe Armature Company plant, which would employ 20-25 people to rebuild automotive armatures for generators and starters and related components. Jackson Mayor Bobby Mackey and Maurice Carmichael, chairman of the Development Authority of Jackson, made announcement of the new industry. The 8,000-square-fot building was slated to open in 1974.


A destructive fire on November 8, 1973 severely damaged the home of Rev. and Mrs. B. F. McKibben at 826 Chestnut Drive. According to Chief W. L. “Cotton” Vaughn, the home was 75 burned, and the fire probably started in the kitchen. No one was injured during the fire. Vaughn asked residents to stay away from fires as onlookers and parked cars made it difficult for fireman and their trucks to reach house fires.
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In an effort to conserve energy at a time of nationwide crisis in November 1973, the mayor and council of Jackson said in order to continue picking up trash receptacles twice a week, residents were asked to take the receptacles to the street for faster, easier collection by city workers. Taking the cans to the curb would be mandated beginning in 1974, said Mayor Bobby Mackey. The following week, he announced he was rescinding that request due to unfavorable responses, and the city would continue twice a week pick up as long as possible. The mayor also reset the hours for city hall to 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. instead of opening at 830 a.m.


In addition, the annual Christmas lighting contest, sponsored by the Garden Club Council and the Jackson Progress-Argus, was cancelled in order to conserve electricity. The city only lit its holiday street lights from 7 to 9 p.m. each night.


At the same time, Mackey announced that the city had changed the city ordinance on speeding so that fines for speeding became a flat $35 plus $1 per mile over the speed limit up to 60 miles per hour.


Announcement was made on November 26, 1973 that the city would be forced to raise it electric rates again due to increases in the amount the city was charged at the wholesale level. He increase of approximately 30 percent took effect on December 12, 1973. The mayor – as well as Governor Carter and President Nixon – advised citizens to turn off unnecessary lights, reduce the temperature of their hot water heaters, and use smaller wattage bulbs.


Maurice W. Carmichael, Jackson insurance executive and widely known civic and religious leader, was named Butts County’s Man of the Year for 1973 at a Jackson Kiwanis Club banquet held on December 11, 1973. The award had previously been presented to Hampton L. Daughtry (1969), the late Robert Park Newton (1970), P. H. Weaver (1971), and Doyle Jones, Jr. (1972).

