1974


To start off 1973, the Jackson Police broke up a bicycle theft ring that had been active for months in the city when they arrested five boys ages nine to 11. They were stealing bikes, stripping them, repainting them and put new wheels on old frames to elude identification.


During the meeting of the City Council on January 7, 1974, Garland and Garland was chosen as the City Attorneys, and Franklin Freeman was named City Recorder. City employees were also given a five percent cost of living increase to their salaries.


A Cessna airplane crashed in a field off Highway 36 East near Four Points Road, killing three members of a South Carolina family. A three-year-old in the plane was seriously injured and pulled from the burning wreckage by 17-year-old Jackson High School student Joe Ingram.


Larry Brownlee was named STAR Student at Jackson High School by the Butts County Jaycees during a banquet on January 29, 1974. Brownlee named Mrs. Roy Prosser as his STAR Teacher, the fourth time she had been so honored.


Starting with bills received in February 1974, electric customers in the City of Jackson were paying a higher rate for their power. According to Mayor Robert F. Mackey and W. D. Pope, Jr., chairman of the Jackson Electric Department, the increase was necessary in the wake of an increased rate from Georgia Power, from which the city purchased its power. The minimum charge for residential use increased from $2 per month to $2.50.


On February 8, 1974, three Jackson policemen – Fred Moore, Bill Taylor, and Eddie James Berry - presented written resignations to Mayor Robert Mackey at his place of business, stating they could no longer work with Officer Michael Kanes for “more or less personal reasons.” The Mayor and Council met with all four police officers individually and offered Kanes a chance to resign or be fired. Kanes resigned on the spot, and the other three men returned to work.

JHS LADY DEVILS BASKETBALL 1974


The team finished the season with a record of 19 wins and 3 losses, a record-breaking season according to Coach Iwana McGee. The team scored the most points ever in a single game with 95, and Regina Lawson tied the record for most points scored in a game with 35. They also won the South 5A sub-regional title.


A stubborn blaze on March 9, 1974 did considerable damage to the Henderson Youth Center where Head Start was being held on McKibben Street. There were 33 children and staff members present when the fire broke out, but none were injured. The building and its contents were damaged by smoke and water, and were considered total losses. The center depended on funds provided by the Van Deventer Foundation.


Powerful winds struck Butts County on March 21, 1974 doing damage to every part of the community. Clocked at 80 miles per hour, the winds knocked out power to the City of Jackson, smashed plate glass windows in businesses downtown, and uprooted trees. One of the largest trees in the city – an oak tree on the J. T. Beckham property on West Third Street – was toppled by the storm. He press box and concession stand at the James Wallace Memorial Park were blown away. Falling trees also damaged several cabins on Jackson Lake, and power was out throughout the county for as long as a day.


During his State of the City speech to the Jackson Kiwanis Club on April 16, 1974, Mayor Robert F. (Bobby) Mackey suggested that the consolidation of the city and county governments should be considered. He indicated that three city councilmen and three county commissioners already supported the idea of consolidation, which surprised the audience. The mayor said it would be beneficial to eliminate duplication of services, and that a consolidated government might qualify for more federal funds.


Mackey also said the city’s new water treatment plant was large enough to supply water to the entire county. The plant cost an estimated $1.24 million, with $800,000 paid for with a bond, and the rest from city savings. He also noted that the city purchased 47 acres of land for the new plant and two new sewage treatment plants to be built.


In 1973, permits were issued for 45 new homes in the city, said the mayor.


The city’s electric department was in the process of upping its voltage from 4200 KVA to 7200 KVA, made necessary by the addition of the Jackson Industrial Park.


Mackey also revealed that over the previous 15 months, all city employees had received a 25 to 30 percent salary increase. “I feel the city is getting more and better work done and has a smaller turnover in good personnel because of the increase in salary,” he said.


On May 4, 1974, more than 1,000 people participated in the Walk for Mankind, a 20-mile route from Jackson High School to Indian Springs and up Brownlee Road. The event, sponsored by the Jackson Kiwanis Club, raised money to help the needy.


In May 1974, the Georgia Department of Natural resources voted to pay $54,000 for the historic Varner House, also known as the Indian Spring Hotel, and to spend another $150,000 on renovations to the property.


The Jackson High School Golf Team won the 5-A state title in May 7, 1974. It was the school’s first such honor in golf. Members of the team competing in Jonesboro that day were: Keith Daniel, Billy Duke, Terry Duke and Johnny Morris. Joe Davis coached the team.


Three brothers died on May 8, 1974 when their car left Highway 36 and rolled down an embankment into the Tussahaw Creek. Killed were Aaron Conley, the driver who was age 19, and passengers Raymond Conley, age 8, and Craig Conley, age 3. Douglas Frost, a 26-year-old former resident of Worthville, saved a fourth boy, three-year-old Carlton Brewer. According to witnesses, all four made it out of the car after it hit the water, and were seen bobbing in the murky, yellow water before disappearing below the surface.


On May 30, 1974, Jackson High School graduated 130 seniors. Larry Brownlee was the class valedictorian, and Sharon Bankston was the salutatorian.


Indian Springs Academy held its graduation on May 30, 1974 with Valedictorian Cynthia Kay Mangham and Salutatorian Sallye Martin.


In the Summer of 1974, the Holcombe Armature Plant on the Stark Post Road in Jackson began reassembling rotors shipped here from all across the country.


On August 26, 1974, Mayor Robert F. (Bobby) Mackey and Councilman W. O. Ball announced they would not seek reelection in the October 4 city primary. Ben B. Garland and Richard W. Watkins, Jr. qualified to run for the mayor’s office, and speculation was rampant that former mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. would enter the race as well. Mackey said he would not run again due to “the financial strain and time consuming job the office of mayor requires.”


On behalf of the Jackson-Butts County Recreation Commission, the city accepted a deed for 30 acres owned by Avondale Mills in September 1974. The site was to be used as a park and recreation area. At the same time, the company renewed a four-year lease for the Wallace Memorial Park.


On December 13, 1974, ground was broken on the new park, with plans for three new athletic fields and four tennis courts.


In September 1974, work was nearing completion on the Jackson-Butts County Day Care Center located in an old house at 167 McKibben Street. The facility was to provide childcare and education to children of welfare mothers who are working or continuing their education. The city provided gravel and widened the street leading to the facility. The center’s first year budget of $64,000 was to come from 75 percent federal funds, 12.5 state funds, and 12.5 percent from local contributions.


The Rev. B. F. James of Zion Baptist Church put up $8,000 of his own money to get the project started, and saw his four-year-old dream come true when the center opened in the middle of December 1974. It served 30 children.


“I would like for the community as a whole to become concerned enough to know what this center is all about,” said Rev. James.


In the city primary on October 4, 1974, former mayor C. B. Brown, Jr. defeated local attorney Ben B. Garland 602 votes to 388 votes to return as the city’s chief executive officer. Allen T. Byars won the Second Ward seat on the City Council, and Roy D. Goff won the Third Ward seat on the Council. Slightly over 50 percent of the city’s registered voters cast ballots. Only 123 people cast ballots in the general election on November 6.

JACKSON RED DEVILS FOOTBALL 1974

JACKSON – 36, Stockbridge – 0

Jackson – 6, MARY PERSONS – 14

Jackson – 12, MONTICELLO – 14

JACKSON – 13, Manchester – 0

Jackson – 3, MORGAN COUNTY - 7

Jackson – 16, CARROLLTON – 35

JACKSON – 27, Lamar County – 8

JACKSON – 34, Harris County – 20

Jackson – 14, HENRY COUNTY – 20

Jackson – 20, UPSON COUNTY – 33


Jerry Andrews, an 18-year-old from Jackson, was killed when his car was struck by a Norfolk-Southern freight train on the tracks by the Jackson depot on November 16, 1974.


Jackson got a light dusting of snow on December 1, 1974, but no accidents or outages were reported.


The Jackson Kiwanis Club named David P. Ridgeway, Sr. its Man of the Year on December 17, 1974.

